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Bruno's inside track on the big |}
three: he is riding high, Silver |
is a disappointment, Spitzer
should get out of politics

By Epwand-Eate Dovens

oe Brune bels the exacla box

That makes for a havder gamble—instead of just

putting his money on one horse, he needs to guess

whick two' will come qut on top. As long 25 one

places first and the other second, he wins, and collects a

bigger payout for the double bet at the window down-
stairs.

He has $4 on the Gih race, Hnging on
horses 4 and 8, From z distarce, the horses
setmm b be gliding, tearing avound the oval
track a5 the beritone announcer narrabes
thefr progress.

Bruro watches ltently. They start down
the siretch. He tenses slightly. One of his
picks Is shend, the other one back iny third,

“Oome on, baby," he says. "Come on.”

They whip past, Split seconds before they
hil the finlsh lne, he can sea that 4 bas stipped behind,
He shrugs stightly, raises his eyebrows. And then he con-
tinues the conversation,

“You go on to the next,” he explaing, *You play hard,

CONTIRUED ON PAGE 17 35
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unkie Hoveonrn Buomsv Gorsaom (D)

is one of several nameg often discussed for the

2008 mayoral etection. One of ker blggest cheer-
teadens: hushand and labor feader Victor Gotbaum, who
told City Hal In this past Februsry's “Political Power
Couples” isswe that she would be “the best god-Garnned
mayar the elty's ever had."

Gotbaumn recently sat down at Everest Diner on
Chatham Square to talk about her mayoral hopes, why
the city nesds an ombudsman and the only dog she
could never traln,

‘What foliows is an edited transcript.

Clity Halk Heve you gotten any particularly inforost-
Ing cufle lately?

Betsy Gothaums: About five yenre ag0, I goton this ldck
about feod stamps. And the reasen I got on a kick about
food stamps ks ¥ got a calk from one guy—his name ls
Erie Wilson-—and Exic was in a homeless shelter with
hig chitdrers and hehad been denfed food starps, Which
15 fiegal. So that staxted & whole huge progeam where,
in addon to getfing more formation cul to New
Yorkers to kaow about how you gat food stamps, we
wege able to ;misuade the powers that e that they
should reduce the applicetion to bwo pages. And then |
wap able to raise sbout $1 milon through private
racney & glve te the United Way 1o do o food stamp out-
reach project—all fror one call.

While perusing the menu at Everest Diner,
Hetsy Gothaurn dizcussed the options aghead
of her for M08-—und perhaps sorlier—In the
raayor'’s race.

fGotbuum trders white meel furkey sandwich on
whole wheot toast writh extre mustard on the sids and
@ dced tea}

CH: How da you respond to poaple who elther den’t
hnow whet the public udvorate is, or worse, ure
Tomiliar with the ofifce emd want fo get rid of it?
BG: I totdly disagree with pecple who say they want to
get 1id of the office. Because I think this 15 a very
Ienportant office for eune huge reason: the mayer of
New York City has nn enormous amount of power and
control, You peed checks and belances, For exomple,
when the scheol bus Basco occutred, that was wrong,
1t was Just the wrong thing to do. And somebody had to
call there.on it

CHE: But It of people were calling them on i,
BG: Well I think T was the first ohe,

CH: Since you're « cifywide officicl, doos that malke
your eriticlsm more powarful?

B{%: Sure, § thiink it does, It makes it more powerful
When | was Parks Dommissioner, ohe of the things that
was the mest holpful For me was when 2 Gouncll person
or g civic Jeader would call me and say, *Such-andsuch
aparkis ataess.” And 'd sey, “Wait s xeinute, My super-
visor told e that it's fine.” They'd say, “No, e, no—its
a mess, it horrible, Come out and see.” And I'd gb vut
20 see and they were right Your supervisors wind you
to look pood, they want 1o leok good, but you can't be in
every park ot all Himes,

CH: Your husband says you'd bo o grect mayor Do
yon agree with him?
B8Gh Oh, Lagree with him, sure

CH: Are you intercsted Io running for mayor?
BG: Leaving vy options open,

CH: You ¢ould actually he moyor since Bloombery
s been muking moves to possibly un for prosi-
dent, Which means you could bo moryor, briefly.
BG: If he wers to step down, | would be mayor for 60
days. Or if he won, § would he mayor for 66 days. And
then 1'd be mayor for 60 days snd of course I'd run
thete~If you hand It to me. Of cowse ' run then.

CH: Do you have any pola?

BG: No, I love dogs. My last dog we got of the poundeuw
the dog from hell. Tloved i but T cowddn't train him to
do anything. Be bit iné a touple of tmes. Bight months,
tying to meke this dog like me. The erly fanny story
with this dog--which Isn't that funny, actuaiyhe bit
e, and one day I was having 2 meeting with [Haalith)
Commissioner Frieden, And he had bitten me here
frotions to facel And 1 came In and he sees blood
end—as you Jmow, he's a doctor—he sups, “What's that?
Aze you pkay?" I sulg, “Yes. My feellngs are hut, It's 2
dog bite” He says, "Maybe you should go and have that
logked ab” He was wonderful--he took esze of it. The
dog had 2} his shots and everything, So a few days later,
1 g0t & notice from the Department of Health——this hod
nothing to do with Tom Frieden—it wos a colncidence
hecause my husband hed beer sitting In the park hoid-
ng the dog on nleash and the dog had bltten sormebody.
Ard I got this notice hecause the dug was vegistexed in
my name: "If your dog bites one more person we're
golng to have to destroy it” And then we found 2
Cathollc priest who was going ta taln himn, and the
priest couldn't train him, so the priest found a kome [for
him} in Malne.

CH: Do you Hke to cook?
BGr 1 Tova 1o ook,

CH: What avo your spectaition? Do you ke baking..
BG:] hate baidng. I'm terrible at baking, I'm good at fish,
vegetables, saleds, chicken, I'm not a good baker
because | don't measure well,

CH: Does your hushand ever cool you dinner?
BG: Oh, plenae!

Turkey Sa,ndmches and

The public advocate lkes her hwrkey sands
wiches with extre muslerd ond her meyers
with checks und brloncos,

CH: Doag be mictowsve you diooot? Ordor tut din-
zpr for yout

3G He con't even s the microwave, He can order gin-
ReT You sort of give up after a while.

CH: What's the last movie you saw?

B “Bicko." I thought It was teyrific, I don't Bunk every-
thing is perfest in Canada, and T certainly Xuow it's ot
yerfoct in England or Ivance, but the exaggerstion s
very furny and the stories about what goes on in this
country were horrific. It just brought home what T xeal-
Iy beleve—we really huve to do something about the
healtheaze system,

CH: What's the biggest mlstake you made in office
#0 for?

BC: Using the carwhen  showldn't have-~but 1 didn't lmow,
T didn't do it on pcpese. Becavse it becarne a big deal and
#ano distracting from e and the ofize. It was s 1nistake, I
readdn 6 rakstake and £ was wrong, but it was » hugs mistake.
And nobody told us, Why dont they telf us? Glve us the pol-
ley: We ali want @0 know. Frnot unusual. That’s the one thet
! feel was the most—4t caused a tot of anxdely In our office
and it caused me 2 lot of personal anxiety. GEH

eichna@manhattenmedia.com

To road more abuut which side of
town Belsy Gotboum prefors. her
thenghts en her prondohildien’s behovlor and the
celabrity with whown she aheres o worksout schad.
ule, vialt wwwalighellnows.com
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A Push to Restrict Tinted Windows in Cars

By SEWELL CHAN

A sedan with inted rear windows ditving rear Wail Straet. {Photo: Chris Hondros/Getly Imsgaes)

The city’s public advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, and lawmakers in the State
Legislature and the City Council are calling for Yaw enforcement authorities
to crack down on the use of Hegally tinted windows,

The three men charged in the killing of Police Officer Russel Timoshenko
last month were driving a stolen 8.U.V, with its rear window and rear side
windows tinted., The state’s Vehicle and Traffic Law prohibits overly dark
windshields or side windows, which must "admit at least 70 percent of
available light.” Rear windows can be completely dark, as long as the
vehicle has side-view mirrors.

Staté Senator Erie Adams, a Brooldyn Demacrat who was formerly a New
York City police captain, and Councilman Peter F. Valione Jr., a Queens
Democrat who Is the chairman of the Councll’s influential public safety
committes, said they would introduce legislation to crack down on tinted
windows, The legislation would, among other things, ban blacked-out back
windows on most vebicles, require anmual checks of window tint and
increase penalties on businesses that install illegal tints on cars. Auto shops
on Staten ¥sland, in particular, run a thriving business in tinting windows,
The Staten Istand Advance recentlynoted.

“Every time a cop approaches 2 car with blacked-out windows, he is deing
something no cop should have to do: walk blindly into a potentially
life-threatening situation,” Ms. Gotbaum said,

The Jawmakers gaid that tinted windows are especlally dangerons for police
officers. “Vehicle stops are one of the tnost dangerous duties put upon law
enforcement officials,” My, Adams gaid. “THegally tinted windows increase
that danger.”

Mz, Vallone said: “Aside from the dangers that our officers face, they need
to be able to see if passengers are hiding drugs or other criminal
paraphernalia. They can’t do that with a dark window staring them inthe
face.”

Asked about the proposal today, Mayor Bloomberg sald that he was not
familiar with the subject. “I'd love to tell you that I'm au courant on the
proposal to ban illegal tinted windows, but Fm not,” he said, “However,
can promise you Stu Loeser will get back with a short, pithy, insightful
staternent about that if you call our press office.” (Mr. Loeser, the mayor's
spokesman, said later, in a statement, “Much like the darldy tinted car
windows they are trying to limit, we're having a hard time lookdng into
these bills to see what's inside them. But in this case, it’s because we haven't
seen the actual bills.”}
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Mr. Adams and another state senator, Martin Golden, a
Brooklyn Republican, are proposing state legislation that
would prohibit unlimited tinting of read windows; require
annual inspections to make sure that the current tinting rules
are enforced; and increase penalties for violations, including
equipping vehicles with illegally tinted windows.

The state Jaw would not apply to most 8.U.V,’s, which fall
under a federal rule that permits back windows from being
tinted.

A related city bill would ban the sale of do-it-yourself
window tint film in the city, require auto shops that tint
windows to record and maintain license plate and driver
license information and the percentage of tint on each
window; and require with illegally tinted windows that are
impounded by the police to pay a deposit that will be
returned once the window is brought into compliance.

Technicians use tin{ meters to measure the amount of light
that passes through the glass, Owners of the 10.5 million
vehicles registered in the state would pay a $1 surcharge to
businesses to offset the cost of labor, training and equipment.
A current auto inspection costs $10 for the safety evaluation
and $27 for the emissions evaluation.

Michael M. Grynbaum contributed reporting.
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Dark-tinted car windows a boon to lowlifes, pols warn

-BY PETER KADUSHIN and DAVE GOLDINER
DALY NEWS WRITERS

Thursday, August 2nd 2007, 4:00 AM

A group of lawmakers yesterday declared war on dark-inted car windows, calling them a danger to police who
eannot tell whether drivers are reaching for a gun or thelr license and registration.

The group pushed for tougher enforcement and stiffer fines for drivers who hide behind darkened windshieids
and chop shops that install them.

Public Advocate Betsy Gothaum paid tribute fo slain Brooklyn Police Officer Russel Timoshenka, who was killed
when an ex-con opened fire durlng a routine stop of a car with finted windows,

*Every lime a police officer walks up to a car, his iife is in danger,” Gotbaum said at a Manhattan news
conference,

New York laws prohibit front snd drivel’s side windows that allow less than 70% of light into cars.

gut darker-finted windows are allowed on passenger and rear windows, and do-it-yourself window-tinting kits are
widely available,

Ofiiclals calfed for tint checks to be included in state Inspections. They want $250 fines imposed for violators and
a banh on home-tinting kits.

*T'he criminal element does not use tinted windows to protect themselves from dangerous UV rays,” sald state
San. Eric Adams (D-Brooklyn), a refired police captain, *They use them to protect their llegal activity.”

' dgoldiner@nydailynews.com
With Ernie Naspretio
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Problems

by Brooklyn Eagle {edit@brooklynesgle.net), published online 08-03-2007

Broken Glass, Shortage of Lifeguards, [ aﬁéﬁa zﬁ't'a 'ﬁb} { ﬁ;dd io‘cfn;%"}

Poorly Maintained Bathrooms,
Gdrbage D g N
By Qdlelia Bitton (B dnoat J

- Brookiyn Daily Eagle

BRIGHTON BEACH - Lina Ramsey
sirolis on the sand on Brighion Beach,
offen collecting shards of glass as she
goes. (lass collecting is  nelther
Ramsey's hobby nor her vocation, | piek
them up, because 1 don'l want pacple to
cut themselves,” she said yesterday on
the boardwalk,

New Yorkers for Parks, an independent
waichdog group, wants the beaches less
speckled with  glass  and  befter
mairtained. In an evaluation conducted
fast summer and released now, in which
New York's seven beaches were
reviewed on various jssues of safely and
cleanfiness, Brighton/Coney lsland Beach
ranked second worsi,

¥

Beaches received bad ratings because of

problems such as glass and litter on the Christian DiPalermo, executive direclor

shoreline and the sand, badly maintained of New Yorkers for Parks, speaks on the

bathrooms, broken waler fountains, and  Brighton Beach boardwalk alongside

beaches closed for swimming dus fo a8 Public Advocate Belsy Gothaum. New

shortage of lifeguards. Yorkers for Parks recently released a
report of New York's seven beaches, in

in the report, Wolfe's Pend Beach on  which Brighton/Coney Island Beach

Slaten Island fared poorest. Manhatlan ranked second Io the worst on issuss of |

Beach in Brooklyn as well as Orchard safely and cleanliness. Eagle photo by
Beach In the Bronx, two beaches on Qdelia Bitton

Staten Istand and ohe In Queens were all 1"

graded as “"challenged,” Cnly Midland
Beach on Stalen lsland received a
"satisfactory” grade,

Out of roughly 2% million people who fiotked to the cily's beaches last summer,

| pools. As 1t stands, said DiPalerme,

16.6 million seliled themseives on Brighten/Coney Isiand Beach. Indeed, this .
beach, which stretches for Z.7 miles from West 87th Street to Corbin Place, is a :
legendary home 1o countiess attractions, such as ihe Brookiyn Cyclones at
Keystone Park, the Mermaid Parade and the SirenFest music festival,

The repori, seni {o the Mayors Office, the Clly Councl speaker and Public
Advocale Betsy Golbaum, s inlended, according fo the group, “lo garner the
public's attention.”

Gotbaum has recently mobilized on the Issue, “We all want New Yorkers to be safe
and have a clean beach,” she said yesterday at an outdoor press conference on the
Brighton Beach boardwalk. Standing beneath 2 scorching sun, Christian DiPalermo,
exaculive director of New Yorkers for Parks, explained his stance before the
conference began.

"We need 10 Invest more resources 1o put more wirkers on the beach itself to clean
up the Hiler and the glass,” DiPalermo said.

After {aking a short stroll with DiPalermo along the boardwalk, Golbaum offered her
findings, in addition fo the "excessive amount of glass® she observed.

“The bathrooms are repulsive,” she began. “On this beach, there are no signs in.
Russian, | want to ask the Parks Depariment to make sure there are signs in
Rusgsian and also in Bpanish [to tell people to clean upl.”

Gotbaurs, a fosmer parks commissioner, admilted, “The Parks Deparlrent can't do
it all.” She did, however, offer her own services. The public advocate said that she
would laok into the possibility for legislation that would require people 1o put their

-drinks Into plastic cups before heading to the sand, *We'd like to support that plece

of legislation,” DiPalermo responded. “If you can't have [glass bottles] in Yankee
Biadium, you should not have them on the beach,”

Lack of Lifeguards,Damaged Boardwalks

“DiPalermo also emphasized the need for more Beguards along Ihe beaclys

parimeter 1o avoid closing off porfions of the beach. Cheryl Huber, the group's
research direclor, said that 32 percent of the beaches citywide were cfosed fast
summer due fo a shortege of lifeguards.

DiPaiermo said that the city has not met its goal, outfined In city records from 1998,
of recrulting a total amount of 1,200 ifeguards to be positioned at its beaches and.
there Is a reliance on international lifeguards,
“Chiidren aren't being taught to swim. It affects Feguard recruitment,” he said,

Another concern mentioned at the meeting and shared by many beachgoers is
damagéd,-boardwalks. DiFalermo said thal was nol a major problem jor the
boardwalk where he was stending, Indeed, a couple of feel off; there were visibly
bright'and new plarks set in alongside the older ones. But beachgoer Ramsey, who
is concerned about the issue of safety, sald tha!l she just saw someonhe in front of
hef who tripped on wood that was julfing out fror the boardwaik,

Rif Hékag, who comes to the beach from Borough Park, said, “You could knock
your heac out if you don't look.”

Hakag had additional observations of his own. Pointing to a nearby resting place on

© - the sand, where tables and chairs are shaded by a concrete sfructure, he said, “It

stinks.” There are flies and garbage there alt the time, he said.

: Hakag, who said he visits the beach “as much as | can,” did observe one

irprovement, “The bathrooms are a lot betier than they used to be 10 or 15 years

. ago”

Offering its own perspective on the beach repori, the Depariment of Parks and

Recrealion said in a statererd: "By every measure, New York City's beaches are in
better shape now than at any other fime, with more than $50 million invested in
capital beach improvements and surrounding recreational resowrces since 2002,
stronger performance measurement systems, betler technology, close parnerships
with the NYPD, dedicated community pariners, expanded walerfroni recreaﬁonaﬂ

opportunities and ADA access.”
1

; With several weeks left lo summer, DiFalerme has faith thal the Depariment of

~-+ Parks and Recreation wilt improve the general cleantiness of these seven beaches.’

“It's unique for such a city,” DiPelermo sald. “I's 14 miles of coastiine. i's just

© Brooklyn Daily Eagle 2007 ‘
. All materials posted on BrookjynEagle.com are profected by Uniled  Stat
* Lopyright lew.

gem for us to have. We have lo keep i safe and clean.”
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Nueva York aprobé una Jey en el 2008

para asegurar Iz méxnna partmpac:én

“de pequenios. g mpresafios én el progra- ;
ma ‘Mmonty ‘ond WoanOwned Bu-"
sinegss Enterprise’ (MYWBD), ‘6lo 202 .
companias de hlspanos ‘delas 120 milde
NYC, han logrado formar parte del de- -
P al%amento de pegiuenas -erapresas y.

servicios (SBS), que administra este

programa, $eglin un reciénte inforimede
; Betsy. Got— .

la defensora publma de NY!
bauin, -

+ La bufocrama ¥ Ia falta de mfor-
macién y.comunjcacion fiulda con la;-*
_agencia, son aigunos de Jos metivos por

los que ios empresanos Tatinos ¥ las
mujeres rio pueden acceder 2l programa

. “1,05 pimeros no engafian, tampoco

las montafas de papeles para realizarla |
aplicacién. Deberfan haber hechd mu -
cho ‘més para ayudar a navegar por el

v S

' '.':'.preceso” dijo Gotbaum.

|1 buroepacia yilta do

“Por a oficing de Rick Miranda pre-

‘Hispanic Chamber of Comimerce’ pasan

“dedenas”de personas buscando orien-’
© empresa es més,
en’’
Programa, pero .
31 s:gue dsinin- .

tacmn para solicitat la solicifud. -
C«Silo arreg}an yocreo guees un

informiion.Jos leja de . &
Ia 0pnrtumdad e hager - 1
Regoulo.con fa ghdad,

segfin un informe de fa
defonsora piib!ma

. tiémpo.

_Para
las = personas
< que no entien-

- den mglés, €s

-una tragedza" afirmé eranda

A este problema, se uné -una vez
regisiradas las compafifas, a la difieul-

‘tad de gue las nuevas compafifas ac.

cedan a los contratos, “Tienen que dar

més contratos a las nuevas, introducir .
"un método para que te conozean y te den

. partxczpé ‘activamente en el informe:
sidente -de Brooklyn (Kings: Ccunty) -
. Hegé embarazada g estée pais V' &in saber

la opo:tumda P agregé Miran

- Parala empresaria Dulce Ramos que L

Mpd palabra de - mgiés mantener una
el gue ¢ menzarla

T "No estamos p1d1enc§e hmosna, sino
'que nds. dbran las puerzas. Estoy a favor

el dopieepto del programa M/WBE pero |,
- " con todo el papeled de 18 Pagings, mds |

documentos s;mplemente lo dejé, y Ia
""cuasuén esté ‘en busicar crmo pucte ser

ficaz”; afipmé Ranios, que fund6 una.|:

. compania -de; ensenanz'a_, de idiomas. ¥y

entrenapiento de recursos humanos, eh |
1a que trabajan més de 45 empleados.
¥] 8BS, que harecibeen este informe .
varias recomendacmnes, seftala que el
reporte es “incorapleto y distorsionalos
logros de este departamento, de la ciu-.
dad y organizaciones no lucrativas para
expandir opoxiunzdades alas empresas
en manos de las minorias o mujeres”,
dijo la vocera Kara Alaimo, de 8BS, |
Judith.torrea@eldioriony.com '




. g?&aﬁg Study Finds NYC's
tzam School Breakfast
Program Is Failing

¥ Low-Income Kids

August 07, 2007

. Breakfast may be one of the most imporiant meals of
» the day, but many of the city’s low~income children '
aren't getling it.

According fo a study by-the Food Research Action
Center, 80 percent of the ¢ity's low-Income students
are not getting breakfast at school. Advocates say that
one in five city kids lives in & home that cannot afford a
sufficient supply of food. The study examined ofher
school breakfast programs in various big cities,

Only 29 percent of those who get school lunches in
New York also get school breakfasts. That's compared
to 98 percent in Portland; 94 percent in Newark; 64
percent in Boston; and 55 peréentin Los Angeles.

“The fact that we have a Zgﬁﬁr@menﬁ: record, versus i
Newark, New Jersey, whictihds a 84 percent record is
really something we should be embarrassed about,"
said Council Member David Weprin,

" think of & child who goes to school and doesn't eat
breakfast, how can that child concentrate, how can he
or she really learn?” said Public Advocate Betsy
Gotbaum.

Lawmakers want to move the breakfast into the
classroom, which has shown fo work In Newark. The
city has already started experiments doing just that.

The Bioomberg administration also adopted universal
school breakfast, and has seen participation increase
by six million meals over the last three and a half

|
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i The deluge was the third this

4 year to cause significant sexrvice

" Gisruptions and forced the MTA
1o adlmit it failed commauters,
“We dlearly need to sh

Aarpern:
our response,” MTA CEQ Eliot

* Sander conceded last pight. “We
lost basically every single iine at
New Work City Transit.,”

. “We were not prepayed,” Sand-
or sakd on New Yorls &, before ar-
guing that the sgency “did not

. havenotice” of the severRy of the
storm.

The massive problems were
simifar to those suffered in a Sep-
-tember 2004 slorm that led the

- Metropelitan Transporiation Au-

 thoriy’s Inspector general o

. sharply criticize fhe agency's

s einergency preparation and ro-

| BPODRSe.

U Testerday's flooding was so

; bad that the MTA was forced to

. toke drastic xaeasures: For the

. L #Hrat fhme in recent memoxy, lis of-

" Feials told riders to stay away.
T "We're tefling people not o use
the subway,” NYC Transit spoles-
nan Paul Flenzanges sald yester-
day morning on the TV news
% well afler the rain bad stopped,
: “Right now ... it is not the
i place to g0, he gaid. "Peaple can
+* gtay home, 50 sia¥ home”
. But it was 100 Tate for millions
tof subway fiders gaud hundreds
¢ of thousans;ef commuter traln
. passengers Whb aixeady had left
* home. They ‘were stranded or

"% forced to endure delays as long

- as four howrs as they attempted
o navigate the sosked transit sys-
. tem,

The evening rush hours were
“glill & mess. Several lines — the
"R G, Y Rand W were stilt
¢ partiy or totatly shut down jate

' yesterday.
. "They can send a man to the
< . 7600, but they can't fix this prob-
lem,* Julie Vasquez, 43, of the
- .Broox fumed at 33rd St yester-

_day movning when her No. 2

irain stepped running. “Rvery
yeay, it's the same thing.”

Transit officials cohceded the

network of pumps, ¢ity sewers

~4nd drging that protects the cily's

subways from ficoding s flawed.

- Ciov. Spitzer directed Sander

_and his engineers to report back

in 30 days on the causes and pos-

" sible solutions. The inspector
_general wiil also investigate.

_Gander said the subway sys- .
tem-\is?des.ignég o pandle Wi 7

ihctied bf Eai oGS POt Bl | ., ¥ bloneRus@myigiieiss.com

o %w 1
| Downpour swarmps subwa
| stranding thousands of riders

I THEMTADIDNT goyourway. . &

1 A raging storm overwhelmed the subways’ water
1 pumps and city sewer system yesterday ~— knocking
1 out sexvice and causing long delays on every subway -
| line in the underground network. v

e et

RBY PETE DONCHUE
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

at twice that xate yesterday.
after the massive mess in
2004, the MIA. inspector general
satd transit officials failed fo
keep drains leading fo -‘pump
rooms” clear of trash ang mdck.
_ The apency also falied to con-
duct adeguate maintenahee on
drainage ¢quipment ahd some
workers took too long 14 iet to
flopded arcas, the report faid.

Investigators found no fallures
at ihie poughly 300 proping facti-
tiss bn 20604 but Sdid uch 6f the
postable pumpiog eg&i?mcnt
owned by the agency wasit used
because it was too heavy and
cumbersome to move guickly

Spitzer satd o} the vecomimen-
dations in the report wers imple-
mented, but added, "Cleasly they
were sot subficlent.” -

City Councll Spealer Christine
Quinn and Pubilic Advocate Belsy
Gotbaum demanded answers,

*“This & unacceptable. We can-
not have a situation where eyery
fime there's(hsignificant rain,
the subways gé completely out of
whaol " Quimfseid. -

Mikg Lomburdl, head of sub-
way 6pérgtions Bt NYC Transit,
said cityiSewers were ovaer-
whelmed; then backed up into
subways, leaving nowhere for
workers to pumy the waten

Since 1982, $367 million hae
been invested to improve 269
pump royms. An additional $115
million has been earmarked to
upgrade the remalning 18 pump
roome. The work is scheduled fo
e completed in 2014,

‘Water can otipple the subways
by knocking out underground sig-
nals. Officials also must cut the
power when water gets dose o
the electrified thivd rail. Delays
linger because after the water 8
pumped out, wozlers raust re-
move debris, test equipment and
make vepairs, officials said.

On aversge, a single pamp
yoom ¢can handle about 1,500 gal-
lons per minule, officials said.

NYC Translt pumps 13 million
gallons of weter out of the sys-
tem a dwy — even when if's not
raining - because of grovndwa-
ter in the system, Lorobardi said.

“Qur pumps are always worl-
ing," he sald. “We're In the busl-
nass of moving water — but not

in.busigess . of moving water i

wiieh it éomes doVn like ariver”

jis—
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How bad was ybur
commute yestﬁrday

fb’;t—

City, MTA spar over ﬂood

Masshittan ! i o sewer pipes. Sone of these
i PAYRICK ARDEN and devices . hadn't  been
3 e normally SOSHUA RHETT MILLER repaired in decades.
hkes meamox of 55 minutes. i Siace then, NYC Transit
Today it 1eok me twe howrs - eovero. While abad storm.  has redoubled its efforts to
and fartyfivé. | toak three qualifies as an act of God. bring the system’s 289
trains and ene bus. Byt the bus previous Tainwelated shut:  pump roomns into estateoft
driver was fantasticl” - downs ofthe subwaysystem* goodrepair The last 18 are
- o ‘havae been used as oppoHily, ; ; scheduled to be rehabilitat-
nities to Tearn and TnpreoyE! ,gd iy 2010,
W Last yoar a xeport by tHEAT: But the subway's pump-
MTA’s Inspector General Ing systenn was favited for
cooctuded “it would be _ yesterday'sflooding by Gov
wrong te dismiss the sexvice . Ellot Spitzer. City Council
SEA i aim: Cliris-
3 Quinn,
ble. lle;t atgand| ot to work R 4”"' d Public
at s quarter to 1. Whenthe £ ,, Advocate
ratin stopped, | took the - mgetsy  Gog
exprass bus! . fbavm. Quinn
and Gotbata
Qwen hifeven sent a
Hourican TR wn‘-.mu. Fietier 1o out-
87, accotmt gact GF Sep! going Chafrman. Peter
manager an‘actof God* orbad ttmmg Kalikow, derpagding techni-
Manhatten and 41 to take sieps to  cal information on the
Al i a.ddress avoidable prob- pumps.
: - “it was bad, - Jerss® “We axé concerned that
But the attitude of everyons - After the 2004 zains from.  the age.and maintenance of
commuting was great, Every- Hurzcane Frances flooded  the pumnps may ba con-
ong was thinking, fet's just get - the subway, the Inspector  tributing to the ﬁoeding
to work, There was 5 sense of General found problems matlsplagmngﬂze system,”
solidarity, K's just a bad . with check valves, which wiote, .
weather situation, you'can't | Acommuter leaves a crowded 2 3raln and tip! aes through the preventywater fom flowing ALl of pur prmp ToOTS,
confrol it ﬂoodea ptatform esihetraen‘is delayed at Gmnd Army Plaza. upingo tifgsubwayﬁemﬁﬂi extept for one that bad 2

watex, worleed as designad,”
responded NYC Transit
spokesptrson Paul Flew- |

blown fase becanse of ail the §
i

Fanges.

He pointed to ihe city's
cornbined sewer system, -
which handles both waste
and rainwater The gty iscuz-
rently spending $300 million
2 year to upgrade pipes and
build a new stormwarer
drainagesysm Butfornow |
the sewers can'thandle a dek-
uge of more than acoupleof
inches,

“Gerserally the systema can
acconunodate vajin if it's
spread out over time, but
when: #'s so much, so fast,
it puts a strain on,” said
Michael  Saucier, a
spokesman for the city's
Department of Bovirgmanen-
ta] Protection. "The infia-
structare and gystems sre | -
heavily tawed by severe
SEOLS. -

NYC Transit prnps wates
_ from the subway inio those
" same Sewers.

“We pump jato the dty
sewer systes, and the city
is dealing with flooding and
overwhelmed sewers, our
water can't go anywhere
either” said Favranges. “Ii's

+ unfortunate. but it's that

simple.

“H's like a dog Chasing its
tail. Where's the waler
golngto end up? Inthebase-
ment. Who's the basement?
We nre

q‘
T L, T T T E
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By Michels De %‘Iegiic

The’ pulfhc s Just, as
responsible’ fort, kecying
leda!. beaches clenr; 45 the-
city is, the pubﬁc ad\rocafa
asserted, '

Standing- . o ~the
R.mge‘lman&ﬂbardwéik -af
B:lghtcnﬁ Saxu.t,,Betsy
Gotbaun “HE
goers to dd,the
keep the. snbd“an

TagaaLr

et gt AR TD o Jrebia e 4 ST Ny

Oﬁicaals say'c!eanlmess iS key

thet 5:1}5' % badches; algd |
+ calied for.the comtrupity’s.

arf 1o the gach, Il
ri watdr

P L

R doatie wgpaged  Jmanw g gupoww

You

Chxlsuan D:!’hlemz
executive director of 1N
“Yorkers for . Parks, whith
tecertly relessed a report -
about the ctean}mess of

-Ghﬂguan DiPa Y of New Yodcars for

baacbas clean.

involvement in “pitching ,

mr and making sure they b&uthut!leé arzbroke.x&and
U;sve;,brpken giﬁsg 'op'_

d%_‘ﬁ:md

Pa

ar

“ Advopdla Belay- Giotbaum say Brooklyn&tes mvsi help %{ésy

yoindf} flass’ siads Jikeithe - bitlery £, maintenance;
+ sand walked by ba:efooted- teeins ke the clty can’t
4o, anything for the yub!ic .
fymore, . spid thee gést

RN

Fittedt it el

-

liz‘ce ipss ) ple thit, t'ney have 10°
. busied, in/ 1he safd, Thg‘ up aftes”

o be” saf"‘” b "éo'ﬁ
s W Lot ddecsl e ot
téan

thcmselvas

) Exyg;; ,@‘Beacg,m‘ ummwﬁm thdf his”,; glhss Gaime from a'omke
n§h"" ails; 551 EthHed. o
mg‘;:g%ﬂe’%hll '&ugted b, -;gxgé;s; i
B g 25 ! Sopiess od
Hor &émm"% Lo -““ iPaigims 4

Comhwdﬁomﬂz’gzd
rather than in the sand, .
Gotbaum said, 5he' is
. interested . in- craftmg
legislation fd prohibit
. pecple from taking glass.:
bottles  bought , from
ocal vendora dnto she
" sand.
. Phil.
spokesperson for the city -
Parks Department, said
such a ban is already in
iece.,
HParks a]reaciy p:o~
_hibits ‘Blass. bottles on”

- that by .educafing ‘the
public we will eliminate
the broken glass .that
often results,” he said,
“For ‘example, large
signs are, posted at
Coney Island next to,
trash dans stating “Glass
and Litter Go Hete, Not
on the Beach.”™
Since ‘Brookiyn

such” an zthnigally
diverse-. - borough,

should be, posted ] in sov-

‘ Brightont” Beach]
Csmid, e -
Abramsqn, a o

the beach -and-we- hope ~ Parks repiort said many "

rooms and, brolcen water
fountmns. '

Gothaum |

pdal different Jai

"p‘

nguagies. |t

" Russien-.

eriormoys - .
sgeaking commumty‘[m

he-

“Some. vendors have.,
Tne.d 1o help out by.not
selling glass bottles. "

“Litter ismt-‘the onliy.-.
« problent, plagumg 3oca1
beachey, . * .

New Yorkers_.

. for

beaches have dirty bath-

- At Brighton Beach :
Gotbaum said, “The -
ba;hrooms are
sepulsive” . )
The-Parks Depamnem
says~it‘s ‘working 10 keep
city beaches in. good’
congmon and 'that they
“are in better Shape oW -
.than at any other time.”




PoRTAALE RSy

By Michéle De Maglio .
If yon want to piay,,
you’ve got to pay.
That's -the .message
+ Public -Advocate Betsy
Gotbaumn sent to Thor
Equities - developér Joe
Sitt. Whilg holding a press
confe_rence in Brighton
Beach, Gotbaum said she
is_in talks with 8itt and
will a5k him about the
pbssnlbﬁity of paymg . for
1epairs. 1o, the cmmblmg
boaxdwaik
. The idea.of mvolvmg a
pnvate developer in a
public -space has evoked

mixed feelings from local.

residents but’ the cxty
Parks Department says it’s
open 1o the possibility of
financial assistance.

tiDgpartment

Spokesperson Phil
Abramisort ‘explained, “A

compléte ‘restoration of -

the entire boardwalk is
required dnd .we need a
multimillion dollar alloca-
tion of capital funds for
this to happen.-While we
bope to obtain public
funds, we would also wel-

come domations from pri- .
vate 1:’1d1v1duals or bnsv

nesses for this purpdse.”
 Any, .sich financing

would be fun by the pub~_

lie.

‘ sli public property, any
 potential reconstraction

5 &ﬁx}d istill be subject to,

--4»

‘u’mty review, open
b;démg among contrac-

tors, and the rest of the |

2 “S:ﬁce the boardwalk is

city  capital  project

process,” Abramson
noted.

Coney Island resi&ems
said they'd back a devel-
oper's involvement — and
cash - as+long as there's
no ulterior motive,

“If someone wants to
repair the boardwalk and
pay for it in fuil, that’s
fine,” sald Todd Dobrin,

. chair of the Coney Istand

Friends of the Boardwalk:
“If ‘they want something {°
in retorn for it, that’s a
whole other story.”

“I think it’'s a gocd
thing getting different
people, different entities
mvolved,” said
Community * Board 13
member Brian Gotlieb, "I
don™t think it would lead
to the privatization of the
beach. Even if there was

an attempt at privatiza-’

tion, I can say the comma-
nity would never allow it
to happen.”

' Do‘bri_u said the board-
walk is detenoratmg 50
quickly that the city can’t

afford to wait for a devel-

oper to pay for repairs and
emergency funding should .,

. be allocaied.

The city may hltlmatel}(

become involved, as Thor’

Equities’ $1.5 billion plan
to bring amusements and
hotels to Corey Island 1s
reportedly stalled. :
A spﬁkesperson for;
Thor Equities did nof:
respond for comment,
Contlnued on page 13

:,Wa'lk

O'IJJIQIOIJI‘GI('AAJ

r_vw ter s wm.: ».r mewwm

[ Officials 00"

for boardwalk
ﬂmdmg

Commaedfrom page EN
. Regardless' of ' which
developer begins  con-
struction in Coney Jsland,

for repairs to the board-
walk, said - City

Recchia,
“Whoever develops, ~
hé's going to probably

‘thave fo knock down part

of the boardwalk for
development,” he said. “I
would (like to se¢ the
developer contribute to
the community by putting

those involved should pay

Councalmember Domenic -

16026 lﬁﬂ_ﬁﬂ’if « 91 m;.m’a:;". gL aﬁe@i

e .

tin a brand new boarci~ s

walk”

In  the
Abramson said the. Paiks
Department is trying to fix
the raised and .rotting
boardwalk planks.

“Parks - iaintenance
fcrews are on the board-
walk every day petfori-
ing spot repairs as they are

reported to us,” he said,

meantime,

. 50 cents
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M.T.A. Girds for Possible Flash Floods

By SEWELL CHAN
Updated 5:31 pamn.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority |
sent employees fanning out across the clty, put
buses on reserve, rechecked storm drains and
postponed virtnally all construction this
afterncon, as meteorologists forecast strong
thunderstorms for tonfght and early Friday
mOorning. At 4:12 pJn., the National Weather
Service issued a flash flood watch for New R :
York City and northeast New Jersey, in effect g e nc v et
from midnight tonight unti} Friday afterncon.  wayor Michael R, Bloctabary afficized
“The weather service said the city could receive gﬂ;ﬂ&fﬂﬁ:";ﬁ% Fholo: )
from an inch to an inch and a half of rainfall. ‘

“Soil moisture levels ave already high, which will increase the amount of
rain that results in runoff,” the weather serviee warned. “This will tax local ©
sewar systerms and result in significant rapid rises on smali streams and
rivers, and could result in flash floods across the watch area.”

This morning, Gov. Eliot Spitzer and Mayor Michaet R. Bleomberg, on a
visit to a community health center in Hell's Kitchen, faced a barrage of
guestions about the destructive storm that flooded the subway system on
Wednesday and stranded legions of frustrated commuters,

"Nobody is satisfied with what happened yesterday and the MT.A's
performance,” Mr. Bloomberg said. “The bottom Hine is the subway system
is pretty reliable.”

At a 4:30 p.m. news conference, Eflfot G, Sander, the chief axecutive of the
M.T.A., announced that Christopher P, Boylan, the authority’s deputy
executive director for corporate and community affairs, will oversee a task
force that will examine what went wrong on Wednesday, The task foree will
includa the authority’s inspecior general and the city’s commissioner

of environmental protection.

Mr, Sander announced:

We will be strategically placing pumps throughout the system at
potentially flood-prone locations, strategically placing
management and customer personnel at key stations
throughout the system to help our customers navigate in case of
service disruptions. We'll be adding additional support
petsonnel — such as signal ventilation and drainage maintainers
- 50 that we can immediately address any situations that may
arige.

The authority put hundreds of buses frotn New York City Transit, Long
Island Bus and its express and suburban bus fleets on reserve in case they
are needed to move stranded subway passengers on Friday, The authority
also “rechecked drains to ensure they are free of debris from vesterday's
event,” Mr. Sander said.

“We're prepared to postpone any unnecessary constrizction for the duration
of the inclement weather, if necessary,” he added.

Mr, Spitzer blamed the flooding on an unusually heavy rainfall that defied
historical probability and on a transit system that did not communicate
effectively and was caught by surprise when torrents of water deluged the
tunnels.

The transit svstem was supposed to be able to withstand rainfallof un to an




inch and a half per hour, Mr, Spitzer said, adding that up to three
inches of rain in one hour had entered parts of the system on
Wednesday. H was the third time in seven months that rains had
caused significant subway disruptions, and Mr. Spitzer said that
under normal circumstances, such voluminous downpours occur only
about once a decade. (Mr. Spitzer’s source for the siatistic of three
inches of rain in one hour, which he also made on Wednesday, was
not quite clear, The National Weather Service says that more than
three inches of rain were recorded on Wednesday moming at
Kennedy International Airport, but that appeared to be over a period
of several hours.)

“There was a cascading effect in which water could not be absorbed
into the sewer gystem,” Mr. Spitzer said. “The subway became in
essence the residual reservoir for water flowing off the streets.”

The governor hag ordered the M.T.A. to conduct a 30-day
investigation into preventing systemwide disruptions. The review
will also address internal communication within the MLT.A. and
communication between the authority and riders, as well as ways fo
better anticipate heavy rain and stop water from entering the system.
For instance, Mr. Spitzer said, with adequate notice, transit workers
can place sheets of plywood over sidewalk ventilation grates to
prevent water from flowing into tunnels. The authorify’s failure to
anticipate the force of the storm contributed to the insufficient
response, he said.

“We are asking the very hard questions,” Mr, Spitzer said. “Wag
there sufficient aftention being paid?”

Part of the review will examine the authority’s relationship with the
meteorologists it hires, “Clearly there was either 2 breakdown in
what they knew or what they conveyed to us or what we did once we
got it,” he said.

Christine C. Quinn, the City Council speaker, said that she and
Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum had asked the M.T.A. foran
exanination of pumping and mechanical systems in the subways.
Last year, a report that analyzed flooding during Hurricane Frances
in 2004 identified drainage problems within the subway system.
“Clearly what was found in that report must not have been
implemented,” Ms. Quinn said, “The prior M.T.A. and the prior
governor failed to heed any of the recommendations that had been
made.”

As predictions of another turbulent storm loomed, Ms. Quinn
reminded a group of reporiers that certain forces of nature are
beyond the control of human beings. “We give a lot of responsibility
to the speaker of the City Council,” Ms. Quinn said. “But being a
meteorologist isn’t one of them.”

Colin Moynihan contributed reporting.
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‘Public advacate calls for state aiency for ¢hildren's
welfare

Posted by Blalen Island Advance Augast 16, 2007 1:15PM
- Categores: News

.. Inthe wake of thls most recant report on the shoricomings of the

* Adrnlnistration for Childran's Servicea (ACS), Public Advotate Belsy
' Gothaurn has refterated her desire to have the state create an Independent
" Ofice of the Ghild Advocale,

“ACS has showrn us that they are simply not capable of profecting all of owr

. chiidren,” Golbaur said In & statement, "Evary time a falality rmakes front
page news, ACS apologlzes and promises change, But thelr mea culpas
have not resulled in gnough Improvemeat to kasp all sur most winerable
peuple safe!

" This stalement from Gethaum comes Just & day aller a damning report
- puliinad the many mistakes of ACS caseworkers, investigaling ciaims of child

. abuse nd negled sler 10 chidren gied a8 a resull of mishandled
- Investigations.

" ‘That number may rise, as Staten lstander Malley Gonzalez Is elinging to lIfe &t
. Richmond Univarsity Medical Center, West Brghlon, afler aflegedly being
beaten by her mother, Marlene Medina and her boy friend, Edwin Garcia,

Halley's bictogical father, Maunel Gonzatez, Is currently serving a two-year
prisor lerm for bealing her In a Brocklyn apartment earlier this year.

A fow weeks before the beating Hally sustained, Ms. Medine, a New Brighton
rasident, canceled ar appolniment wilh an ACS representative, Ms. Medina
alst has a two-mordh-old child with Garcls, who is currently in the AQB's
custody,
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Riders Vented Their Frustration

¥ .

. By ARIPAUL

The Metropoiitan Trans
% portation Authority's Web
site was temporatily dowe,
The messafes on station
public address systems wers
typically indecipherable,
dhen neprly every subway
line came to & bait Aug. B

205 EX ST e ¥ ARt drt

2.e

¥
@
]

on New Yok City Transit
workexs to zid them in find-
ing alternative travel op*
tions.
Train Operators and Cons |
? ductors working on the
Y namereuns non-operating
Jines that morning wexe on
standby, awaiting ordexs to,
yegume Service, Lhey werg
paid their regular wage,
which is the normal practice.
But one 4dine Train Opera-
tor, who apoke o the condi-
tion of annzgmit o WBE GT-
defed to the Yool i
station on the 45,6
- where he was giving
: * tons to paBsengers.
"whe ChletLendurfns hencr

A Tough Audichoe : ; . e
e ST CHAOB AND CONFUSION: A fitation Superintendent, left offercd advice &
It was “rough and hid,” stranded passengers at the Brooklyn Bridge station on the 4 &, 8 line Aug. 8 aftel
he Said, besanse “they don't  track flooding brought neaxly all subway trafficto a halt.
' . know whexe they progoing” . . -
. - hn NYC raniit worlter “iyn Bridge station, & Stations s going %o rain in the slde of their job titles to alle
since 1988, .he believed he wperintendent also dicected  five boroughs,” Ms. Quinn viate the morning’s coafur

u

LI

should be paid overtime for  fool frafiic. said. “We're going to need g 5100,

dping worlt that was eutside  That sfternoon Councll  subway system that can deal o think iv's great thal

of his job tifle. . Bpesker Christine Quinn pnd  with 87 they're there, Mg, Gotbaurm

’ On the station's uptown Public Advocate Bets{y Gt . said, while lamenting the in,
wrence Poory Lack of Info adequacy of the subways

platiorm .wear% siraphang- haum held a press con
‘ors vow[xzaé_t eir froptra- o discuss a letter addressed L)u'b te address system.
tion as an emply express 1o MTA Chairman Pater 8, Mg Gotheum charged that  Fhank you N, Gonductor
train crawled noxth, ont of Kalikow expressing ountrags  the MTA failed to properly and Mr, Train v
service, A transit worker di- . ab the pystemn's tnability and quickly disseminate in- Counctl Transportation
. Tecting pussengert throw up  deal with heavy rain and ye-  formabion to riders, ndding  Cosuiftee Chairman John
hig arms and rephisd, L don't %gesﬂng information on the  that the MIAs Weh site was 14y Jater signed thely fetler.
want te be doing thie.? AT pumping system, temporanily Inoperative dur: Tn it, they imploved the MTA
Station Agents darted in which failed to remove water  ing the ovinis, She com, W improve us pervices an
and out of their booths to a5 quickly enough te keep the spended Train Opexators and #2id " moys effective public
aist riders. Tnside the Brook- trains rapning ab vush hour,  Conductors for stepping out- communication system
- reeds to be devaloped, to bet-
ter alext commubers to any
delays that do ccour New
Yorkers deserve beftor n
should not expect Lhat any-
thme it ralns y Fiil expert
. ence the inconvenience they
&d today” -

Spitzor Wanis Answers

. Governor Spitzer ssked for
a veview of the system it the
walse of e crigis. At press
conforencea with hizs Aug. B,
MTA Executive Direcior and
CEO Eifiot G. Sander stated,
S Geosng and intensity of
the storm took us by sui-

rise, becease 3t was not pre:
dicted by the National

Weather Sexvice. The storm
then hit 7ght_sround high
tide, putting further pres-
sure on our infrastructure.
Finally, the intensity of the
gtorm bronght torrential
rajnfall, as the Governoy Was
saying, in & short period of

: ST time, overwhelming both our

. Fh ChlefLobdenPat Armow fumga ang the sewer gystem

NEW YORKERS DESERVE BETTER: City Counell Spealter Christine Guitn, ¥ight,  that & peeded 1o accept the
and Public Advocate Betsy Gatlspum, expressed outmqf over thisubway shutdown  pump water. AS a resalt, we

i n Jotter £o MTA Cheirman Peter &, Raltikow Ang. 8. They demanded information 2d water conditions through-

ow the ave of the pumoling svstem and asked for improved public communicetion,  entaor svstem,

.Tramsii:W@rkers Felt Post-Storm Heat .
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" heS: Spike due to more children being

put in care after 06 Nixzmary murder

THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN BEING ABUSED or
neglected in foster caie skyrocketed by at least 57%

nydailynews,com

DALY NEWS

Sunday, August 19, 2007

this year, an

“You expect a child to be safer
in a foster home. These are kids
who have been sbused, and you
don’t want to see them sbused
again,” said one watchdog.

Tuvestigators at the Administra-
don For Children's Services found
that at least 300 foster care chil-
dren wers abused or neglected
this fiscal year, which ended July
1, according to statistics abtained
by the Daily News.

That's up from 191 in 2008,

ACS attributes the spike to 2
rise in overall reporis of child
abuge and neglect and more chil-
dren coming into foster cars since
January 2006, when the horrifie
death of Teytarold Niemary
Brown triggeved  helghtened
awareness of battered chifdren.

“ie are focused on raoting out
any foster family who 15 not fuifill-
tng thair responsibility to provids
these vulnerable children with &
safe and securs home,” ACS Com-
missioner Jobn Mattingly said,
adding that “while no abuse i tob
erable or tolerated, the rate of

‘Woman stalsbed
outside E. Side flat

A JYEAR-OLD woman was
stabbed during an apparent
robbery owside her lower
East Side apartment eazly yes-
terday, cops and ralatives said.

Bleeding from her stomach,
Jambe Pavila stumbled into
her Columbie St. home sbhout
1 a.m., her nephew sald.

Three men had robbed her
of two rings and a setof brace-
tets, police said,

Davila be%ged a neighbor
to call 911. Paramedics sped
her to Bellevue Hospital,
where she wag in critical con-
dition yesterday afterncon.

“My daughter wes the one
that colled the ambulance”
said nelghbor Raquel Cortez,
41, a medical assistant, “[Davi
Ia] was coming into the build-
ing holding her stomach,
bleeding, asking for help.”

Warren Woodbery I,
aud Rleole Bode

alarming jump raising concerns about
the quality of the cify’s foster homes,

abuse in foster care — 1.8% v is
very small.”.

YWhile the city experienced a
surge in the number of child abuse
chatpes and kids In care in the
wake of Nixzmary's death, those
figures are starting to taper off,

ACS predicts 6,300 children will
enter foster care in 2007 «~ down
from 7,600 last year but up from
4,800 In 2609, Similaxly, reports of
abitce are expected o hit 61,000
this year, down slightly from last
year's 63,000 but up from 48000
in 20065, -

Some officials fear that in the
city's zead to find foster homes for
the extra children entering the sys.
temy last year, officials didn't
sereen and monitor foster parents
darefully enough.

“If you rash to #ill & demand,
sometimes you are golng to get
peopte who are not ready to do the
job, und it is & tough job,” sald
Councilman. Bl de Blaste (-
Brookbn), who heads the Coun-
cll's Child Weltare Committee.

The majority of substantiated
charges in the foster cave cases in-
volved physical abuse — 66 cases
- while nine were for eduentional
neglect, 11 were for sexual abuse
and many were filed a3 ovepall ne-

et

ACS offictals could pot immedi.
ately say how meny children had
been removed from these homes
but said that foster parents are
held to higher standards than birth
perents and are more carefully
monitored, alfowing caseworkers
to detect problenis guickes Birth
parents are legally aliowed to hit
their chilidren while foster parents
who do 50 cen be charged with as-
sauit,

Public Advecate Betsy Got-
baum argued the jump In sbuse of
foster care children is further
proof that an independent govern-
ment monitor is needed to over-
see ACE. .

*The quality of foster parents
has to be fvoked at, particularly if
there are mure kids coming inte
the system,” she sald.

Kucedamo@mydailynews.com
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A courthouse ora 'Ii?‘ght-?house'?' o

Building's June electricity bill was $1 14,762
BY ETHAN ROUEN
Tuesday, August 21st 2007, 4:00 AM

“i . Jusfice may be blind, but you can sertainly find your way around the new Bronx Hall of Justice 24 hours a day.

The courthouse has been lit up like Times Square all night for months now - and the building isn't even being
used yet. :

i "While the city is encotiraging New Yorkers to save energy and make our city claaner.a'r';dlg'reéner, an empty
~+ -government building has alf of its lights on," said Belsy Gotbaum, the cily's public advocate, "That's absalutely
- unacceptable. Here's a simple tip to the City: turn off your lights," N : e

= Hall of Justice, which is iabeled a "green bullding.”

The front-page article elicited promises from eco-friendly Mayor Bloomberg and the state Bormitory Authority to
- look info the wasted electrcity, and the city Department of Education's headquarters was going dark by the end of
. the week: ' :

- But a recent invesfigation by the Public Advocate's Oftice found that the lonaly midnight oif still burned bright in
several bulldings, including the courthouse, where the elecitlsity biil for June was $114,762, according to the
state Dormitory Authority, which is constructing the building for the city, . .

Marc Violette, a spokesman for the Authority,' said a computer system is supposed fo dim the lights by half from &
p-m. to 6 a.m. every day, but some lights remain on all the time for security reasons. ‘

Saveral clty and state officials are planning to visit the courthouse one night this week to examine the system and
make sure Tt Is working properly, Violette said. :

"We will do what Is necessary to ensure ihat the Bronx Hall of Justice, including its lighting system, operates as
designed,” he said.

For years, construction problems have plagued the new courthouse, built on 3 three-block site 2t E, 161st 8,
near the Grand Concourse.

‘ By one estimate, the building is two years behind schedule and $78million over budget.

Earlier this year, City Counciiman Oliver Koppel called for an investigation into the problems with the $380million
complex. .

eroueh@nydailynews.com

" “in Apl, the Dally News discovered a slew of city buitdings that had thelr lights on overhignt, iricibvd'iﬁ'g‘“i‘hé"'v'éc‘énf_ C

NEW YORK'S HOMETOWN NEWéPAPER MYDai!yNeWs.com



AUGUST 22, 2007, 8:61 AM
A Threatening Phone Message, Firefighting
Lessons From 9/11, Vomiting Cormorants and

More <

By SEWELL CHAN

A front-page article by Danny Hakirn details explosive allegations that
could 2dd to the fracticus pelitical turmoil in Albany. Lawyers for Bernard
Spitzer, Gov. Elot Spiizer's father, say that investigators traced an
anonymeus, invective-laced phone message left on the father’s answering
machine to Roger J. Stone Jt., a political operative who has been working
for the State Senate Republicans. .

Mz, Stone said the sumber from which the call was alleged to have beenn
made was indeed his, and that it was also shared by a Florida law fizm for |
which he does public rélations work. But he denied that he made the call or
that it was his voice on the message. He asserted that allies of Governor
Spitzer may have gained access to a phone in his Manhattan apartment to
make the threatening call. The audio of the call idere.

i
1
!
i
1
|
i
i
H

Axticles on the alleged threatening ealls are also irifhe Daily News and The
MNew York Post. .

in other Alhany devslopments, The Newseports that Richard Baum, the
governor's top aide, had agreed to answer gquestions from investigators with
the Albany district attorney’s office. Mr. Baum had declined to answer
questions from the state attorney general’s office about the Spitzer

administration’s misuse of the State Police to gather information damaging

to State Senatof Joseph L. Bruno,

Meanwhile, the district attorney, P. David Soares, denounced as “wholly
untrue” a report in The Times Union of Albany that his office had found no
criminality in the matter, sccording to aarticle in The New York Post. Mr.,
Soares said his investigation is continuing. '

In Deuntsche Bank Fire, Similarities to 9/11

Al Baker reports that some have begun to question the response to the fire
in the former Deutsche Bank building on Saturday, At one point, rnore than
100 frefighters were Inside the building even though the fire was out of
eontrol and wildly unpredictable; those men had to be called out. Unlike the
fires that raged in the twin towers of the World Trade Center on 9/12, no
workers were trapped. A McKinsey & Company study conducted after 9/13
urged the Fire Department to use more caution and preparation when
approaching a major, complicated fire, It found that too many men rushed
into the buildings before anyone realized the danger they were in,
contributing to the staggering death toll.

Michael Wilsondescribes the wake for Firefighter Joseph Graffagnino, who
isto be buried on Thursday, The wake for Firefighter Joseph Beddia begins
today: his funeral is scheduled for Friday. Accounts of the first day of the
walte are also inThe News and The Post.

Juan Gonzalez,  columnist for The Newspotes that the estimated cost of
dismantling the building had risen to $177 million, four times the original
estimate, before the fire. :

The Postreports that the Manhattan district attorney, Robert M.
Morgenthat, has opened an investigation into the five,

‘The Sun reperts that the fire may slow the dismantling of another building, °
Fiterman Hall, a 14-story tower at 30 West Broadway that is ewned by the |
Borough of Manhattan Community College and was also badly damaged on
g/l '



MARBURY SHOE
DONATION
VIOLATES TITLE IX:
GOTBAUM

KNICKS GUARD GIVES 3,000 PAIRS OF

SHOES TO BOYS

By YOAN GOHEN

Augus! 22, 2007 — The
Department of Education is
cosving up & faw thousand
feel short in providing as
ity sporls eppottunities for
qirls au 1t does for boys.

Public Advogate Betsy
Golbaum charged yesterday
that the Department of
Education has done fillle F
anyihing to seek rescurces for
#tg girls baskelball teams 10
rralch lash year's
unprecedented donation of
kicks by New York Knicks
guard Stephon Marbury.

in December, Matbury
provided 3,000 free pairs OF
hig Slarbury One snoakers to
ait public school boys varsily
baskethall teams In the city. Eothaum wanis a

Betsy Gof
Since {hen, Gotbaur 56, donation for gitts like
the Depariment of Educalion Stephon Marbury's {above)
hass altempled tivoligh its mass handout of Starbury
Inaction to snesk araund shoes o bo
fatiera’ Tie IX requirements
\hat it provide equal JES0UTREE
to ils boys and girls alhielic
Programs.

*The DOE is shertchanging

temale albletes, pure and simple,” sald Gulbawm, ) -
who repotted last year thet tha spons r%‘vm
gendersequatiy problem want bayond shoes 30 5
genaral resources, opporiuniles ang scheduling.

The report found thet only 44 porcent of the city's ?F
Public Schoo! Alhiellc League tesms wete for B '
gils, and that certaln glrs' sports were retagated FERMRIR
16 olf-season perfods.

A year later, Golbaum says, tte hag é;anged.
*They havertl provided a plan 10 increase sparts opportunities for waomen,”

she sald, "They haven'l created a fair scheduling system.”

A spokeswomian for the Department of Education couptered fhat gender
equelily among athistic tearns has been & priority for the oy,

She noted that the Cal Ripken Foundation tacerly donated soflbel
equipment to 20 glits tearns and that Nike donated gneakers for 20 girls
paskelbal teams,

e have worked hard towafgs securing snegiers and uther squipment far
-

rig programs,” sald spoki non Marge Feinberg. "We are continuing o
Yalk to compenies and organizations about donations.”

Aitempls Lo reach Marbury were unsuccesshul.

Golbaurs office dleims that the Depariment of Education heg barely fifled
2 finger to find & match for Marbury's donallon, and that 1t felied ko provide
speciics 29 to whal Il was doing lo address gender Iraquities.
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Group Enlists Council in Battle to Add School
Seats

By ALEX KRATZ "

AvG 2%, 2o07]

In late Taly, on a hot Wednesday moming, organizers and youth from the
Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition, lamenting chronic
overcrowding and its effect on education, stormed City Hall to demand more
school seats in the Bropk and citywide. “What do we want?”’ an organizer
shouted, -

“More scheols!” an assembled group of northwest Bronx youth shouted back
for a gaggle of reporiers and cameramen.

“When do we want them?”"
!I.N D"‘JE” r

The chanting gave way to a press copference where the Coalition announced
its SEATS {Schools Exploding at the Seams) initiative, which is designed to

+ pressure the Education Department, using the City Council as 2 lobbying
atm, into adding more school seats for the current Five-Year Capital Plan,
which s up for revision in November,

" The City Council has an opportunity to weigh in on any capital pian
revisions when it approves the city’s budget next June.

Taking 2 leadership role in this fight, Bronx Council Mexsber Oliver Koppell
and his staff recently completed an overcrowding survey in District 10, The
results were distbing and contradicted the city's line that schools are either
at capacity or underutilized.

Koppell's education specialist, Bleanor Bdelstein said that according to the
survey, PS 8 in Bedford Park is running at 181 percent capacity, meaning ¢
school was built for 750 seats, but is housing 1,164 students. At the Waito)
High Schoo) carapus, which houses five schools, all of the principals said
they were suffering from overcrowding, Edelstein also mentioned P§ 56, F
280 and PS 94 in Norwood as schools freling the strain of overcrowding,

The goal of SEATS, Coalition president Teresa Anderson said, is to make
overcrowding a citywide issue. Anderson added that they were already
getting a very positive response from Council members, many of whom he -
already pledged their support for SEATS.

The goal is to have each Council member survey their district’s schools, i
Koppeil did.

“We need to get a real picture of what's going on in alk the boroughs, so w
can tel] them they're wrong when [the DOE] says, “We don’t need anymao!
seats,” or when they tell us, “we'll just add another teacher,’” Anderson sai
“We need to got the stories from the people who are on the ground deating
with this problem.”

‘The overcrowding issue reached a boil last fall when the DOE announced
wonld be eliminating 1,700 Bronx seats from the capital plan. And resentl
the DOE announced that no schools were planned for the Kingsbridge
Armory, whereas the Coalition has demanded 2,000 seats there.

The DOE and Schools Chancellor Joel Klein have repeatedly said that the
are confident the new capital plan will ease overcrowding in the Bronx an.
citywide, but Anderson and other critics aren’t buying it.

They say the DOE’s projestions for school seats are skewed and
contradictory. For example, when calculating the need for high school sea
the DOE projects that only 36 percent of Bronx students will graduate.
Meanwhile, Klein says he wants the graduation rate to reach 70 percent by
2010, : %

The DOE says the graduation yate is only one of several factors it uses to
determine school seat needs. It also uses demographic changes. If that’s i

. case, wonders Jamin Sewell, a staffer for Coalition aily Koppell, then why
the DOE taking away seats if the mayor is predicting the city to grow by ¢
million people in the next 20 years.

“It"s like the mayor is speaking out of both sides of his mouth,” Sewell sa

The Coalition spent the moming before the press conference pitching
Council members and imploring them to survey schools in their district t
find out exactly which ones and to what extent they are overcrowded.

Manhe_sttan Cotneil Member Robert Jackson thead of the Bducation
compittes) and Brooklyn’s David Yassky joined the Bronx's Koppell and
Toel !R.wera on the steps af City Hall in speaking during the press conferem
?tfb.hc‘ Advocate Befsy Gothaum aiso pledged her support for the SEATS
imiftative,

L&
Gina Ortiz, a Bronx student, paraphrased Frederick Douglas in imploring t

public and cou‘ncil members to keep up the pressure on the DOE. “Power
concedes nothing without uzging,” she sald.

Rivess agreed, telling the assembled youth, “You must kee

Ve A e N p the pressure o
us.” He added, “These kids are asking for something that is basic, These ar
the future leaders of the City of New York,™

' Then the sweaty youth began chanting again in the hot mid-morning san.

“Build more schools! Build more schools?”
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Navy Airman Apprentice
Sean J, Willizms, son of
Yolanda V, Williams of the
Bronx, recently completed
U.8. Navy basic training at
Recruit Treining Command,
Great Lakes, It

During the elght-week
program, Williams com-
pleted a variety of taining
which included classroom
study and practical instrac.
tion on naval custoros, first
aid, firefighting, water safety
and survival, and shipboard
and aireroft safety. An em-
phasis was also placed on
physical fitness, .

The capstone event of
boot camp s “Battle Sta-
tions.” ‘This exercise pives
recruits the skills and con-
fidence they need to suce
ceed in the fleet, “Battle Sta-
tions™ is designed to galva-
nize the basic wasrrior at-
tributes of sacrifice, dedi-
cation, teamwork and en-
durance in each recrait
through the practical appli-
cation of basic Navy skills
and the core values of
Honor, Courage and Com-
mitment, its distinctly

“Navy” flaver was ds
signed to take into account
what it means'to be a
Sailor,

Williams is a 2004 gradu-

ate of Harry Truman Figh §

School of Bronx, N. Y,

Ak

Army Staff Sgt, Alfonse

G, Afbright has arrived for
duty at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center, Gezmany,

Albright, a flight medic
whth 12 years of military 5
service, is assigned to the

2idth Aviation Company.

He is the son of Mary A. §
Conway of E, Gunhill Road. [

Fhe sergeant is a 1990
graduate of Graphic Com-
munication High Schaol,
Bianhatian, N.Y.

Fk

Army Pvi Peter I,
Bracero has gradusted from
basic combat training at
Fort Jackspn, Columbia,

.C. .

Buring the nine weeks
of training, the soldier
studied the Army mis-
sion, history, tradition

went on & paddling tour of the Bronx Rive:, The canoein
Yorkers to take advantage of the clity's waterways.

ST

decades to protect and restore this Rivar and transf

Graan Roots and grassroots cleanups are important t
continue to support organizations and Inittatives that

mare beautlial place to live.”

{Right}, joined by the Branx River Aliance and Bronx residents and famili
a trip was part of a larger campalyn to encourage N
Gotbausm said, “The Bronx River Aliance has worked
orm It into the great recreational space. Inltlatives |
0 help protect this vital community resource. We neec
Improve the health of owr children and make New Yor

and core values, physi-
cal fitness, and recelved
instruction and practice
in basie combat skills,
military weapons,
chemlical warfare and
bayonet training, drifl

and ceremony, march-
ing, rifie marksman-
ship, armed and un-
armed combat, map
reading, field tacties,
military courtesy, miti-
tary justice system, ba-
sie first aid, foot
marches, and field
training exercises,

He is the son of Andrea
Diaz of Donlzetti Place.
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Army National Guard
Pyt Jessiocw Alicea has
graduated from basic com-
bai training at Fort Jackson,
Colurmbia, 8.

During the niue weeks
of training, the soldisr
studied the Army mis-
sion, history, tradition

and core values, physical
fitness, and received in-
struction and practice in_
basic combat skilis, mili-
tary weapons, chemical
warfare and bayonet
training, drill and cer-
emony, marching, rifle
matksmanship, armed and
unarmed combat, map
reading, field tactics, mill-
tary coustesy, military jus-
tice system, basic first
aid, foot marches, and
field training exercises,

She is the daughter of
Raisa Arias of E. 208th
8t,, Bronx, N.Y,

and Patrick Moynihar
the Bronx recently

ported for duty at Na
Support Activi
Bahrain, Moynihan i
1995 graduate of kc
Preparatory High Sch
of New Rochelle, N,
and joined the Navy
May 2000, .

LLES

Navy Seaman Rew
Giselle  Rodrigu
danghter of Gri
Redriguez of the Bre
recently completed C

avy basic training

" Recruit Training Ce

. AR
Navy Petty Officer 2nd
Class Patrick ¥,

Moynihan, son of Mary

mand, Great Lak
HLRodriguez is 2 2(
graduste of Chiistop
Columbus High Schor




b RO
N officlals are tweak-
ing several of the school bus eligi-
. bility rules that turned last year's

route shakeup into a full- blown i~

asco.

A much-crificized rule requir-

ing students to live a quarter of a
mile from a bus stop to receive
service — suspended during the
debacle - will be scrapped start-
ing this school year.

And to prevent young kids
fromn riding public transportation
by themselves, students in sec-
ond grade or under who receive
MétroCards can request yellow
bus servics Instead; |

from parents apd

“For those students in grades
K to 2 who are eligible for Metro-
Cards, they should not ride sub-
ways alone,” sald Department of
Education spokeswiman Marge
Felberg. “Their parents can re-

“quest yellow bus service.”
i's’ unclear how many stu- .-

dents could be affected by these
changes, which come six months
after 114 routes were slashed in
an effort to climinate unused
routes. L .
Though the Edutcation Depart
ment says the cuts saved $5 mil-
lion last year, there was an outery
politicians

when bundreds of children who
had been riding the bus were de-
nied service last February, during
one of the coldest weeks of the
winter. '

While . Public Advocate Betsy
Gotbaum gquestioned why par

ents weren't being notified about

the changes, -.other critics were

pleased to hear about the conces-
sions, -

- “They've made some improve-

ments,” said state Sen, John Sabi-
ni (I-Queens), whose office field-
ed complaints from many constit-
uents., “I congratulate them for
listening.” : )

Carrie Mclage



By Justin Rocket Sifverman

[sfiverman@am-ny.com
Knicks star Stephon

Marbury wasn't trying to be

controversial

when he.do-

nated 3,000

pelrs of his

branded -

Starbury

Cne shoss to

city  high Marhury

sghool bas-

kethall players last year,
Yet by giving the shoes

only to boys’ varsity teems,

the Coney Island native
drgw aftention o what: ;
‘some sa’y’ igal g‘iaring in-

ual;ty between boys and
gu'ls athletics in New York
City public schools. -

Public Advocate Betsy ©

Gotbawm said that because

-the Department of Bduca- -

tion did not obtain 3,600
pairs of basketball shoes for
the girls, it isin violetion of
federsl rules that require
equal sports resources for
both soxes,

“The Department of Ed-

ucation is shorichanging fe-

male athletes, pure and
simple,” Gotbatm satd yes-
{erday.

The department yester-
wday pointed 1o a xecent do-
‘nation by Nike of sneakars

" high schools.

Marbury donatal 3,000
pairs of shoes to city

for 20 girls ‘basketbail -

teams, and said in a state-

ment that it has “worked

hard towards ‘securing
sneakers and other equlp-

men &fortgfaﬁ& programs.’s
Seme obsarvers satd

FORIS T Rredlehs

sty tmagas)

Gotbiaum’s posmon is off

the mark.

“Have we come to ax-
pect somuch thet we don’t

A einbrace aots of kindness?”

asked B;andon Tierney, a
sports talk show host on
1050 .ESPN Radia, “Give

" me abreak. Lmean, take the

3,000 sneakers and be

"gratefud that you got them.”

A report by Gotheuni's
office last & summer found
that’ most public schools,
had more sports opportuni-
ties overell for boys than for
girls, end that some gitls
sports were held in the off
season, whemfewer college -
recrulters were working.

LB



* By ELIZABETH GREEN"
: Stqﬂ'ﬂcpmj;grjofﬂwSug{
With. lavwmakers -warn-

ing about the possibility of
ass confusien in the city’s

schools and withi SAT scores,

‘having plummeted to their

jowest levels since 2003,
Mayor Bloomberg could be.

‘facing his worst case of back-- .

to-school fitters yet.

. Six days before classes open,

Hundreds of New York City stu-
denits do not now where they will
attend school, many teachers do
not et have complete class ros-

. ters, and one high' school ig out a
1 prineipal after he was removed
_days ago, to teachers’ agtonish—

ment: - L

1n an intesview at TheNew York
Sun's offices this week, Rep.

Yyetie Clarke, a Democrat repre- .

senting Brooklyn, said she has “se-

' rious cohcerns” about this year’s,

schisol pprollment, saying her of-<

‘fice has been flooded with calls

from constituerits nervous about:

"where their ¢hildien will start.

sghool Tuesday, "School is less.
than two weeks away, and they
dor't kinow where they're goingto
go shesaid. .
“Expect chaos,” Councll Mem:*

. berRobert Jackson, the chairman
| of thie council’s Education, Com-

mittée, said, “Expect the worst
and hope £or the best,” he said,
suthmarizing his adviee for the
‘sehools chancelior, Toel Klein,

*Epnrollment has often beext 2
struggle in the city’s public
schools, whose L1 millon stu-
dents are matked by higher tran-

. sience rates than'in most other
municipalities, yet éxperts say’

this year the ordinary hiccups will
"be magnified by widespread con-

-fusion about how to address them,

following Mr. Bleomberg’s latest
restructuring of the school bu-
reaucracy, :

“The shake-up sbolished the -

FPlease see EDUCATION, page 3

o LA LT e A T
W‘_

Tt's Back to School Jitters With Confusion in the Classroom

COUCATION feom pree t
tay’s 10 regions, wlich were
1§ to detaxmine whore teach-
, prinalpals, and parents could
16 guestions and seek support,
tools sre now grotped into
nmunity school digtricts, as
1y were when M. Bloombers
Jover the schools in 2002,
fhen investigators at the offlce
he city’s pebiie advecate called
«new pommunity disteiots this
ath, they got xesporises to one-
td of 300 phone calls, Public
vocate Betsy Gotbaum ak-
need yosterdey, & record she
tdatmned. After one offlee in

i oktlyn retusned ne phone calis
1, investigators knoeked on its

ir and found that it had not yet

" m staffed, n spolkesnyan for Ms,

‘haum, John Coling, seid,

[z, Gotbaum yesterday dlso an-
meed she has opened a private
line of hex own to help puvents
t out Ehe new Department of
scetion hlexarchy. Tha totl-free
me Hue was alveady ringing
terday, M. Collins sald,
spokesman for the Depart-
at of Education, David Centor,
| baedt-to-sehioal concatms are
ehiown. “People predict mass
g every yeat, and in sume Fe-
sts, that’s ngood thing, because
wales everyone more vigilant,”
wid, "Bat we have a more re-
nsive family engagement of-
than we've averhed, andwe're
bably better-prepared gener-
than we've aver been,”

1 prosident of the city teach-
anion, Randi Welngarten, sid
s set her expectations high
vir. Bloomberg and Mr. Klein.

“Aftey five years of being ¢hageel-
Tox, one showld jnow kow to apen
sehools” she sald.

Me, ‘Weingarten compared as-
surances that school will open
smoothly to promises M, Klain
made about new bus routes re-
leased this wintes, which resulted
in a debacle that Mr. Xlein bas
snjd he regrets. “We gave them w
anrly warning: If you cut the bus
schedules llee this, somne students
willbeleft out in the cold, But they
said, ‘Don’t worrys we've got it
covered. Now they're saying the
same thing” she sald,

Ms, Welngarten said the recent
removal of the principal at the Ja«
maiee High Schoot it Queens, Jay
Dicitler, is an exaniple of last-mine
ute disruptions that make teach-
ing difficult, .

The school's tnlon representa-
tive, James Eterno, said he wis
praparing for a new school year
when M. Diclder called himNMon-
day might to say he had just been
remsoved, “Ged knows bow they
mtke decisions down there,” Mr,
Etertio said, zeferring to the De-
partment of Education’s downe
town headguarbers.

A spokesman for the city princt-
pals union, Brlan Gi:bons, con-
firmed that Mr. Dickler is being
reagsigwed buteowld not nwne his
replacement,

Acress the city, parents have’
been fling the auditoriums ok
schools designated as registration
venters, walting to lenrn where
thelr children will go to school, A
Manhattan mother, Luz Cellado,
waited at a center in Chelsen yes-
terday to find a school for her

daughter, Melonle, who is on a
waitinglist for the Bard Barly Col-
lege High School, 4 Jist Ms, Cotla-
do said is L,500 students leng. Ms.
Collado szidshe had triad to regis-
ter her dnughiter for school In the
summeér, but was surprised to

‘Be happy a child Is
notfalling through
the cracks of the
system and warting
o go fo school. If
its a school I'm not
comfortable with,
then why
ca’t I iransfer?”

“Be hoppy a child is net falling
through the cracks of the system
and, wantlng o go 16 school,” she
said. "If it’s n school F'm not com-
fortable with, then why can't 1
transfer?” .

Munnwlhile, the Depditment of
Education early yesterday an-
seunced thatthisyear'sSAT math
and reading scores are at their
Towest since 20048, even as state
tests show rising math and Eng-
lish proficiency.

Public school sendors whe grad-
uated in 2007 scored an average of
503 out of 1600 on the colloge en-
trance exam's math and veading
sectians, down from 911 Jast year,
The elght-point drop, the biggest
in recent yeurs, Is doubie the de-
¢line innationol math and reeding
scoyes, which feli to 1015 from
1019, though just one point below
the averoge drop for public seheol

learn registeation begen enly this
week, “I don't understand why
they wait so ¢lose to when school
shavls” she said,

A 5-yeny-old sophomore from
Spanish Harlem, Dolly Camnrcho,

was alsb walting fornews ona’

teansfer she sald she hoped would
move her cut-of her old high
school, where slre suid she did pot
fael dufe ofter being bitin the face
by a vived in Pehruaty. But she said
she did net yet know whether her
requested trapsfer wourld go
through, putting hev in a limbe
she snid several of her friends uiso
face.

She calied the enroliment pro-
cess ridiculous”

stidents, a Department of Educa-
tion spukesman, Andvew Jacob,
said,

The dizcrepancy follows reports |
from Joced colleges trat graduates
of the oity sehacks ave poorly pre-
pated for university work, partic-
wlarly math classes, despite vising
genduation rates touted Ly Mr.
Bleonibers,

My, Jacob said the drep fellows
natlonal frends.

A fellow st the Monhattan Insti-
tute, Sof Stern, said the scoves nre
an ifdicator of Mr. Bloomberg's
pobr progress in turising the pub-
Tic schiools araund, “This is social
promotion,” he sald, "Kids are
gradusting without the 'y
acaderlc skills to go to tha next
Fevel?
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By YOAYV GONEN

. The Department of Edu~ -
catior’s July' transition -

from 10 regional support

‘centers to’ 32 district-.

based. offices- has been a
bumpy one — and parents
are bearing the brumt of it,

according £o a new report,
" Public Advocate Betsy "

Gotbaum said employees
at .district offices, which
are designed to serve ‘as

one-stop in{ormation'cen-_ '
ters on issues iike trans-

pottation ‘and -enrollment
in,. public schools, Were
largely unavailable or un-

responsive to nearly 100
~calls from her office. last

week, - . .

At nearly half the dis-

tricts her team contacted,
phone calls went unan-
swered ¢r.were mot re-
turned, according io the
report. )
Ags a result, Gotbaum

said she is launching an

education hot line, at (212)
669-7250, o' fill in the in-
formation gap. -

“I'he start of the sc:hooi_

y

- ~“The

‘ y_e‘a'r' can, be' a stressful
time: for Earents_ and stu-

dents. “The DOE--makes -
matters worse by provid-
ing very little information |
and support,” she said.
‘DOE spokeswoman Dina
Paul Parks countered that .

 Gotbaiin’s feport Jacked

_dehta.il. about. fwhajn -and
what. type. - of messages .
werelet}tr.P.;. ST

- “We are confident that.

“parents and families who

contdct our parent support -
network will receivé | the
h%hey need,” she said,
.While™ critics charged
that the return to the dis-
trict format was an admis-
sion of errof, Parks said
the function, of the district
office has changed consid-
erably, ... .
eogtaphic: con-
fines of the district didnt
change, but what a district
means and'what it's sup-
posed to do and how it in-
teracts with parents is cer-
tainly. an evolution” she
said. C
yoav.gonen@nypost.cofm
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Calling Education Dept. help line? Good luck

Wedniesday, August 28th 2007, 4:00 AM

Answers can be hard 1o come by at the city's community school disfrict offices, a survey by Public Advocate
Betsy Gotbaum found.,

Fewer than a third of daytime calls to the city Education Department's help centers were answered by a person,
and just 10% of voice mails left at the offices were retumed, acscording to the survey.

"The starl of the school year can be a stressful time for parents and students, The DOE makes maiters worse by
providing very little information and support,” Gothaum said yesterday.

Staffers called each of the 32 offices three times in the past two weeks, once in English and once in Spanish
during the daytime, and then onoce in English during the evening. The callers posed as parents trying to enroll
thelr kids.

Just three school staffers were able to provide services in Spanish. One Brookiyn office's phone number was
disconnacted and seven daylime calls were never answered.

Gothaum said she has set up her own education hofline: (212} 669-7250. A recording on her hotline last night
noted the office was closed. I instructed callers to phone back during “reguler working hours, which are 8a.m. to
5 p.m., Monday through Friday.”
- The Education Department defended Hs "family advocates.”

“Wa are confident that parents and families who contact our parent support network will recelve the help they
need,” sald gpokesman David Cantor.

"Camie Melago
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N.Y.ers on next mayor:

. - BY KIRSTEN DANIS
DAILY NEWS CITY HALL BUREAU CHIEF

THE NEXT mayor of New York better know how to

kiss a few babies. ’ .
New Yorkers say in a new poll that they would

rather see a politician — not a business- .

mayor’s good qualities are, 26% of voters:
of his "effective, businesslike style.” -
On the downside, 17% think Blosmberg ,
gant, cold and too rich to care about people, and
11% believe he’s stubborn and opinionated. "~ . -
The numbers bode well for the slew of politicians

man — take over City Hall in 2008, See the : m who are jostling t6 replace Blobmberg,
.. By a 42%7%0-31% margin, voters told ce the U including Rep. Anthony Weiner. (D-
pollsters with Quinnipiac University] POl results on I Brookiyn, Queens), City Council Speak:
that they'd prefer someone with & gov-| NYDallyNews.com |er Christine . Quing - (D-Manhatian),

ernment background over someone
from the private sector. But don’t read the numbers
released yesterday as a slap at Mayor Bloomberg,

He still has sky-high approval ratings, with 70%
of voters saying he is doing a good job as mayoy,
down just slightly from his 75% record in January.

“They like him, they like what he's doing, but
they're not ready to make a habit of i, said
Mairice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac Univer-
sity Polling lnstitute, E

Asked an open-ended question about what the

- Copiroller William Thorpson and Pub-.
He Advocate Betsy Gotbaum. . . - . .
Police Commissioner” Raymond’ Kelly, another -
possible contender, hias a 62% approval rating -
higher than amyone other than Bloomberg. .
One businessman who's thinking about running

“for mayor, Gristedes supermarket mopul John

Catsimatidis, said the poll doesn't deter him. -
“T don’t think people waxt to go back to the days
when politicians were running the city,” he.said..
Plus, Catsimatidis said, “I'm very warm.? . Jijs
: kdan/s@nydallynéws.com




