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granis. Yet, most have never heard of them.

“That's why we want to get the word out
about the U visas,” said Public Advocate Belsy

‘Gotbaum. “They protect immigrants from vio-
lence and they also help the police. It is & win-win sit-
uation.”

Crimes against immigrants often go unreported be-
cause victims and witnesses are afraid of being de-
ported. Criminals know this is a vulnerable segment
of society they can victimize with a great deal of im-

punity.

“IBut] if more people knew that the U visas exist,
more criminals would be taken off
the street,” Gotbaum said, 7
 With that in mind, Gotbaum and

-several organizations held a press §
conference yesterday at Children’s
Aid Society headguarters in Man-
hattan, urging immigrants to apply
for U visas.

" They also asked the Administra-
tion for Children’s Services and the E
New York Police Department to

. designate staff to help increase access to this impor-

tant protection for immigrant children and families.

“My younger sister and I applied months age, but
ACS has niot certified our applications yet, because
they have no designated staff to do #,” said a sweet-
voiced 26-year-old Nigerian woman, who asked to re-
main anonymous. She came to New York with her
parents and three siblings when she was 7.

“We grew up with terrible violence at home,” she
added in perfect English. “My father tried to murder
my mother. She could not take it any more, ieﬁ us
and went back to Africa.”

Yet, not only did she survive the violence and the
appailing poverty, but now she is an English major in
college. The U visa will finally give her protection
and hope.

" 1) visa legislation was approved by Congress in
2000, but until last October regulations were not in

HEY CAN BE lifesavers for hundreéds of immi-

place to issue them. But even with the regulations,
hundreds of people have not been able to fully bene-
fit from the Uf visas.

Gotbaum also called on nearly 1,000 immigrants

_who received interim status to file an application to

obtain final status. But they have to move quickly:
The deadline is April 14.

The USCIS began granting interim status to victim-
ized immigrants during the seven years regulations

‘were not in place.

The fact that the law establishes that only the

heads of certain government agencies, or individuals
specifically designated within an agency, can certify -
the law enforcement section of U vi-
n 52 applications has slowed down
£ the visa-granting process.
At the NYPD, for instance, oniy
i Police Commissioner.- Raymond
H Kelly -has the authority to certify
i them. Participants in yesterday's
press conference urged the depart-
ment fo entrust more officers with
the ability to do the same.

The U visa provides temporary le-
gal status for up to four years. It allows the recipient
to work and to bring to the U.S. his or her immediate
family. Every year, 10,000 visas wil} be available.

Applicants must assist in the investigation and
prosecution of crimes such as dorestic violence,
rape, torture, trafficking, prostitution and kidnap-
ping.

- “Many victims hide in the shadows out of fear of
deportation,” said Elizabeth Reichard of the City Bar
Justice Center. “This fear perpetuates their abuse,

“but the U visa offers them hope.”

And hope is in short supply these days among im-
migranis.

To get help, call the public advocate’s ombudsman
line: (212) 669-7250; City Bar Justice Center: (212)
382~6717 or Children’s Aid Society: (212) 949-4800.

. aruiz@nydailynews.com
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Public Advocate Promotes New Temporary Visas
April 02, 2008

The Public Advocate is working to raise awareness among immigrants regarding a new visa option.

The new U-Visa is meant to protect immigrants who come forward and cooperate with law enforcement
officials in the event of a crime. The visas are temporary, lasting up to four years.

Public Advocate Betsy Gothaum says the visas are available under the Victims of Trafficking and Violence
Protection Act.

“Immigrant victims of crime are afraid to come forward and report the crime because they are afraid they
are going to be deported, and therefore many of them suffer in silence hidden away and won't report to the
police or the Agency of Children Services some horrible crime that has been commitied,” said Gotbaum

About 10,000 U-visas will be made available fo victims nationwide each year.

Top News « NY1 Living
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EL GAHiPEON DE 103 HISPRHGS

JUDITH TGRREA/EDLP

NUEYR YORK — En cuatro ados, la indo-
. cumentada Yaneli pasé de estar a punto

de morir a manos de su esposo y vivir

con la incertidumbre de poder ser de-
portada a gozar de un estatus interino,
con permiso de trabajo incluido, gracias
a la visa U destinada a las victimags de
violencia y tréfico humano.

“A. veces uno por miedo no denuncia
pero no hay que tener miedo porque la

vida puede darnos otra oportunidad”,.

dijo la dominicana Yaneli, de 29 afios.
Sin embargo, si Yaneli como otros mil

inmigrantes en Nueva York no envian

pdra el 11 de abril su solicitud per-

manente para la visa U podrian perder
sus beneficios y correr el riesgo de la
deportacidn. .

- “Fememos que muchas personas gue
pudieron obtener un permiso interino
no conozean las nuevas regulaciones de
esta ley (Vietinms of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Act) que se aprobé por el Congreso
en el 2000 pero que hasta octubre dek
2007 no especificd los reglamentos es-
pecificos para obtener lag visas U, ad-
virtié Carolien Hardenbol, codirectora
de Santuary for Families. ‘

Ayer la defensora del pueblo Besty
Gothaum no sélourgid a los inmigrantes
con este estatus interino a que soliciten
el siguiente paso para obtener la visa U,

sino que pidid gue la Policla v 1a Ad-

-ministracion de Servicios para Ninos

{ACS) designen personal especifico para
que se puedan certificar los casos de
violencia. 7

“Estarnos esperando tuna calificacién

-de mmmigracién {CIS) para ver c¢émo
-podemos certificar estos casos”, indicé

Sheila Stainback, portavoz del ACS,
Judith.torrea@eldiariony.com



lYC Public School Parents

Independent voices of New York City public school parents

Friday, April 4, 2008
Bloomberg Expands Congestion Pricing
Pian to Schools

April 4, 2008 (GBN News): With his
congestion pricing plan facing an uncertain
future in the State Legislature, Mayor
Bloomberg today introduced a proposal to
tie the embattied traffic plan to a new
scheme which he said would also satisfy
critics who have been demanding a
reduction of congestion in the city’s public
school classrooms. Under the Mayor’s plan,
students who enter classrooms in the city’s
most overcrowded schools will be charged
a daily fee of $8. This will give students an
incentive to attend less crowded private
schogls in order to avoid the extra charge, and thus reduce
class size in the public schools. Revenue raised through this
fee, Mr. Bloomberg said, will benefit the city’s public school
children through the development of four additional interim
assessments per year as well as a $16 million upgrade to
the Education Department’s ARIS computer system.

A source at the DOE told GBN News that the Mayor feels
many of the critics of his traffic plan are what he terms “the
very same malcontents” who persistently criticize g
overcrowding in the city schools, Mr. Bloomberg is said to
have concluded that if he can mollify these detractors by
reducing class size through classroom congestion pricing,
they will in return drop their objections to the Mayor’s traffic
plan.

The new proposal came under immediate attack from Public,
Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, who called the plan a “mockery
of the concept of free publlc education.” Mayor Bloomberg
responded by saying, “The education is still free. We're just
charging them to get into the classroom.”

Posted by Gary Babad at 4/04/2008 11:07:00 PM
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Gangs in the Classroom
Aprit 4th, 2008

Ateacher for only two years, Mr. History {pot his real name) struggles
aver whether or not to engage a gang feader in his classroom in order to
gain the cooperation of the whole class.

“Do we as teachess cater to the hisrarchy created by the gang culture in
cur schéols in order to gain a net positive benefit from our relationship
with certain gang members, or do we vehemently reject the hierarchy and
politics of gang culture on principle despite the subsequent inevitable
difficnlties such an approach would bring us?” he agked on the EdWize
blog.

Although Mr. History teaches at a school serving mostly court-involved
youth, he may not be alone in his dilemma dealing with gangs.

Students all over the city say they seea Tot of gangs in school, and more of
them.

‘A gquarter of students swveyed by the Education Department said there
was gang activity in their school most or all of the time. And two-thirds of
students surveyed by the Public Advecate’s office said there are more
gangs than there used to be.

Overall gang presence in New York City may be very low compared i
many other cities, but it has risen skarply in the past couple years. The 713
gang motivated incidences last year was a rise of 37 percent over the 520
incidences that cceurred in 2005, aceording to the Mavor's Management

Report.

To help teachers understand gangs, some school districts offer gang
training. For example, in Ottawa County, Michigan, teachers are fanght
bow to decipher gang symbels. Some state lawmakers in New York would
Hke to see that happen here. A bill introduced by Long Island Assembly
Member Rob Walker would require that teachers receive gang awareness
training in order to receive certification.

Indeed, in attempting to deal with Mr. History's student, understanding
the gang they are & member of matters greatly, along with their personal
background. “Some gangs are pro-education and don't fit the stereotype,
.others are more anti-social and anti-school and others are in between,”
isays David Brotherton, coauthor of “The Almighty Latin King and Oueen
Natiow: Street Politics and the Transformation of a New York Gang.”

Tt also “depends what kind of gang leader he or she is,” Brotherton goes
on, “Some can be easily engaged and are agile thinkers and not at all the
stereotypical thug, while others are more guarded and difficult,”

“Itis iniportant to see the person as a humax being and not as a cardboard
cut out of evil incarnate.”

Puiling the student aside and asking him to play a role in the classroom
could empower Mr. History’s student, suggests Lianne Archer, a vice
president at the New York Gang Investigatons Association. “Kids like to
feel important.”

“But set boundaries,” says Archer, who teaches training classes on gangs '
in schools. Let the student know, “I will give you respect and I expect
respect in return.” ‘

As a yeport on gangs from the Justice Policy Institute says, “The objective
should not be to eradicate gangs - an impossible task - but rather to

promote community safety.”

By Mike Mutler on Aprit 4, 2008, 3:32 pm
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Public will now pay

to train principals

FIVE YEARS AFTER Mayor Bloomberg
announced a privately funded effort o
train principals to run public schools, and
two years after taxpayers stepped in to off-
set some major costs to the program, the
public will now be picking up the full tab
— roughly $17 million a year.

The mayor yesterday announced he
was sesking proposals from colleges or
other organizations that could train new
principals and support them once they're
on the job.

Even the Leadership Academy, which
the mayor created for the task in 2003 and
has operated essentially as an arm of the
Education Department, will have io com-
pete with other bidders to keep the gig.

Schools Chancellor Joel Klein resigned
from the Leadership Academy board last
weelt so as not to create a conflict of inter-
ast.

The Leadership Academy has been
harshly criticized by teachers and pols as
expensive and ineffective.

“The [Education Department] should
not just look at the successes of the Lead-
ership Acadenyy, #t rmust also look at its
shortcomings before uging public funds,
which are limited,” said Public Advocate
Retsy Gothaum. Brim Efaborm



Quinn Says Bloomberg Should Slow Down on Senior
Centers

BY BENJAMIN SARLIN - Special to the Sun
April 9, 2008
URL: http://www2 nysun.com/articie/74365

Breaking with Mayor Bloomberg,

meals, including running health
the City Council speaker is asking

and wellness programs, such as

that a proposed reorganization of
the city's senior centers be revised
and its implementation delayed.
"We are worried and have urged
the Department for the Aging to
slow this process down," Speaker
Christine Quinn, a likely
candidate for mayor in 2009, told
a crowd of elderly New Yorkers
at a downtown Manhattan senior
center yesterday.

Mr. Bloomberg announced a plan
in January to charge senior

centers with a more expansive set
of responsibilities than providing

screening for illness or
depression. The city says 44% of
its 325 senior centers are
underutilized, meaning they do
not serve all their allotted meals,
and that by consolidating them -
into hubs for a variety of senior
services, rather than just food,
they could attract more users.

Elected officials and senior
advocacy groups have criticized
the plan, saying the changes are
too rapid and far-reaching for
senior centers and senior citizens
to adjust in time. Comptroller

William Thompson Jr., a possible mayoral candidate in 2009, said last month that he had "strong concerns”
about the planned changes, and asked the mayor to take "a more thorough and considered approach.” The city's
public advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, has also voiced her opposition to the plan, as have several council members.
Ms. Quinn said yesterday that the DFTA should provide technical assistance for community groups currently
serving the elderly so that they could more casily make the transition to the new requirements for senior centers.
She added that a job bank should be created so that senior center workers would be able to find new employers if
their current positions were eliminated through the restructuring.

A spokesman for the DFTA, Christopher Miller, said yesterday that the plan's implementation was being
negotiated and its schedule has yet to be determined. "We've obviously been in conversation with the City
Council and all the stakeholders involved,” Mr. Miller said.



300 swoop on City Hall to fight frozen food

BY FRANK LOMEARDI
DAILY NEWS CITY HALL BUREAU

MORE THAN 300 sendors rallied yester-
day on the steps of City Hall to give the
Bronx cheer to Mayor Bloomberg’s hot-
potato plan to restructure senfor citi-
zens' centers and the delivery of meals
to homebound elderly.

The seniors brandished

in place, where only two vendors, with
three consolidated contracts, took over
the previous 17 cdontracts. The Bronx
system is to be extended to the other
four boroughs, which are now served by

. 93 separate contracts.

Thompson said the meals-delivery
consolidation ignores the fact that “one
size doesn’{ fit all” when it

protest placards, includ-
ing one stating: “Home-
bound seniors need fresh
hot meals daily, not week-
Iy frozen meals.”

Among the elected offi-
cials siding with the se-
niors were Controller Will-
jam Thompson and Public
Advocate Betsy Gotbaum,
who continued to have res-

‘Homebound
seniors need
fresh hot meals
daily, not weekly
frozen meals.’

comes to the city's seniors,
who come from diverse eth-
nic and -religious back-
grounds.

“All of the Bronx eats
meatloal on the same day;
does that make any sense
to you?” Bobbie Sackman
of the Council of Senior
Centers and Services shout-
ed at the seniors.

ervations about the re-

structuring plan, despite the announce-
ment Wednesday by mayoral aides that
it would be slowed down and done in
stages. Both also knocked the meals-de-
livery changes.

Currently, scores of senior centers
have contracts to deliver hot meals on
weekdays to homebound seniors in
their communities. The Department for
the Aging intends to consolidate those
delivery contracts, with an emphasis on
periodically delivering a supply of
frozen meals rather than daily deliveries

_of hot meals.

The Bronx already has such a system

' Sackman's group repre-
sents most senior centers, many of
which would lose their ‘meal-delivery
contracts under the consolidation.

City officials have praised the Bronx
pregram as an example that the consoli-
dated program works.

Seniors can still opt for a hot meal de-
livered daily, but it consists of a frozen
meal that is heated up prior to delivery,
critics contend.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz (D-
Bronx) drew cheers af the rally by say-
ing,*We don’t want to see the other four
boroughs victimized the way they victim-
ized the people in the Bronx.”

flombardi@nydaifynews.com
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Con la intencion de
motivar a mas personas
a gue abran cuentas de

banco en Nueva York v .

educarlos - sobre como
manejarlas, ayer Ja de-
fensora del Pueblo, Bet-
sy _Gotbaum v la Socie-

dad de Servicios Comu- -

nitarios  presentaron
una gitia Gtil paralos ne-
oyorquinos.

“La ideaesquelagen-
te sepa como hacer las
cosas en una cuenta de
banco y asi poder crear
una conciencia de aho-
rroacorto y Jargo plazo”,
dijo la defensora,

"En la guia, los lec-
tores aprenderan con-
ceptos basicos sobre el
manejo de las entida-
des financieras y los
servicios que ellas
prestan.

Los interesados sobre
la nueva herramienia,
impresa en inglés y es-
pafiol, pueden lamar al
{212) 669-7250.

AL 15,2008



BY JORDAN LITE
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER ‘
LANDLORDS WOULD be re-
quired to clean up moldy apart-
ments if their tenanis have asth-
ma or other breathing problems,
under legislation set to be intro-
duced today in the City Council.

The bill, co-sponsored by Pub-
lic Advocate thaum and
Councilwornan Rosie Mendez (D-
Manhattan), would set a standard
level at which landlords would be
forced to get rid of mold, which
can make people with allergies
and other conditions get sicker.

Mold complaints to the Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation
and Development increased from
8,288 in 2001 to 21,121 in 2006,

© Gotbaurm said.

While the housing code re-
quires landlords to keep their
properties in good repain that
standard is vague and inconsis-
tently enforced by city agencies,
she contends.

“If we're concerned about the
health of New Yorkers, it's impor-
tant that we do something about
it,” Gotbaum said.

APLIL L 2009

Jill de Domenico, 26, says the
bill would help her breathe easier.
She said her landlord insists that
painting and plastering over wa-
ter stains on the ceiling, walls and
floorboards of her Harlem apart-
ment is enough.

The management company,
Manhattan North, has done noth-
ing to rid it of mold, she said.

“It's affecting my health,” de
Domenico added, saying she suf-
fers from seasonal allergies and
has developed bronchial asthma
and other infections since water
began leaking info the apartment
two years ago.

“I know that has to do with the
apartment,” she said,

Her building, 1890 Adam Clay-
ton Powell Blvd., was found to
have . “higher than normal
amounts” of mold spores in the
air, including strains of penicilli-
umy/aspergiitus, according to a re-
port by an air-testing company
she hired to inspect in February.
De Domenico said she is allergic
to penicillin.

The report, obtained by the Dai-
Iy News, recommends sealing the
floors with polyurethane and re-
moving sections of the walls and
ceiling to professionally rid them
of mold.

It suggests that de Domenico
move until the problem is fixed.

An attorney for the building’s
owner would not comment specif-
ically on de Domenico’s apart-
ment, though he did say “The
owners have already performed
and are continuing to perform
substantial work to remediate the
building violations.”

{lite@nydailynews.com
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EL GAMPEOH DE LOS HISPANOS . o T

Proponen
peglas mas
estrictas

~ contra el moho

L§RERD HERMLES/EOLP

NUEVA YORY- Blizabeth Mendoza vive en el
sttano de una vieja edificasién de Sun-
set Park en Brookiyn. Cuando hace fiio,
su pequena sobrina de siete afios ¥ su
hija de guince tienen que ponerse una
mascarilla que les inyecta ox{geno a sus
puimones,

Ambas nikas padecen de asma y sin
embargo tienen gue vivir en un apar-
tamento donde el mohe -un honge ne-
gro que crece en las humedades ¥ cuyas
esporas viajan por gl aire— grapeora S
condicion.

* “Me rompe €] corazdn cada vez gue
veg que no pueden respirar”, dijo Men-
doza quien ademds vive alli con su hijo
de dos afios.

Por eso la Jafl il :

i , anuncié ayer
que presentara un proyecto de ley ante
el Coneejo prra obligar a los propietarios
y al Departaments de Vivienda (HFD)a

ser mis estriclos en
Las [[UEE&S ante ¢ elcontrol del moho
¥y otros agentes que
I}Eiiﬁi‘tﬁﬁiﬂﬂm fp  pueden poner en
;o riesgo alos residen-

Sai%ld & ngmm tes asméticos.
Merial por moho pEle mogo ro de-

. saparece tapindole

eregron f2 provisionalmente

4 1 con un pocd de pin-

orhitante {flﬁlﬂ e fura corso he visto
1.600 por cients  que hacen dos pro-
pietarios en  mu-

: chas viviendas. La
ciudad no tiene estindares para lidiax
con este problema y esc tiene que cam-
blar’, dijo Gotbaum quien anuncid la
iniciativa acompanada por varlos con-
cejales que apoyan al proyecto.

En Nueva York se calcula que una de
cada ocho personas sufre de asma, enire
ellos 300 mil nifos,

Fn los Gltimos anos las denunciss

. ante la ciudad por la presencia de moho .

han crecide de forma dramitica segGn ’
evidencian datos de varias agencias de
Ja ciudad.

Entre 2001 y 2007 las denuncias por
invasion de este hongo ante HPD casise
tripiicaron pasande de 8,288 4 21.022. En
apenas cince afios, entre 1989 y 2004, las

i quejas ante el Departamento de Salud e

Higiene Mentsl (DOHMH) por este mis-
mo concepto crecieren la exorbitante
cifra de 1.80¢ por ciento,

“No sirve de nada gue iratlemos enlos
hospitales a los enferinos de asma stno
podemos estar seguros que cuando vuel
van a casa tendrdn un ambiente sanc”,
dijo el doctor Lester Blair, uno de los
directares de Ja Asoclacién Americana
det Pulmén en Mueva York,

Lag viviendas mds afectadas por ia
presencia de este honge s¢ encueniran
en general en los bayrios mis pobres de
1a ciidad, De los nueve distritos que
presentaron quejas por moho entre 1943

- ¥ 2004 ante DOHMH, siete de ellos tiena

! los mayores [ndices ge familizs viviende

: por debajo del indice de pobreza, in-

" ¢luidos East Tremont en Bl Bronx y

Washington Heights e Inweod en Man-
hattan.

| lorenzo.aoraleséreldiariony.cont

w03 AE0fIPIBID MMM  JUIE 50 THAY 30 A4 SIN0 VR ¥YOIWE T3
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¥ Baladg

Ley para

erradicar

el asma

Hoy Nueva York

La defensora piblica
Beisy Gothaum presentd
ayer um proyecto de ley
para reducir la contami-
nacién-en el interior de
los apartamentos de la
Ciudad y evitar el asma,
especialmente, erradican-
do el moho y las plagas.

La iniciativa, .co pa-
trocinada por Ia concejal
Rosie Méndez vy por la
Coalicion Hogares Libres

- de Asma, enmienda el Co-

dige de Mantenimiento
de Viviendas (HMC) y re-
querird alasagencias que
establezcan un minimo
estandar delimpieza para
prevenir v reducir el as-
ma en los hogares. Obli-
gard a duefios de apar-
tamentos, donde wvivan
personas con problemas
respiratorios, . eliminen
los riesgos que pudieran
aumentar el asma.
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Queens,

1

On the brief side...
Maltese Hails New Discount Rx Card

; Persons aged 50 to 64 will receive
A significant discounts on

{ prescription drugs purchased with
a new discount card that will be
issued by the state Health
Department soon, state Senator
Serphin Maltese announced.

Discounts could be 30 pescent on
brand name drugs and 60 percent
off generic drugs, Maliese R-C
Middle Village) said.

Eligibility for the new pharmacy
card, Maltese said, Is limited to
ﬁwnding;nggpni gf Quiefgbtrsidge individuals 50 to 64 who earn less
ouses, Publc vocate Be: T

Gotbaum, ateng with Commun)irty than 535’000 a year and HfaIT!Cd
Service Bociety (C55) of New York couples who have annual incomes
released a Guide to Banking in New of less than $50,000. People of
York City, a nine-page, how-to any age who are disabled are also
guide on personal banking. eligible to receive the cards. There

. is no fee involved, Maltese said,

and those who have insurance can also apply for the new cards.

The program was developed after an AARP survey found that 19 percent
of people in the 50 to 64 age bracket were not buying prescription drugs
because they couldn't afford them. About 11 percent of those surveyed
said they had no insurance and were forced to pay full price for drugs,
and 14 percent said they had to cut back on food, fuel and electricily to
pay for prescriptions.

Maltese explained that the program, administered by the Health
Department, will get huge discounts in purchasing drugs from
pharmaceutical companies by leveraging the buying power of about
460,000 persons who will be eligible for the program. '‘Guide To
Banking' Released

_ Public Advocats
for New Yorkers who, like others around the counixry, are struggling to
make ends meet, Gotbaum said.

“Fhe guide helps New Yorkers at a time when we desperately need to get
the most out of the money we earn," Gotbaum said in anpouncing the
new "how to” gaide on personal banking assistance.

The guide, published in English and Spanish, is available by contacting
Gotbaun's office at 212- 669-7250.

Gotbaum's release describing and announcing the availability of the
guide was issued during the income 1ax ftiing season as people were
getting ready to fle tax returns and Teceive economic stimulus rebates
and Barned income Tax Credit (EITC) checks.

baum released a "Guide to Banking" last week

-

-

WL 22 200

Gothaurm said the new guide could help people to find ways to "put that
money directly info an account, earm interest, and avoid fees from check
cashing eenters or Refund Anticipation Loans (RAL)". Marshal! Marks

Queens Diversity

Using pausic and dance and a keynote address by the city Cornmissioner -

of Irnenigrant Affairs to celebrate the borough's diversity, Queens
Borough President Helen Marshall recently marked Immigrant Heritage
Week at the Queens Museum of Ast,

Besides the keynote address by Immigrant Affairs Commissioner
Guillermo Linares, the program, focasing attention on the contributions
of immigrants to America's most diverse county, also featured Queens
Poet Laureale Julio Marzen.

"Queens today looks like the United Nations,” Marshall said in opening
the event, The borough president stated proudly, "We are the most
multiethnic county and our population consists of longtime residents and
recent immigrants.”

Fittingly, the Quecns Museum of Art in Flushing Meadows-Corona Park
was the building where the United Nations Genera) Assembly met for the
first time.

Entertainment included a performance by students of the Niall O'Leary
School of Irish Dance, the Targest school of its kind in New York City,
veteran dancer and performer Mala De Sai, who performed a dance
dating back to the second century, and by Ballet Folklorico, an
organization run by the Father Billini Association of Corona.

Approxirately 150 Immigration Heritage Week evenis took place
throughout the city from April 14 to 20. Sexual Assault Awareness

Seminar

A free seminar to educate Flushing and nearby communities on sexual

. assault prevention and protection will be held by Assemblywomaz Ellen

Young this Saturday, at 11 am. at the YWCA of Queens, 42-07 Parsons
Blvd. in Flushing.

Young said sexual assault is too often a silent crime which affects more
than 20 million people in the U.S. and can include one in six women and
one in 33 men in the 1.8, at one point in their lives.

The seminar will launch Sexual Assault and Prevention Month at the Y.
Participants will hear from Queens law enforcement officials about
prevention measures before wrapping up with a self defense class, Young
said. Padavan Sponsors Cellphone Recycle Drive

From now to Wednesday, April 30, state Senator Frank Padavan will be
conducting a drive collect used ceilphones, batteries and accessories
that will be recycled for use by victims of domestic violence

Padavan (R~ C Bellerose) said the phones can be dropped off at either of
his district offices, 89~ 39 Gettysburg St., Bellerose, or 150-26 14th Ave.,
Whitestone. Both offices are open from Monday through Friday- in
Bellerose from % am. to 5 p.m. and in Whitestone from 9 am. to 1 pm.

At the conclusion of the drive, Padavan said, the recycled phones will be
donated to Verizon Wireless for use in its Hopeline® wireless phone
recyciing program. The recycied phones are sold and the proceeds are
donated to domestic violence advocacy groups or aré used o purchase
wireless phones and service for domestic violence survivers.
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The overcrowding battle heats up in District

magine a windowless reom.

Fluorescent lighting and sparse

furnishings decorate the small

space, This is not a jail cell. Tt is not

an army barvacks or even the most
depressing sublet in New York City, This
is the suppiy closet at P.5. 116, on Bast
38rd Street. It's a closet that used to be
storage for musicai instruments and
chess sets: a closet that is now & class-
room.

PS8, 116 is one of many District 2
schoels forced to resort to unappealing
solutions to address overcrowding. The
issue .of too many students and not
encugh seats has long been debated on
the Bast Side, but this past week tensions
came to a head. First came a report from
Manhattan Borough President Scott
Stringer, Hasting education officials for
not adding enough elementary.and mid-
die school seats to keep up with the buitd-
ing boorm. Soon after, local elected offi-
clals demanded a meeting with Scheol
Chancellor Joel Klein to talk about over-
crowding. Then discussions about & char-
ter schooi moving into an Bast 25th Street
building turned nasty, taking on racial
overtones. It all added up to one of the
East Side's most heated discussions
about school space in recent memory.

seats for students citywide. On the
Upper Bast Side alone, the city approved
enpugh new buildings between 2604 and
2067 1o add roughly 350 to 560 new stu-
dents, yet no new seats in local schools
were added. Parents warily eye projects
like Sheldon Solow's 9.8-acre develop-
ment south of the United Nations and two

harents also  became deeply
embroited in the crowding con-
g troversy, as evidenced by a hear-
ing convened iast week by the District
2 Commurity Education Council. At
issne was the Ross Global Academy
Charter School, a mostly African-
Amevican and Hispanic school that is
jooking to move into the School for the
Physical City, on East 25th Street. The
school is being phased out' and the
building's lease is up.

Parents from nearby PS5
116, however—which is 44
percent white and also-
needs  space—argued
that their school should
take precedence because
of its proximity. While the
focus of the meeting was
overcrowding in general,
the racial overtones
and hostility between
parents were difficuit
to ignore, according to
attendees,

"It was literally all
the white parents on
one side of the room
and a3l the black parents
on the other” said

g

new family-friendly condominiums on
East 86th Street, envisioning ali the new
students who will accompany this con-
struction.

Althougk the Department of
HEducation has planned to add 4,300
seats throughout the borough over the
next five years—a number that was
recently bumped up by more than
1,00G-~many elegted officials say this
is not sufficient to keep pace with
future growth.

“We need to start planning for new
development as it happens,” Stringer
said, “rather than walting for it to over-
take us.”

The overcrowding report appears to
have pressed the department fo add new
seats, as outlined in statement released
last week: “We are aware of the need for
seats in District 2 and have reviewed
demographics. As a result, we have
incrensed the number of new seats for
the district in owr current Capital Plan
Trorm 1,890 t¢ 3,150 seats.”

The department alse said that it wiil
mother of a Gth grader at P.5. 116. *And
they were yelling and pointing at each
other,”

“I'm sorey,” she added. "{The building]

2

revisit the increased need for seats,
including in District 2, in the next Caphtal
Plan, which is slated for released in
November.

Debra Wexter, press secretary for the
department, added  that
although citywide enroli-
mert has been declin-
ing in recert years,
“There are 'pock-
ets’ in the city

flg?
was fterally ot
the white porenis on
one side of ihe room and

SChOOIS

overcrowding in District 2, :
Although District 2 has the second-
highest enrolinnent projections in the city,
the officials pointed out by the letter, the
entire borough of Manhattan was allocet-
ad only 5 percent of the total

school  capital funding

budget dedicated to
new capacity,

Other  officials

who signed on to

where  enroli- the Aprii 16 letter
ment trends are 38 the block parents on the  incladed  State
headed in the ” : . . Sens, Liz
opposits diree. O1HEL” $¢id Laurie Posimate, - Knneger and Tom
tion." a mother of o 5th grader af  Duane; Assembly
Using " Mermabers
Stringer's report as P.5. 136. “And i'hezy were Jonathan  Bing,

a springboard,
large group of elected
officials, including Rep.
Carelyn Malorey, Conmptroiler
Wiltiam C. Thompson Jr. and Pubilic
Advocate Betsy Gothbaum, made a pubiic
overture to Schoo ancellor Joet Kiein
asking him to meet about the “severe”
schoel is currently housed in the base-
ment of the departreent’s headquarters
at Tweed Courthouse—space that was
granted after failed efforts to squeeze

is just too close to us and we need it.” Ross into NEST+M, in Lower
Posimato tears up when she talks  § Manhattan, following parent
about the possibility of S, 116 tum- 5 protests.

ing their science labs, dance studio,

art room:, and gymnasium into
cinsIrooms.

But Ross students 4
need space, too.

Ross has only two rooms that are
divided into classrooms using parti-
tions. Students use the lunch room as
an art room—they do not have & gym-
nasium,

“We are a District 2
schogl,” said Ross
principat

Stephanie
Ciagnaz, in
response o par
ents' claims thal
Ross should leok
elsewhere
space.
Ross uses a lot-
tery system to deters
mine acceptance,
and although sty
dents come from all
over the city, the
school raust give pref-
grence to District 2 chil-
dren.  Ress parents

T g

» veling and pointing ot
each other.”

for .

Micah Kellrer, Brian
Kavanagh and Richard
Gottfried; and  Gouncil
Members  Dan  Garodnick,

Jessica Lappin and Rosie Mendez.

AL press time, the department had not
yet responded to the request for a meet.
ing with Xlein.
locat parents dor't want the SChool, wiuen
also serves the district, to have the space.

“It's easy 10 say it's not aboud race
when you're among yeur ewn,” said
Ross parent lan Pearce, who s
African-American  and  lives in
Brooklyn. “Mincrities are being
phased out ail over the city. It's easy
not to be racist when the economy can
do it for you."

Citing a long list of reasons why they
oppesed the charter’s move, the dis-
trict’s compunity education council
ultimately voted against Ross taking the
space and urged the departient Lo give
the building to 2 district lementary or
middle school.

Maloney both

and  Stringer

"expressed disappointment that the

Ross debate has turned parents against
each other. But Ross parents question
who these elected officials are realiy
fighting for. Granville Leo Stevens, who
attended the meeting as a supporier of
the charter schoel, wondered why
politicians fighting 50 adamantly for
Districk 2 schools were mysteriousiy
absent when it came to finding space
for children in District 1

“They are,” parent Pearce said of
elected officials, "pandering to Lheir

oy



City Council, Public Advocate hold
‘hearing on cell phone bill of rights

The New Yoik City Council’s
Committee on Consumer Affajrs,

chaired by Council Member
Leroy Comrie, along with Public

Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, Con-
T TR T AT e: ity
Hali on

Introductory Bill #4483, which
wotld require notices relating to

o T

APQLL 21, 2003

open, honest manner will suffer
little, if any inconvenience as a
dealerships {some of whom tack  result of this bili, and the end re-
on up £ 3400 to the service pro-  sult will be a better-informed cli-
viders' early termination fees)~ cnt base.” ’
have not been as fortheoming. Public ‘Advocate Gotbaum
“The purpose of this bill is rot  added, “We all know what it feels
Lo bully the mobife phone indus-  iike to come across a complex, con-
try bul rather to protect mobile fusing contract. Many times, fee
phone conswners and improve  information is not cleariy pro-
the transaction process. Those vided. This bill will eliminate the
businesses that are acting in an  secrecy surrounding cancellation
and restocking fees and other York City. i
costs, We are pleased to work A 2005 report issued by the of-

{(From page 6}

the rights of mobile phone cus-
tomers. Testifying at the hearing
were representatives of the New
York City Department of Con-
sumer Affairs and consumer ad-
vocate groups.

The proposed bill would re-
quire disclosures by stores that
sell wireless phones that would
distinguish whether the store is
an “autherized dealerskip- which
is not owned or managed by 2
specific wireless service provider
and offers a variety of wireless
plans ard pheones ~and 2 “wire-
tess provider store”™- which is
managed by a specific wireless
provider and anly selis its own
product,

Every wireless stare would be
required to post a notice stating
whether it is an authorized deal-
ership or a wireless provider; if
they charge.any store specific
fees and it so, the amounts and

& e z S iy
Which is managed by a specific wireless provider and only
selis its own product.

terms of such fees; of any cor- charges that may increase their
porate discounts that may be monthly phone bill beyond the
available; the customer’s right amount quoted by the siore.
to change wireless service pro- The final section of the pro-
viders within the same focal area  posed bill would impose civil li-
and refain the same phone num-  abilities on those found in viola-
ber; and, listany additional gov-  tion of the bill's provisions, not-
ernment taxes, fees and sur-  ing however, that no mote than one
vialation may be issued to a wire-
fess store per day.

Groups such as the Better Busi-
ness Bureau have, for years, been

with the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs to strengthen the
provisions of this biil in order
to gnsure consumers can make
informed decisions from the
start.” )
The co-sponsars of this bill
are Public Advocate Gotbaum
and Council Members Comrie,
John Liu, Gale Brewer, Lew
Fidler, Vincent Gentile, Alan
Gerson, ‘Letitia James, Qliver
Koppell, Miguel Martinez,
Michael Nelson, Annpabel
Palma, James Sanders Jr., David
Weprin and Thomas White Ir.
The number of subscribers of
celiular phone services is now
255.4 million, accounting for ap-
proximately 84 percent of the
U.5. popuiation. The mobile
phone market has an equally
firm grip in New York City, where
nearly 7¢ percent of the popu-
fation subscribes to a wireless
telephone service. The huge
popularity of cell phones cre-
ates a1 myriad of options for con-
sumers secking to purchase
phones and sevvices in New

fice of Public Advocate Gotbaum
identified six different methods
for acquiring a celiular phone in
the City, including visiting a
store operated by the actual wire-
less service provider; visiting an
autholized retailer; ordeting from
a provider's website; ordering
from an authorized online re-
tailer; purchasing from a gen-
eral electronics retailer; or, order-
ing over the phone with an ex-
isting service provider,
However, despite the popular-
ity of ceflular phones, the wire-
less telecommunications indus-
try is not without its detractors.
in 2007, for example, the Better
Business Bureau ranked com-
plaiats against the telecommmu-
nications industry among the
top ten complaint categories. At
a 2006 hearing with the New York
State Assembly on the wireless
teiephone industry, the Con-
sumer Protection Beard testified
that approximately two-thirds of
their consumer complaits from
cellular phone users concerned
billing or rate issues,

The New York City Council’'s Committee o Consumer
Affairs, chaired by Council Member Leroy Comrie (right),
along with Pablic Advocate Betsy Gothaum (tefD), con~
dueted their first hearing at City Hali today on Introduc-
tory Bili #483, which would require notices reating te
the rights of mobile phone customers, The proposed hill
would reguire disclosures by stores that sell wireless
phones that would distinguish whether the store is an “au-
thorized dealership”

receiving complaints about cei?
phones and rate issues, particu-
larly from customers who were
unaware of ceriain fees when they
initiatly signed up for e cell phone
service plan,

Spesifically, customers are pur-
chasing cell phone plans from
“authorized dealerships” who may
be featuring advertisements of
popuiar wircless providers, lead-
ing the customer to believe they
are purchasing plans solely from
that provider, However, customers
then unexpectedly encounter ad-
ditionai, exorbitant rates and fees
that they weren't made aware of
when they initially purchased the
service. .

“Several of the major players in
the mobile phone industry have
taken admirable steps to increase
transparency with respect to the
costs of owning a coli phone™
stated Council Member Comrie.
“Unfortunately, smaller players-
such as  these authorized

(Continved on page 33}

The New York City Department
of Consumer Affairs has a long
histery of monitoring the cell
phone industry to protect consum-
ers from deceptive cell phone ad-
vertising. In July 2005, for example,
the Department pursued claims
against AT&T Wireless, Cingular
Wireless and Verizon Wireless for
deceptive advertising. Those
companics seitled and agreed to
fully comply with the CFL in thewr
marketing efforts. Suits were alse
filed against Nextel Conununica-
tions, Spriat Spectrum and T-Mo-
bile USA for pitching cell phones
and services in deceplive adver-
tisements that misled consumers.

“We're glad that the Council is
addressing concerns in this mar-
ket,” testified Marla Tepper, gen-
eral counsel for the Department of
Consumer Affairs, “We encourage
the Comrnittes to consider forging
a more comprebensive approach
lo effectively address the entive
range of issues consumers con-
front when entering into coniracts
for celi phones and cell phone ser-
vices, and would lock forward fo
working together on such an ini-
tiative.”



BY CARRIE MIELAGD

DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
TOO MANY PARENT coordinators don’t
bother returning parents’ phone calls, one
of their main duties, according {o a survey
by the city public advocate’s office.

More than 70% of messages left for par-
ent coordinators — who are responsible for
parent outreach at each city school —
weren't returned. within five days, the sur-
vey showed.

And worse, 13% of the 100 parent coordi-
nators who were called in February had ei-

" ther full or nonfunctmnmg vmce-mall box- ‘

es, or nonworking numbers.

Public Advocate Betsey Gotbaum said
the results of the survey were “mind bog-
gling” and showed that coordinators, who
make on average $38,138 annually, were
less responsive than they were When sur-
veyed four years ago.

“The [Education Department] has done
nothing to irmprove the responsiveness of
parent coordinators,” Gotbaum said.

The surveyors presented themselves as

‘parents of prospective students interested

in enroliment or other information.

An Ed Department spokeswoman ques-
tioned the survey’s methodology. and What
callers said in their voice-mail messages .
She pointed out that r many parent coordina-
tors are very responsive fo parents.

Durmg the Jast three months of 2007
parent . coordinators: -‘resporided 1o ovier
670,000 parent phone calls, a 17.6% m—
crease over the sameé period during the’ p -
or year,” Maibe’ Gonzalez—Fuentes gaid§ ina
statement.

A parent coordinator from Brooklyn san:!
she was disappointed to hear ihe results
but didn’'t think they were representauve ‘of
all 1,200 coordinators. = . i.

“The parent coordinators I know and
deal with are very responszble about get- .
ting messages and calling people,” she
said. “That’s a shame.”

The parent coordinator 3ob was created
in 2003 as a school-based position to help
parents better maneuver the school system
and to support parent organizations.

cmelago@nydallynews.com

PPRL 24 2ovd. -
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78% did not answer th

afters pm
i :-n,,‘-;?

By YOAV GONEN
Education Reporter

The people paid to serve as the
link between parents and their
children’s schools are habitually

playing hooky, a new report has  first created. trict 4s  Conumuanity.
found. “Degpite several reports from  Education Council,
Public Advocate Betsy GOl my office that found that many  who has conducted a
baumy’s office found that the city's  parent coordinators are basically  similar survey of parent at
more than 1400 parent coordina-  unreachable, the [Department of coordinators in  East But parents argued that avail-

tors - who are issued cell phones
and paid an average of nearly
340,000 2 year to assist parents —
are more difficult to reach thap
ever.

Out of 100 phone calls made to
randomly selected parent coordi-
nators in each borough, 78 went

unanswered ~ including 13 Bronx were least likely to return In the final three months of IR He DOEX ;
whose voice-mail boxes would messages. 2007, parent coordinators re principal's administrative work.
not accept messages. Pareat coordinators at middle sponded to more than 670,000  Parents also complained that .

Of the 65 messages left by staff-
ers posing as prospective parents,
46 — or 71 percenf — were not

responded to within. five business
days.

That figure was 51 percent in a
2003 study, which Gotbawn’s of-
fice conducted shortly after the

arent-coordinator position was

Education] has dope nothing to
improve the respomsiveness of
parent coordinators,” sald Got-
baum. Her latest report showed
that parent coordinators in Brodk-
lyn and Queens were the least
likely to amswer their phones,
while those in Brooklyn and The

and high schools were also much
less likely to respond to calls than
those at elementary schools,

according to the data.
“You talk to a ot of
answering  machines
when you deal with the
DOR” said Hector Na-
zario, president of Dis-

Harlem. “No return calls, no-pick-
up calls — it's true,” he said.

DOE officials dismissed the
study’s methodology and said the
availability of parent coordinators
after school — when the phone

‘calls were made — varied from

school to school.

parent phone calls — a 176 per-
cent increase fromn the prior year,
education officials said.

‘B Of 65 voice messages left,
46 were not responded to
- within a week,

ability was fust one of many fail-

ings of the pricey imitiative — °
which costs taxpayers about $7¢

million per year. They said parent
coordinators too often serve the
principals who hired them rather

than the parents who need help —
sorpetimes to the point of doing a !

the coordinators often dom't post ¥

or distribute vital information.

yoav.gonen@nypost.com




' NEW YORK, NY- The New

York  City  Council’s
Commiitee o Consumer
Affairs, chaired by Council
Member Leroy Comvrie,
along with Public Advocate
Betsy Gothaum, conducted
their first hearing at City
Hall today on Introductory
Bill No. 483, which would
require notices relating to
the rights of mobile phone
customers. Testifying at the

hearing were representatives

of the. New York City
Department of Consumer
Affairs and consumer advo-
cate groups.

. The proposed bill would
require disclosures by stores
that sell wireless phones that
would distinguish whether
the store is an “authovized
dealership” - which is not
owned or managed by a spe-
cific  wireless  seyvice
provider and offers a variety
of wireless plans and phones
— or a “wireless provider
store” - which is managed by
a specific wireless provider

-and only sells its own prod-

uct. .

Every wireless store
would be required to post a
notice stating whether it is
an authorized dealership or
a wireless provider; if they
charge any. store-specific
fees and if so, the amounts
and terms of such fees; of
any corporate discounts that
may be. available; the cus-
tomer’s right to change
wireless service providers
within the same local area
and retain the same phone

number; and list any addi--

tional government taxes,
fees and surcharges that may
increase  their monthly
phone bill beyond the

amountt quoted by the store.

The final section of the
proposed Bill would impose
civil lishilities on those
found in violation of the
hill's provisions, noting how-

ever, that no more than one

violation may be issued to a
wireless store per day.
Groups such as the Better
Business Bureau have for
years been receiving com-
plaints about cell phones
and rate issues, particularly
from customers who were
unaware of certain fees
when they initially signed up
for a cell phone service plan.
Specifically, customers
are purchasing ceil phone
plans from “authorized deal-

. erships” that may be featur-

ing advertisements of popu-
fay wireless providers, lead-

~ing the customer to believe

they are purchasing plans
solely from that provider.
However, customers then
unexpectedly  encounter

- additional, exorbitant rates

and fees that they weren't

made aware of when they .

initially purchased the' serv-
ice.

“Several of the major
players in the mobile phone
industry - have  faken
admirable steps fo increase
transparency with respect fo
the costs of owning a cell
phone,” stated Comrie.
“Unfortunately, smaller play-
ers - such as these author-
ized dealerships (some of
whormn tack on up to $400 to
the service providers’ early

- termination fees) — have not

heen as forthcoming.
“The purpose of this bill is
not to bully the mobile

phone industry but rathier to -

protect mohile phone con-

sumers and improve the
transaction process. Those
businesses that are acting in
an open, honest manner will

suffer little, if any, inconven-

jence as a result of this bill,
and the end resuit will be a
better-informed client base.”

Cotbaum added, “We all
know what it feels like to
‘come across a complex, con-
fusing contract. Many fimes,
fee information is not clearly
provided. This bill will elimi-
nate, the secrecy surround-
ing cancellation and restock-
ing fees and other costs. We
are pleased to work with the
Department -of Consumer

- Affairs to" strengthen the

provisions of this bill in
order to ensure consumers
can make informed deci-
sions from the,start.”

The co-sponsors of this
bill are Public Advocate
Gotbaum and  Council
Members Comrie, John Liu,
Gale Brewer, Lew Fidler,
Vincent  Gentile, Alan
Gerson, Letitia James, Cliver
Koppell, Miguel Martinez,
Michael Nelson, Annabel
Palma, James Sanders Jr,
David Weprin, and Thomas
White Jr.

The number of sub--

scribers of cellular phone
services is now 2554 mil-
lion, accounting for approxi-
mately 84 percent of the U.S.
population. The mobile
phone market has an equally
firm grip in New York City,
where neatly 70 percent of
the population subscribes to
a wireless telephone service,
The huge popularity of cell
phones creates 2 myriad of
options for consumers seek-
ing to purchase phones and
services in New York City..

AYRAL 2% 2009




- tan

dresenlases-
#cuelas de
Nueva York no es-
cumpliendo
bien su labor a la
hora ¢de comuni-
carse con los pa-

dres de los estu-

diantes.
Asilomuestra

Jun estudio de la

oficina’de la De-

fensora Piblica,

Betsy . Gotbaum,
. presentado ayer,

~en el que se ad-

vierte que el 78

por ciento de los

coordinadores en-
cuestados no res-

ponden a Hama-
das de los padyres .

. “El 71 por “ciento de Ioé . :
coordmadores alosgqueseles
de3an mensajes tampoco re.

: estudm encontro un aumen-.

. to negative en ese sentido,
comparado con el 2004 cuan-
do se halld que el 67 por
eientc no
cumplia
€ON 853 Tes-
ponsabili-
dad. .
- De-

El71%de
los coordi-

‘ PR, caciton cff;
nadores de ~ ticd el i
padres ¢ los. forme' ya
_ i cuye través de
que se les le- - un comunt-
jan mensq- o die.
‘ que no era
» J es tampoco  fielalarea
regresan las 1“1%5};3 "
llamadas _'rrosa mefo:

Betsy Getbaum dologia del

Befensora del Pueblo informe

_ hace impo-
‘después de Jas 5:00 de Ja tar-  sible darlé crédito a sus con-
de, cuand"la mayoria dasea . chasiones”, asegurd esa,ofi-
comunicarse con eflos. . - ' L

cina, agregando que la dis-
ponibilidad de los coordina-
dores de padres después de
sus jornadas varia de una
escuela a otra. -

* “Elinforme no explica
como se identificaron las
personas que llamaron
cuando ellos contactaron

~alos coordihadores de pa-
~dres pararealizar las ins-
‘peccmnes ,’agregc el co-
‘ mumcado en el que £x-

phcaron quE durante los

“Gltimos tres meses del

2007, los -coordinadores
de padres respondieron
mas de 670,000 llamadas
con unaumento del 17.6%
sobre. 6l mismo perzodo N
del 20086. .

" La figura de los coordln'
nadores de padres fue treada
en el 2003 come parte dela
yeestructuracion al sis ma
educativo de Ia- clmda
Nueva York.

APRIL 24 ,200%

'3 Betsy Gothatim, Defensora
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Roll call of council membefs is mixed

By Ben Simon and Ed Forbes
April 25, 2008

12
g "

Although two of eight members of the Bronx delegation to the City Council have steilar attendance records, four are in the
bottom 10 of that body in terms of attendance at votes, committee meetings and hearings, recent council data shows.

Mearia del Carmen Arroyo, a Democrat who represents Funts Point, Longwood, Mott Haven and Soundview; and James
Vacca, a Democrat who represents Throgs Neck, Westchester Sguare, Moxris Park and Allerton, were both top scorers.

Vacea ranks 10th in tetmns of attendance, with 2 91.9 percent rating. He said attendance was essential if members wanted
to fulfill their roles in the oversight process.

“ Jove being in my district, but if you want to be part of the oversight process, you have to have a presence downtown,”
he said.

He said he fries to fill in for his Bronx colleagues when they’re absent from meetings. At a hearing in July 2007, a new
prison was proposed for Hunts Point, Vacca said. He was the only member from the Bronx delegation present. Vacca said
that although he doesn’t represent Hunts Point, he felt it was his responsibility to fight against the prison.

Stilt, four of the Bronx council members attended less than 75 percent of the Council’s meetings, hearings and votes
between 2004 and the end of March, according to City Council data released to the media earlier this month following a
Freedom of Information Act request by The New York Times.

Annabel Palma, a Democrat representing Soundview, Parkchester and Castle Hill; Helen D. Foster, a Democrat serving
Morrisania, Claremont, Melrose, Highbridge and Morris Heights; Larry B. Seabrook, the Democratic member for Co-op
€ity; and Maria Baez, the Democrat representing Fordham and Kingsbridge Heights, each were in the bottom 10.

Joel Rivera, the Democratic City Council majority leader who represents Bathgate, Belmont, Crotona, Fordham, East
‘Tremont and West Farms, had an attendance record of 77.21 percent. G. Oliver Koppel, the Democratic member for
Riverdale, had an 84.36 percent attendance rating.

Arroyo came in seventh overall in terms of City Council attendance with a 93.9 percent rating. She credited her record to
her enthusiasm for her position.

“¥ show up for work,” she said, adding that she does occasionally miss council meetings because of emergencies. On one
occasion, because of a fire in Highbridge where several children died, she decided to miss some council meetings, she
said. Absences, Arroyo said, are inevitable,

“] know these are members who are aware of the needs and issues in their district,” she said. “I work with these people; I
see how hard they work. I don't know if the districts are impacted [by their absence from council meetings].”

When asked to explain why her record was so much better than her Bronx peers, Arroyo said, “How I work is not how
other people work. My style is my style, and other people have their own style.”

Vacca said he attends council meetings not just to represent his district, but the eptire borough.

“ see my responsibility as lobbying for the borongh,” Vacca said. “If I don’t see my colleagues jat a particular commitiee
meeting] I have the capacity to fill in even if I’m not on a certain committee.”

Gia Storms, a spokeswoman for Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum’s office, which addresses citizen complaints about city
government and investigates accountability in city departments and agencies, said, “The public advocate believes that
attendance is important.”

She added that her office was reluctant to comment on specific council members and absences. “We don’t want to polut
fingers,” Storms said.

Susan Lemer, executive director of Common Cause of New York, 2 government watchdog organization, said attendance at
Council meetings is importani.

“When council members don’t show up,” Lerner said, “they’re showing disdain for the public process. The council
meetings. first and foremost, are public. They re where the public’s business is conducted in public.”
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New Bills: Aliergens to Parade Rules
by Courtney Gross
28 Apr 2008

Though the City Council's budget scandal remains at center stage in City Hall, the legislative
process has continued on.

Over the past month, more than a dozen bills have been introduced on the council floor, from
fighting asthma triggers to overturning the New York Police Department's parade rules.

Here is a sample of legislation you may have missed.

Reducing Asthma Triggers

New York City is known as having one of the highest asthma rates among children in the
country. it is the number one cause for the hospitalization of children under 14. A study by the
city's Department of Health and Mental Hygiene in 2000 found kids in New York City were twice
as likely to be hospitalized for asthma compared to children nationwide.

While many attribute this staggering rate to an urban environment full of poltution and
congestion, there are other culprits, like mice, cockroaches and mold, some city officials said. To
nab these allergens, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and Councilmember Rosie Mendez
introduced legislation (Intro 750) that requires owners of buildings with multiple units to
immediately remove allergens if the building is occupied by an individual with respiratory issues.
These allergens would include mold, fungi and pests.

"These problems have serious health consequences and our bill will force landlords and
inspectors to take them seriously,” said Gotbaum in a prepared statement: “There has never
been a consistent or appropriate standard for dealing with mold and pest infestations in New
York City, and that needs to change.”

Some mold infestations are violations of Department of Housing Preservation and
Development's regulations, but there currently is no protocol to deal with most infestations and
remediation. The bill, city officials said in a prepared statement, would require a landlord take
immediate action.

Under the legislation, landlords would be required to inspect a unit that is occupied with an
asthmatic person at least once a year. If landiords do not comply, the could be subject to six
month imprisonment or a $500 fine.

The legislation can also apply to apartment units where non-asthmatic residents live, depending
on the size of the infestation.



Council, Public Admcate Hold Hearmg On Cell Phone Bﬂi af Rxgﬁw

The New York City Council's
Committee on Cansumer Affairs,
chaired by Councii Member Leroy
Comrie, along with PRublic
Advocate Betsy’ Gothaum,
conducted their first hearing at City
Hail today on Inwroductory Bill
#483, which would reguire notices
relating to the rights of mobile
phone customers, Testafy;ng atthe
hearing were represéntatives of the
New York City Department of
Consumer Affairs and cons
advocale groups.

The proposed bill weuld .

require disclosures by storcs thm,
d-

sell wireless phanes that

cific wireless service provide
offers a variety of w;reif:ss plans
and phones ~and a “wireless pro-
vider store”- which is managed by
a specific wireless provider and
only sells its own product.

Every wireless store would be
required o post a notice stating
whether it is an authorized dealer-
ship or a wireless provider; if they
charge any store specific fees and
if s, the amounts and terms of such
fees; of any corporate discounts
that may be available; the
customer’s right to change wireless
service providers within the same
local area and retain the same

tional government taxes, fees and
surcharges that may increase their
monthly phone bill beyoad the
amount quoted by the store.

The final section of the pro-
posed bill would impose civil li-
abitities on those found in viols-
tion of the bill's provisions, noting
however, that no more than one
violation may be issued to a wire-
less store per day.

Groups such as the Better Busi-
ness Bureau have, for years, been
receiving complaints about cell
phones and rate issues, particularly
from custorners who were unaware
of certain fees when they initially
sigaed up for a cell phone service
plan.

Specifically, customess are pur-
chasing cell phone plans from “au-
thorized dealerships™ who may be
featuring advertisements of popu-

- lar wireless providers, leading the
customner to believe they are pur-
chasing plans sclely from that pro-
vider. However, customers then
unexpectedly eacounter additional,
exorbitant rates and fees that they
weren't made aware of when they
initially purchased the service.

“Beveral of the major players in
the mobile phone industry have
taken admirable steps to increase
transparency with respect to the
costs of owning a cell phone,”
stated Couacii Member Comrie,
“Unfortunately, smaller players-
such as  these authorized

I #483,

dmclosures by

e {right), along with F‘ubuc Advocate
' their tirst hearing ‘at Gty Hail recently
i¢h would require notices relating to the
hone ‘tustomers. The proposed bilf would require
res that sell wireless phones that would distingulsh

whether the store is an "authorized deafership” (Celiﬂearmgz) - which
is not ewned or maraged by a specific wireless service provider and
offers a variety of wireless plans and phones —and a “wirefess prowder
store” (CellHearing3) - which is mahaged by a specific wireless provider
and anly seils its own product. Photo by Damion Reid.

dealerships (some of whom tack on
up 10 3400 to the service provid-
ers” early termination fees) — have
not been as forthcoming,

“The purpose of this bill is not
to bully the mobile phone Tndustry
but rather o protect, mobile phone
consurtiers and improve the trans-

" .~ | action process. Those businesses
phone number; and, list any addi- P

that are acting in an open, honest
manner wili suffar littie, § any in-
convenience as a result of this bill,
and the end result wifl be a better-
informed client base.”

Pubiic Advocate Gotbaum
added, “We ail know what it feels
like to come across a cemplex,
confusing contract, Many times,
fee information is not
clearly provided. This bill will
eliminate the secrecy surrounding
cancellation and restocking fees
ard other costs. We are pleased to
work with the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs to strengthen the pro-
visions of this bilf in order to en-
SUre CORSLEMErs can make mfo;meé
decisions from the stan.” _

The co-speasors of this bill are
Public Advocate Gotbaum and
Council Members Comrie, Jokn
Liu, Gale Brewer, Lew Fidler,
Vincent Gentile, Alar Gerson,
letitia James, Otiver Koppell,
Miguel Martinez, Michael Nelson,
Aanabel Palma, James Sanders Jr.,
David Weptia and Thorhas White Jr.

The number of subscribers of
celiular phone services is now
255.4 mitlion, accounting for'ap-
proximately 84% of the 11.S. popu-
lation. The mobile phone market
nas an equaliy firm grip in New
York City, where acarly 70% of the
population subscribes to a wireless
telephone service. The huge popu-
larity of cell phones creales a
myriad of options for consumers
seeking 10 purchase phones and
services in Mew York City.

A 2005 repost issued by the of-
fice of Pubiic Advocate Gotbaum
identified six different methods for
acquiring a celluiar phone in the
City, including visiting a store op-
eraled by the actual wireless ser-

vice provider; visiting an autho- .

rized retailer; ordering from a wire-
less service provider's website;

ordezing from an authorized online

retailer; purchasing from a general |
clectronics retailer; or, ordering=

over the phone with an exxstmﬂ
service provider.

However, despite the popular-
ity of celiuar phones, the wireless
telecommunications industry s not
without its detractors. In 2007, for
example, the Better Business Bu-
reau ranked compiaings aga.mst the
telecommunications industry
among the top ten complaint cat-
egories. At a 2006 hearing with the
New York State Assembly on the
wireless telephone industry, the
Consumer Protection Board testi-
fied that approximately two-thirds
of their consumer complaints from
cellutar phone users concerned
bitling or rate issoes.

The New York City Department
of Consurner Affairs has along his-
tory of monitoring the celi phane
industry 1o protect consumers-from
deceptive cell phone advertising.
In July 2003, for example, the De-
partment pursued claims -against
AT&T Wireless, Cingalar Wireless
and Yerizon Wireless for deceptive
advertising. Those companies
settled and agreed to fully comply
with the CPL in their marketing
efforts, Suits were also filed against
Nextel Communications, Sprm!
Sgectrum and F-Mobile USA for
pitching cell phones and services
in deceptive advertisements that
misled consurmers,

APILIL 24,2008

“We're glad that the Council is
addressing concerns in. this
market,” testified Marla Fepper,
General . Counsel for the
Department of Consumer Affairs.
“We encouragé the Cominitiee to
consider -forging a" tmore
compreheasive approach to
effectively address the entire tange
of issues consuimers confront when
entering intg ‘contracts for cell
phones and’cel} phone services,

injtiative.”
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Bruno Heads Queens GOP Annual S
20,2006 .
Star-Studded Dinner Bash AP 20,

The most powerful
Republican it New
York state, state
Senate Majority
Leader Joseph

1 Bruno, will journey
down to Queens on
May 22 to be
honored as Man of
the Year by the
Queens Republican

organization at its annual dinner.

Philip Ragusa, the Queens party chairman, will also honor two of Bruno's top operatives- state
Senators Frank Padavan and Serphin Maltese- who will be running for re-election this year
with hopes of winning and returning to Albany continuing as members of the majority party.

Both are being challenged in November, Padavan by City Councilmember James Gennaro,
and Maltese by Councilmember Joseph Addabbo Jr.

Another top Albany Republican, Assembly Minority Leader James Tedisco will be the
keynote speaker, and radio- TV personality Curtis Sliwa will be a special guest.

- Other honorees include Margo Catsimatidis who will be honored as Woman of the Year. She
is the wife of tycoon John Catsimatidis, owner, president, chairman, and chief executive
officer of the Red Apple Group and Gristedes Foods. The Red Apple Group a subsidiary of
United Refining Company has holdings in aviation and real estate interests in New York,
Florida, and the U.S Virgin Islands. He owns and operates the Hellenic Times newspaper, and
is a prospective Republican candidate for mayor in 2009.

Rudy Washington, a deputy mayor in the Rudy Giuliani administration, will be another
honoree. ‘ S

Rounding cut the dais will be Anthony Como, the party's choice to win former
Councitmember Dennis Galiagher's vacated seat in the Jupe 3 special election; Tom Dooley
of Astoria, who is challenging state Senator George Onorato in November; and Tony
Nunziato, who's running against Assemblymember Margaret Markey, also in November; and
Robert Hornak, who plans to run for the Astoria city council seat in 2009,

Ragusa said he's expecting a big turnout at Douglaston Manor, possibly because the audience
expects to hear some interesting comments from Senator Bruno about his battle with former
Govemnor Eliot Spitzer last year, Tickets are $150 per person.

OTHER DEM EVENTS: The Ridgewood Democratic Club, headed by Assemblymember
Catherine Nolan, has a huge event, a 100th anniversary dinnerdance on Thursday, June 19, at
which a long list of leaders will be honored.

Nolan tops the list as Woman of the Year. Crowley and Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum will
both receive the Public Service Award. Longtime Ridgewood Dem leader Robert Rothermel
is the club's Man of the Year, Gerard Tate gets the Lifetime Achievement Award; Bruce
Bendell and Annette Rodriguez- Soriano are Business People of the Year; Alan B. Lubin and
Veronica Montgomery Costa Labor Leaders of the Year, and Debbic Egel and Patricia
Grayson are Community Service Award recipients.

Mark the date- Thursday, June 19, at Terrace On The Park in Fiushirig Meadows- Corona
Park, cocktails at 6:30 p.m., tickets are $100 per person, call 718- 229-4201.



