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Chants of ‘Madame President’ in Union Square
By KATE HAMMER 2 ] 2 Ob

m Glintorn § s fo campan rally at
Union Square on Salturday afterscon. (Photo; Gary Cenover for The New York Times)

Several hundred supporters of Hillary Rodha

pyrmagy Several hundred supporters ofHiklary Rodham Clinton
JOURNAL gathered today in Union Square for a “Stand Up for Hillary”
rally.

They listened to speeches by the actress Fran Drescher of “The
Nanny” and several local politicians, includingGeraldine A,
Ferraro, the 1084 Democratic nominee for vice president; Marty
Markowitz, the Brooklyn borough president; Representatives Carolyn B.
Maloney of Manhattan andAnthony D. Weiner of Queens, andChristine C.
Quinn, the City Council speaker.

“We want to give the rest of the country what we have had in New York for
eight years — smart, eificient, dynamic leadership,” said Ms. Quinn, a
Manhattan Democrat, referring to Mrs. Clinton's years in the United States
Senate,

Tn between speeches supporters chanted “Madame President” and
“Hillary!”

in another corner of the park, a small group of nearly a dozen Barack
Obaina supporters also rallied. Shortly afterward, a shouting match
between a Clinton supporter and an Obama supporter drew a crowd but the
pair were quickly separated by other rally-goers.

Shortly after, Ms. Ferrarc and Ms. Quinn joined Representativa¥ydia M.
Velizquez and Public AdvocateBetsy Gotbaum paid a visit te a Clinton
campaign phone bank based in the Lower Manhattan headquarters of the
United Federation of Teachers.

“I've been waiting for eight long years for this moment,” Ms. Veldzquez
gaid, eliciting laughter from a room filled with dozens of teachers
volunteering for the phone bank — and another dozen repariers.

Ms. Velazquez's phone campaign seemed to get off to a slow start, most of
the numbers she dialed didn’t answer. But shortly after she posed for a
picture with an admirer, she got a bite.

“Hello, this is Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez,” she said into the
telephone receiver. And the game was afoot.

Read more Primuny Journal blog entries from the New York region.



‘Mavor Boosts Career
Schools, Standards
for Eighth-Graders’

Atthe Mayor’s State of the
City address, Iwas thrilled to
hear that his administration
plans to expand our career
and technical education pro-
grams {New York, “Mayor
Boosts Career Schools, Stan-

dards for Eighth-Graders,”

January18, 2008].-
With 200,000 disconnect-

'ed youths, neither in school -

nor employed, New York
City degperately needs more

© opportunities for our young
. people.

'

The Mayor’s initiative can
onlybe successful, however,
if Career and Technical Edu-
cationis aligned with indus-

LETTERS

‘tries most in need of educat-

edworkers,

Results of a 2006 survey
conducted by my office in-
dicate that our current CTE
program is preparing too
few students for careers in

MAYOR BLOOMBEF\‘G AT STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS

KGNRAT FIEDLER

health services, an industry
estimated to have 7,600 job,
openings annually.

With city CTE programs
producing enough gradu-
ates to filk only 2% of health
services jobs available, there

Fes 3

clearlyis room for i improve-
ment. -

I strongly urge Mayor
Bloomberg to use the CTE
expansion plan as an oppor-

‘tunityiofill the gap.

RETSY GOTBAUM
Pubh’q Advocate
New York, N.Y.

Please address letters infended
for publtcatwn to the Editor of )
The New York Sun.

Letters may be sent by e-mazl
to editor@nysun.com, by
facsimile to 212-608-7348, or
post to 105 Chambers Streef,
New York City 10007. Please
fnelude a returit address and
daytime telephone number.
Letters may be edifed.

2008
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Language Barriers af the Drugstore
by Courtney Gross
04 Feb 2008

When Catalina Martinez of Ridgewood walks into a pharmacy to get a prescription, the task may not
be as easy as it seems.

Beyond the fong lines and their physician's unintelligible handwriting, Martinez, like thousands of
other New Yorkers, faces 2 seemingly insurmountable wall at their local drugstore: a language
bagrier.

"When | go to the pharmacy, | see that the botiles are in English and | want to know what it says on
the botites,” said Martinez, who was interviewed through a transiator. "So many times | ieave the
pharmacy without knowing what it is saying. That's scary for me."”

According to immigrant and health care advocates, the majority of pharmacies, particularly in the
outer boroughs, do not provide translation services {o their customers. This leaves thousands of
New Yorkers with Emited proficiency in English to fend for themselves, Labels remain untranslated,
so crucial instructions from the pharmacist may be incomprehensibie.

Unlike hospitals, which, under state regulations, must provide translaiors, pharmacies are under no
such requirement. That, some city leaders say, may soon change.

Where Regulations Stand

For the hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers who do not know English, the local pharmacy and its
rows of bottles with labels reading Zoloft or Ambien can be baffling. With Americans increasingly
refiant upon prescriptions, advocstes say an inaccurate translation -- or none af alf -- can pose a
significant danger. :

The 2000 Census showed that nearly half of New York City households speak a language other
than English, and one out of four New Yorkers do not speak English at all. That leaves 25 percent of
the city's population scrounging for health care in their own language or care at a facility offering
transtation services.

White the state approved reguiations in 2006 that set out ianguage requirements for hospitals,
pharmacies were overlooked, said some advocates. According to a recent report by the New York
Acadenmy of Medicine, two thirds of city pharmacies do not franslate prescription labels, despite the
fact that 88 percent said they served limited English proficiency patients daily.

A report released late last vear by the advocacy groups New York Lawyers for the Pyblic interest
and Make the Road by Walking detalls nearly a dozen anecdotes from Brookiyn and Queens
residents who do not speak English.

Catalina Martinez is one of them. She suffers from gastritis and has a 14-year-old son prone fo
allergies, forcing her to visit the pharmacy often. A native of Mexico who has lived in Ridgewood for
a decade, Marlinez sometimes stops strangers on the street, hoping fo get her prescriptions
franslated since the pharmacies she frequents do not provide language assistance, Sometimes,
she said, she will not give her son medication for fear of administering it incorrectly.

"Maybe | have to give him this much medicine, sometimes 1 have to give less,” said the 48-yvear-old.
"Sometimes | won't evan give it to my son because 1 won't know how to do it."

Martinez's apprehension is shared by many immigrants, sald Nisha Agarwal, a staff atiorney with
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest. To address this, the fawyers group, along with City

Councilmember Eric Gioia and WQ@Q@W@, is drafting legistation that would

require transiation services be pravided at alt city pharmacies.

"Giving New Yorkers access to the information they need starts with simpte, common sense steps,
like providing translation services and extra medical instruction for those with limited English
proficiency who are filling prescriptions,” said Gotbaum in a prepared statement, "Our proposed
legistation will help break down the barriers many currently face when seeking health care and
ensure that no New Yorker is left guessing when it comes to questions about their medication.”

Other counclt members have also expressed support for the measure. "Although | appreciate the
efforts already taken by a number of pharmacies to help their custormers read their prescription label
in a more famitiar language, these businesses still have more work to do,* said Councilmember Joet
Rivera, chair of the Health Committee, it an e-mailed statement. “People should not have to guess
how to administer their medicine just because they can't read the directions, Clearly the
consequences can be devastating. The translate of drug fabels by pharmacies is not only a good
idea, it is the right thing to do."

-



What Advocates Want

Advocates, like Agarwal, believe the city's existing human rights law, which prohibits discrimination
pased on rave or ethnicity in public places, requires pharmacies to translate. So far, though,
pharmacists do not interpret the law that way.

Both New York Lawyers for Public Interest and Make the Read by Walking fited a formal complaint
with the state attorney general's office, claiming 16 pharmacies in Queens and Brookiyn routinely
failed to transiate drug labels or pravide instruction to non-English speakers, thus violating their
statutory duty. That complaint is pending, said Agarwal.

They hope the legistation currently being drafted will replicate what the state required from hospitals
in 2006, making language access a requirement of quality health care. Agarwal said the legisiation
shouid be iniroduced in the coming weeks.

The specific standards for pharmacies would strengthen the current requiraments under the human
rights law, said Theo Oshiro, the director of health advocacy at Make the Road by Walking.

Oshiro said his group has already seen some success, Pharmacies in Bushwick, for example,
stepped up their language education campaigns with signs anhouncing translation services behind
some counters.

“| guess there has been spotty resuits; there has ot been & whole chain setting out clear
guidetines,” said Oshiro, “We're still looking for that Kirnd of sweeping solution, not only in Bushwick
and in Woodside " :

City officials spearheading the legistation say the proposat would simply tsn an assumed right into
an explicit one. Business leaders, however, disagree. .

Business Barriers

James Detura owns his own pharmacy in the South Bronx where the population is predominantly
Spanish speaking. Detura, who is presidert of the New York City Pharmacists Society, said a
translation mandate woutd be catastrophic. It is already difficult to find any pharmacist - due to a
nationwide shostage of pharmacists -- let alone a bilingual ones, he said.

For commurities that do not have one or two dominant fanguages, but three, four or ever five, it
could be next to impossible to meet strict language access guidefines. "What about & pharmacy that
is in certain area of New York City when you've got Spanish and Russian? asked Delura, "What do
you do In a case fike that? Are you going to have a separate pharmacist for each one?” There are
enolgh pharmacies in the city, especially locaily owned businesses that cater to certain

Detura also _fears Epaceurate franslations. He said it may be easy o translate "one pilt a day,” but
more complicated instructions may not be as readily interpreted — especially if there are no services
available for a iocal pharmacist to double-check a phoned-in transiation,

But adyocates §aid thete are plenty of accurate resources for a local pharmacist, such as
subscriber hotlines that can translate at the click of a dial. Oshiro. also said they were not looking to
require bifingual pharmacists. .

!_ike Detura, others q_L{eslion whether the legislation would put an unreaschable burden on small,
independent ;Jharmamsts. In response, Oshiro sald the smaller pharmacies afready do a better job
accommuodating immigrant populations’ needs.

Instead, advoca'tes argue that it is larger chains, such as Duane Reade and Rite Aid that fail to
iranslatfs:. Even if the big chains have the ability to provide the service (some have telephone
tfranslation networks or bilingual staff), they often do not advertise it fo their customers.

A Bilingual Calt

While raany of the de}ails must still be worked out, immigrant and health care advocates said they
are keeping both business and heaith interests in mind. The idea is to save people's lives, or at the
very least prevent confusion and sickness.

Ccﬂyinced ghe hecame ili after incorrectly taking medication with a tabet she couidn’t understand,
Martinez said she cannot, nor can she give her son, medication with an easy mind.

If pharmacies cannot provide_bilingual or {rilingual employees, they should at least provide labels in
other languages, Martinez said. That way, she added, she and thousands of other New Yorkers can
take their medication with confidence.

Maia Szalavilz is author, with Dr. Joseph Volpicelli, of "Recovery Options: The Complele Guide:
qu You and Your Loved Ones Can Understand and Treat Alcoho! and Qther Drug Problems.” She
writes freguently on health, science and public. policy for the New York Times, New York Magazine,
the Village Voice, and other publications. ‘



February 7, 2008
Big Battle Brewing Over City, State Education Cuts.

A reader with labor ties called in fo report a strategy mesting underway right now at the SEIU/32BJ HQ
on Sixth Avenue at which an unusually broad coalition of labor leaders and elected officials - both

legisiators and Council members - are plotiing a major fight against the city and state education funding
cuts,

The meeting is being hosted by AQE, EdPAC, ACORN and UFT, and the attendance list reads like a
who's-who of Democratic politics. There are approximately 180 people present, inciuding 43 state
Jawmakers who showed up in person and didn't merely send a staffer to take notes,

Also on hand are: WFP Executive Director Dan Cantor, UFT President Randi Weingarien, Emie Logan
of the principals union, 32BJ President Mike Fishman, UNITE-HERE Executive Vice President Peter
Ward, CLC Execulive Director Ed Oft, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and Manhattan Borough

President Scott Stringer.
Just to name a few.

The immediate focus, according {0 my source, is Mayor Bloomberg's surprise mid-yvear budget cut of
1.75 percent ($180 million), since it's afready underway and has led to the demise of test preparation
classes and after-school programs.
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Eg ¢ advocate ra ils against excessive testing at local Ega schools

- "By Wichele De Meglio

‘Public Advocate Betsy
Gotbaum is renewing, her-
Hght against the city
Department of
Education’s emphasis on
standardized tfesting and
winning the support cm
frustrated parents.

Calling public schools
test-prep factories,”
Gotbaum said, “Parents
and educators are for

13

standards but they are
against excessive testing
at the expense of educa-
tion programs like -art,

- history and geography.”

Brooklyn parents also
asserted ~that  public
schools are spending. so

much time “eaching for

the test™ that they’re
unable to focus on other
subjects like art and

music.

“There’s a place for

testing.. Unfortunately, it
seems that that is now

becoming the only way of

evaluating . siudents,’
explained-  Christopher
Spinelli, president of

District 22°s Community

Education Council
(CEQ).

“We just went through
the ELAs  [English

Language Aris exams)

this week and now most

schools are going to shut

down English Language

Arts and ramp up math,”

Spinelli continued.

" “That’s not a way fo

tearn.”

Gotbaum Wmm taken
issue with the number of
tests students take a year.
In some grades, 12 tests
are taken each year, the
majority of which are

" teachers to

periodic mmmommgwmw
exams the DOE adminis-
ters to see if students are

mastering the curricuium.

A spokesperson for the
DOE said the assessment
exams, which are given
five times a year in read-

ing and math, allow
teachers = to ~determine
which topics students

require more work in and
how to tailor instruction
to suitf their needs.

“The results of these
periodic .assessments
within a few days of giv-
ing them are online for
look .at,”
Andrew Jacob explained.
“You can do that sort of
analysis that would take a

long, long time to do by

hand on your own.”

Assessment exams do
not play a role in stu-
dents’ grades but are fac-
tored into schools’ annual
report  cards, called
progress reporis.

Jacob said there is no
department pelicy pre-
venting schools {rom
“teaching for the test” by
focusing on test prepara-
tion, but noted that
schools Chancellor Joel
Klein has discouraged the

Photo by Bob Hacken

Public >a<0nm$ Betsy
Oomumcg

practice. )

“] think everyone

would agree that’s not
engaging instruction for
the students,” Jacob said.
“The ELA test is a read-
ing “test. No amount of
learning how to bubble in
bubble: sheets is going to
help’ a student pass who
can’t read.”

“The best preparation
for the tesis is engagitg
and effective teaching,”
he continued. “If students
mastered all the skills that
are going fo be on the
test, they’re going to do
well on the test.’



State Raises Consequences For Failing Schools

BY Staff Reporter of the Sun
February 7, 2008
URL: http:/fwww.nysun.com/article/70931

New York State is raising the consequences for schools placed on its failure list, ordering that some be
shut down rather than sit on the list,

The failure designation is part of the state's compliance with the federai No Child Left Behind law and
is determined by schools’ showings on state standardized tests.

In the past, schools placed on the list have faced 2 sliding scale of consequences that grow the longer
they spend on it. Werking on their own, districts have closed 60 failing schools since the list was first
used in 1998.

This year, working with the districts, the state is shutting down some newly designated failing schools
as well as some that were already on the list.

Five New York City schools already on the list are being phased out, and four that would have been
placed on it this year are being closed instead.

Six schools, most of them middie schools, are the city's new additions to the state’s failing list. But the
closures mean that this year's list is the shortest it has ever been for the city - with 32 failing schools,
down from 5% in the 2002—2003 school year.

The president of the teachers union, Randi Weingarten, criticized the new measures, saying, "We
believe that closing schools should be the last resort, not a first step.”

The city's public advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, said schools should be given a chance to make
improvements before they are shut down.

A Department of Education spokesman, Andrew Jacob, said the small size of New York City's list
demonstrates progress.



By ELIZABETH GREEN
Staff Reporter of the Sun

Saying Mayor Bloomberg's bud-

get proposal would unfairly harm’

schools, union leaders, advocates,
elected officials, and principals
are concocting alternative strate-
gies for weathering the bad econo-
my. . ‘ ]
Some of the ideas that have been
percolating were pitched at a row-
dy meeting last night in Manhat-
tan attended by about 150 people.
The principals union president,
Ernest Logan, and the teachers
union president, Randi Weingar-
ten, were ainong those dentand-
ing mote belt-tightening at the
central Department of Education,
people who attended the meetmg
said.

The meetmg was closed fo re-
porters. .

The department’s bureaucracy
is'one area of concern among the
critics. A report compiled by the
City Council shows the number of
people empiayed at central ad-
ministration is rising, gromng to
2,337 full-time employees in the

latest available figures, for No-
vember 2007, from 2,148 in July
2007, .

A department called the Ofﬁce
of Accountability is an area of pa¥-
ticular concern, An e-mail mes-
sage dated January 9 announced
13 new hires af the office."

- A copy of the message mailed to

Thie New York Sun that hid its

sender’s identity included ahand-
written note: “We thought there

was a hiring freeze.”

After obtaining the message, the
city’s public advoeate, Betsy Got-
baum, mentioned the memo at
the meeting last night, a source

‘who attended said.

A Department of Educatmn
spokesman, Andrew Jacob said
none of the new hires on the c1ty
payroll are newly created posi-
tmns, but’ mereiy filling - vacan-

-cies.

Advocatesand union 1eaders are
also examining a nwmber of niul-
timillion~doHar no-bid contraets
the Department of Education
holds with outside companies. -

One five-year contract, for $80
million, is with the educational
publishing company CTR
McGraw Hill, which agreed to
write new diagnostic tests cailed
periodic assessments for grades 3

through 12,

The contract is costing the de-
partment $30 million this year,
Mr. Jacob said.

The contract is getting atten-
tion becaunse high school princi-
pals haven’t yet received a single
assessment.

Speaking anonymously becduse
they said they feared they would
lose their jobs, several high school
sources said they have been ask-

- ing for the assessments every

week for months.
Mr. Jacob said the dssessments

. were initially scheduled to be yre-

leased this month, and a Power
Point presentation written-in

July of last year says the same

thing.

But principals in the next few
days wiil be told that the assess-
ments will not bé released until
after February, and that only two
will be given rathetr than three.
Mr. Jacob said the change is are~
sult of conversations with educa-
tors, who told the department
February was not a good time to

" give a diagnostic test.

He said the department will
save money from the change, but
he could not say how much.

“We only pay for the assess-
ments we actually administer,”
Mr. Jacob said,

A change in the number of as-
sessments given in lower grades,
to four from five, was listed as a
budget savings of $1 million in
Mr. Bloomberg’s budget, No
changes in high school assess-
ments were listed as a savings,

FER G, 2005



NYC Public School Parents

Independent voices of New York City public school parents

Wednesday, February 13, 2008 ~

Public Advocate's Office Requests Data on Unannounced Scanning Program from DOE

A letter from Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum dated February 8, 2008 has been sent to
Chancellor Klein expressing disapproval of the DOE's unannounced ("random")}
scanning program and requesting detailed information on the program's costs, impact
on school attendance, and safety enhancement results. Ms. Gotbaum's letter argues
that: "This program was implemented without any meaningful public discussion and
continues despite growing public concern over the disruption it causes. The DOE
has provided litile evidence of the program's ¢ffectiveness, and there is reason to
believe it has done more harm than good."

Ms. Gotbaum's letter continues by noting that "...rather than deterring students from
carrying weapons, unannounced scanning actually deters blameless students from
attending school...." She further states that parents who disagree or have complained about the scanning
program "have been denied a meaningful opportunity to provide their input,” and later adds that excessive
absences on the days schools are subjected to unannounced scanning are "hardly an acceptable consequernce of
a program that purports to promote a school environment that is conducive to teaching and learning."

The Public Advocate's requests for information from the DOE are specific and comprehensive, including:

".. 4 complete list of every school that has been subject to this program since it began;

- The dates that scanning took place at each school;

- A complete breakdown of confiscated and/or cataloged items from the inception of the program to the
present including...weapons and other dangerous items...as well as cell phones, ipods, and other electronic
devices;

- The attendance rate at each school on the day(s) the unannounced scanning took place;

. The attendance rates at each school the day before and the day after the scanning day(s);

-- The average attendance rate at each school where unannounced scanning took place;

—- A cost breakdown of the unannounced scanning program including...the number and cost of portable
scanners; their maintenance costs; the personnel costs directly associated with scanning; the personnel costs
associated with administration of the program and with other personnel who attempt to prevent children
from leaving school grounds or hiding their belongings; and the cost of record-keeping, reporting, and
program administration."”

Ms. Gothaum's letter is a direct consequence of a posting on the NYC Public School Parents biog concerning
the effect of random scanning at John Bowne High School on January 10 of this year. That posting, n turn,
came about due to the past reporting of public school parents from Forest Hills, John Bowne, and Benjamin
Cardozo high schools at the nyceducationnews Yahoo group

(wvw.groups. yahoo.com/group/nyceducationnews). Many thanks to each of these parents for their timely news
postings that enabled us to accumulate concrete information about the negative attendance effects of this DOE
program. Thanks as well, of course, to Ms. Gotbaum and to Tomas Hunt in the Public Advocate's Office. We
will hopefully have more to report in the coming weeks.

Posted by Steve Koss



Bible Belt N.Y.C.? 2= ek

By The New York Times City Room Blog
What we've looking at on the Web today...

For last-minute valentines, an illustrated guide to Brooklyn's most and least romantic
spots. [Brooklyn Skeptic]

Resolved: greenstreets, with their neckdowns and bulbouts, are good for the city.
[Streetsblog]

A flea market site in Palmyra, N.I., sits on top of a former firing range that might still
contain live ammunition. So don't pull the pin out of that old grenade. [Antique Trader
Blog]

The "jail with retail” that might have been at the Brooklyn House of Detention. [Curbed]

Making the rounds today, Charles E. Schumer, who is a Democratic superdelegate and
still supports his fellow New York senator, Hiltary Rodbam Clinton, predicts Democrats
will come together in the end. Watch the video. [The Caucus, The Politicker]

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum is demanding that the Department of Education
turn over detailed data about the unannounced searches at schools that lead to
seizure of cellphones, iPods and the like. [NYC Public School Parents]

Bameys New York is rumored to be in the process of signing a lease for a downtown
outpost in a building on West 13th Street between Ninth Avenue and Washington Street.
Racked]

Nobody can move into the multi-story addition to the Circle in the Square Theater until
the terraces are sawed down to 22 inches. [Curbed]

The city is more religious than the Bible Belt, according to an analysis by the Queens
College sociologist Andrew A. Beveridge. [Gotham Gazette]

A new home for Pies "N Thighs? [Gothamist]

A computer model showing the relationships between development in Lower Manhattan
and urban renewal, subways lines, commercial zones and more. [Flowing Data]



New York City Mews and Policy

A Battle Brews Over Who Controls the Schools >
by Gail Robinson

18 Feb 2008

Kelly J. Brownlee/Gotham Gazelte

it is a tale of two systems.

In one, students in orderly classes eagerly team language
arts and math as feachers, equipped with the latest data,
tailor the work to the children's needs. Teens flock fo
nurwing small schools that capture their interests,
enabling them to earn a Regents diploma in four years as
delighted parents hail the achievements of a system that
finally puts children first.

In the other, arrogant Ivy League-educated lawyers ignore
parents bewiidered by constant bureaucralic reshuffling,
convoluted admissions procedures for middle schools and
draconian discipline. Students spend hours preparing for
standardized tests, unable to experience art, music,
physical education or the joy of real learning.

Which of these describes New York City public schools? it
depends on who you ask. Six years after Mayor Michael
Bloomberg successfully persuaded the New York State
Legislature to give him control of the natlion's largest
public school system, New Yorkers remain sharply split
over the success or failure of that experfment.

Those divisions, centering around who can best make
decisions about the education of 1.1 miliion studenis, wiil
come to the fore in the coming year as the State
Legistature prepares to decide whether to end mayeral
control, modify it or keep i in its current form. Sixteen
months before the law creating this system of school
governance is set fo expire, hearings already are {aking
place, reports are being weitten and positions taken. In
short, lines are already being drawn.

Studying the Options

A number of efforts to influence the debate on school
governance already are underway.

At the urging of the Assembly leadership, Public Advocate
Betsy Gotbaum has established a Commission on School
Governance that commissioned a number of papers
(available on its Web site) and has been meeting with
stakeholders and experts since November. "We cast a
very wide net,” said Joe Viteritti, executive director of the
commission and a professor of public policy at Hunter.
"t's been very illuminating.” The group hopes to issue a
report with recommendations.

in a preview of the kind of dissension that could run

‘through this debate, four members of Gotbaum’s group

resigned last year reportedly because of staternents by
Gotbaum criticizing mayoral contral,

The City Council has a working group that has been
mesting privately with key players and experts and will
hold a full day of public hearings on March 3, The group
expects to prepare a report that could form the basis for
specific recommendations by the City Council fo the
legistature.

The United Federation of Teachers has conducted public
forums on governance in each of the boroughs, (The
remaining one, in Queens, will take place Feb 28.) 1, too,
has formed & task force that hopes to formulate
recommendations.



GLOBAL PENSIONS

NY pension funds demand transparency
by Keren Holland 20 February 2008

US - New York’s pension funds have called on 10 of America’s Ea;rgest companies to
reveal their political contributions.

New York City comptroller William C. Thompson, Jr., filed the resolutions on behalf of
the New York City Employees Retirement System (NYCERS), the Teacher’s Retirement
System for the City of New York (TRS), the New York City Police Pension Fund, the
New York City Fire Department Fund and the New York City Board of Education
Retirement System (BERS).

He said: “Shareholders need full and complete disclosure of companies’ political
expenditures to fully evaluate the political uses of the corporate assets.

“The pension funds believe that companies must ensure transparency and accountability
in any contributions to political activities.”

Companies urged to make the disclosure were Halliburton Corporation of Houston; Duke
Energy of Charlotte; Charles Schwab Corporation of San Francisco; DTE Energy of
Detroit; Wal-Mart Stores of Bentonville; United Technologies Corporation of Hartford;
Devon Energy of Oklahoma City; Computer Sciences Corporation of El Segundo;
Entergy Corporation of New Orleans; and, Union Pacific of Omaha.

United Technologies Corporation has already agreed to adopt the proposal to prepare a
report that includes the accounting of the company’s funds used for political
contributions; the identification of the person who made the political contributions; and a
copy of the company’s internal guidelines governing political contributions.

Under the proposal, the report must then be presented to the audit committee of its board
of directors and posted on the company’s website.

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, who is a trustee of NYCERS, said: "Companies that are
willing to be held accountable for their political expenditures make for better long term
mvestments.

“By pushing companies to disclose their policies for political contributions, the New
York City pension funds are contributing to a more transparent political process. I am
proud that the pension funds are once again leading the way in shareholder activism."



Schools construction project nixes use of artificial turf made from ground tires

BY ADAM LISBERG
DAILY NEWS CITY HALL BUREAU

Thursday, February 21st 2008, 4:00 AM

A controversial type of artificial turf made of pulverized fires will no longer ba used in a $26 mitlion city schoal playground construction project because of
concerns about possible health hazards.,

The Trust for Pusiic Land has used "crumb rubber infill” turf at 18 city playgrounds, but will switch to a different turf at the next seven it builds. .

“We're moving away from the crumb rubber,” the group's Troy Farmer told the Daily News. "There's really no firm evidence that there's anything to be frightened
of, but as long as people are concerned, befter safe than sorry.”

The move puts new pressure on the Parks Department, which insists the turf s safe despite growing concern from parents and health advocates that the true
risks are unknawn. A bill in Albany would put a six-month mozatorium on ds use.

Crumb rubber infill ki uses tiny bits of recycled tires to cushion the spaces between blades of green artificial grass, with tens of thousands of pounds being used
in an average fleld.

"There are millions of these [tiny bits]," said critic Geoffrey Croft of NYC Park Advocates. “They are flying up in people's faces. People are eating them. They wind
up in the wash."

The tires contaln heavy metals like lead and cadmium as well as volatile organic compounds and other chemicals, but there is no consensus about whether they
are unsafe.

The city Health Depariment coniends that "heaith risks are unfikely from exposure to the fevels of chemicals found in the turf,” but is spensoring a review of
scientific studies about it. The $100,000 repor, paid for by the New York Community Trust, is expected to be reteased in the spring.

Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe has repeatediy said the department has no plans to stop using crumb subber infill turf, citing the Health Department's
position.

Public Advocate Betsy Gathaum, who unsuccessfully pushed Benepe tast year for a scientific analysis of the groundup tires, said the city needs to change
course. . . :

"Even as evidence began to suggest that artificial turf may pose health risks, the Parks Department conlined 1o make plans to instali dozens more artificial turf
fields,” Gotbaum sald. "The city has a responsibility to protect children from harm.”

At Thoimas Jeferson Park in East Harlem Wednaesday, a group of 13-year-olds playing foothall said they had no idea they were {ackiing each other on groundup
tires, .

“That makes me notwant to piay here anymoare,” said Michae| Valentis.
Not everyone was as concemed at Brooklyn's Ca&;‘nan flaza, though, where several parents said the turf was better than the ripped-up grass i replaced.

"I have no problem with my kids playing here,” said Andrew Cribb, 50, who was playing soccer with 13-year-oid Esme and 8-year-old Vivian. "If's a great
improvement over the mud puddle it used to be.”

alisberg@nydailynews.com
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NEW QUESTIONS ABOUT
POLICING SCHOOLS

Critics say schoot security accountability is absent--just ask eighth-grader Genesis Seaton. > Helen
Zelon :

Misbehaving students in New York City's public schools may very well be sent to the principal's office, or
sentenced to detention, or suspended when they earn an educator’s displeasure. But they also seem to end up
in handcuffs rather often these days — treated in a more criminal fashion by the school safety agents who can
arrest students as a police officer would adults on the street.

With each cherub in chains whose photo and story lands in the tabloids ~ and even those who don't — the
question of who is responsible for arrests made in schools becomes more pressing. The Department of
Education says the NYPD is responsible, because school safety agents are hired and trained by the city's police
force. But according to the NYPD, responsibility rests with the DOE, because school safety agents (SSAs) are
under the immediate supervision of individual school principats.

Thus SSAs reside in a kind of accountability limbo, a 4,600-strong group that seems to operate in & contrary
fashion to the transparency so vocally prized by DOE and Mayor Biocomberg. The New York Civil Liberties Union
charges that SSAs are not being held to account for their actions, because neither the NYPD nor the DOE are
required to report criminal incidents in the schools. “We know they have the data,” says NYCLU advocacy
director Udi Ofer. “But they refuse to release the raw data to the public.”

To address the situation, NYCLU has drawn up proposed legislation called The Student Safety Act, which
proposes direct lines of accountability for SSAs, with regular reporting and the provision that issues can be
brought to the Civilian Complaint Review Board, as is true for questions about NYPD behavior. Agencies with
portfolios as varied as the Correctional Association, Advocates for Children, and the Children’s Defense Fund all
support the Act. But unless and until the actis embraced by City Council — and there's no sign of that at present,
as no Council member has yet adopted the measure — the efforts of parents and advocates to learn more about
specific arrests may continue to be impeded by DOE, individual schools and the NYPD.

Take the case of Genesis Seaton, an eighth-grader at Nathan Straus Prep on the Lower East Side. On January
8, Genesis was handcuffed, arrested, and transported by van to the Seventh Precinct by school safety officers,
where she remained restrained until a kind-hearted sergeant asked that she be made more comfortable, by
cuffing only one hand to the metal chair where she sat. Unlike 5-year-old Dennis Rivera, who was handcuffed
fast month at a Queens school, Genesis' story didn’t land in the dailies. But her arrest symbolizes a critical issue
for the city’s students and families, with difficult questions for the Department of Education and the NYPD.

There's little argument over what happened: Genesis and some friends were together at school when a fire
extingUisher that had been standing on a table (an unexplained violation of OSHA rules) fell or was knocked to
the fioor. The impact caused the extinguisher to flood the room with smoke-like, fire-retardant foam and fumes;
the area was evacuated and some students received medical attention for potential inhalation injuries, including

one student with asthma who was freated on-site and three who were iaken to area hospitals, evaluated, and
reEea_sed. Genesis was handcouffed by school safety agents — at the expilicit direction of school principal Esteban
Barrientos, she maintains — bundied into a police van and transported to the local police precinct, where she
was cuffed to a chair until her parents came. Calls io Esteban Barrientos were not returned fo City Limits.

G_enesis had never been in trouble before, in school or out; she is not a disciplinary problem, a truant, or a child
with & record of behavior challenges. Her parents sought an explanation from the school. They also wanted to
know why she had been denied the medical attention offered to the other students. Appointments made in
advapce to meet with the principal were not kept; on one occasion, they, with their atforney Robert Leino, waited
45 minutes until they were turned away. No one at the school has acknowiedged the incident to Genesis or to
her parents. it is, her mother says, as if it never happened,

Att_omey Leino says the arrest potentially violates constitutional protections against unreasonable search and
seizure. “We believe that it was a wrongful arrest. It was unreasonable on the facts that occurred” - the fire
extinguisher and subsequent smokeffoam flood. “For that, she was arrested; she was cuffed and taken to the
precinct. That is unreasonable in our opinion.” Additionally, he says, Genesis was denied timely medical
aftention: “My understanding is she did have difficulty breathing. Something happened, physically.”



Il

“At some level, there must be accountability. In that kind of situation ... an employee is acting on behalf of or
under the authority of an employer, such as a school principal,” says Leino. The reticence of the DOE is “just
something they do to escape responsibility - it's a smokescreen, but they will be held accountable.” The family
is contemplating taking legal action, v

The DOE, pressed to respond, acknowledged the incident but not the arrest. in an e-mail message, DOE
spokeswoman Margie Feinberg wrote, “According to the school, in the early afternoon of January 8, a student
reportedly knocked over a fire extinguisher, filing the classroom and the entire first floor of the school with
smoke. The school was evacuated [sic] at 12:30 pm. Three other students were taken to local hospitals by EMS
where they were treated and released. A fourth student suffered an asthma attack and was treated by EMS at
the scene. The school reopened at 1:15 pm. Police, FONY and EMS responded to the scene. You will need to
check with DCP] if there were any arrests.” In a second e-mall, Feinberg further noted, “School Safety QOfficers
are the employees of NYPD and it would be improper for us to speak on their behalf.” :

DCPI, the communications arm of the NYPD, did not permit City Limits to speak with police personnel involved
in the arrest, although precinct officers did confirm Genesis' detention there. Principal Barrientos filed an
incident report with the DOE, as required. But what happened to the SSAs involved remains unknown.

This pattern is not atypical, according to Ofer of the NYCLU. And a climate where police incidents can go
unchecked poses a critical risk to city youth: Donna Lieberman, NYCLU executive director, testified before City
Council that overpolicing and overreliance on harsh discipline criminalizes siudents, pushing them aleng the
“school to prison pipeline.”

“We're in an environment where school discipline has been taken over by the Police Department,” says Ofer.
“The system is broken and needs to be fixed.” The SSAs include more than 200 weapons-armed NYPD officers.
Even so, at the highest-risk “impact” schools, few events — only about 6 percent — qualify as criminal incidents,

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum strongly supports the regular, public reporting of school safety incidents, "With
" allthis open fransparency i government, nobody can get any real information on how many actual incidents -
take place,” she notes ironically. “We need a systematic reporting mechanism so we can get that information,
We're not getting the true and accurate information, and we should.”

Gotbaum speaks from personal experience, having been subjected to a metal detector screening and a

hands-on-the-table, electronic wanding pricr to a visit to a Bronx high school. Even after Gotbaum made her
public-official status known and the host principai expressed his concern, school safety agents persisted in
scanning her for potential weapons. “The principal was mortified,” says Gotbaum, “If this happens to me, as a
public official,” she asks, "what is it like for the children? If the school principal can’t stop the school safety
officers, where’s the accountability?”

“If the Police Department is the entity that's supervising the agents, and no police officer is in sight, who's
minding the store?”

Stiit, Gotbaum is doubtful that the Civilian Complaint Review Board can be directed to take responsibility for
school safety agents. “l don't think anybody in this atmosphere is putting more money in,” she says, referring to
the tightening economic climate. So the Student Safety Act's progress has, for the moment, stalled in City
Council. Whether that's primarily economics-driven or underpinned by political caution in an election year, the
issue remains controversial. Elected officials approached for comment, including L.S. Rep, Nydia Velazquez
and Mayor Bloomberg, declined to speak with City Limits on the subject. DOE officials said that commenting on
the Student Safety Act would be premature, as they have not seen the act and thus have nof reviewed it.

Councilman Rebert Jackson, who chairs the Education Committee, points to "a lack of clarity” in the lines of
responsibifity and accountability. “Iin today's world, a child can be arrested for assault, when in another time, that
child would be sent to the dean's office, the parents would be called, and the child would be suspended.”

An institutional lack of eandor is also troubling, says Jackson: “l don’t think we hear about many incidents that
ocour.”

“There needs to be absolute clarity and transparency, and there needs to be an objective appeals proces's
independent of the NYPD,” he said.

- Helen Zelon



LUNES 25 de febrero de 2008

fgor Gonzalez
u;o: c}omlaez@haynyucom

accesodefamilizsdeba-
jos recursos a beneficios
ocidles, podria ser mas
faeil, de prosperar un proyecto
de ley que permitiria que tra-
bajadores de organizaciones

- comunitarias ingresen a ofick

nas municipales a representar
alas familiasquelo necesiten.

La propuesta de ley la-
mada 'Ready Access to As-
sistance’, (REAACT) facilita-
ria el acceso no solo a los
servicios y beneficios del sis-
tema social, sino gue ademas,
asistiria a personas con im-
pedimentos fisicos o con es-
caso conocimiento del inglés.

El anuncio fue dado a co-
nocer aver por la Defensora
Piiblica, Betsy Gotbaum,
grupos  comunitarios vy
miembros del Centro de Es-
trategias Brennan, quienes,
ademés, publicaron un-infor-
me Ilamado “Mejorando el
Sistema de Beneficios Pabli-

3 Unidos. La Defensora Publica Betsy Gotbaum, ayer en las escalinatas de [a
Alcaldia.ifate: igor Gonzélez)

cos de Nueva York”

“Esta propuesta es de sen-
tido comim. A los trabaja-
dores o voluntarios comuni-
tarios se les deberia permitir
ingresar a las oficinas mu-
nicipales para ayudar a las
personas a navegar por el
proceso burocratice”, dijo
Gotbaum.

La funcionariz explicé
que “estos trabajadores po-
drian ayudar otorgande in-

formacidn crucial, llenando
planillas y ofreciendo tra-

ducciones”.

Elconcejal Eric Gioia, co-
patrocinador del proyecto de
ley, agregod que “el objetivo de
los trabajadores comunita-

w—wv-re.«nw‘,m%

o et

rios v del gobierno deberia
ser ayudar a las personas pa-
ra que se ayuden a simismas,
permitiéndole a los neoyor-
guines obtener informacién
y asistencia cuando méas la
necesitan”.

Hasta ahora el proyecto
de ley tiene 33 co patroci-
nadores.



Markowitz Leads Democrats in ayoral Poll

BY GRACE RAUH - Staff Reporter of the Sun
February 27, 2008 o
URL: http://www.nysun.com/article/71919

Rarely mentioned as a leading
candidate for mayor in 2009,
Marty Markowitz is leading a
recent poll weighing the prospects
of potential Democratic
candidates to succeed Mayor

Bloomberg.

In a WNBC/Marist poll released

yesterday, 18% of the registered "{ am genuinely flattered," Mr.

Democrats surveyed said they Markowitz, who is considered by

would support the Brooklyn many to be Brooklyn's most vocal
president if next year's cheerleader, said yesterday. He
Democratic primary for mayor said he does not feel slighted that

were held today. Thirteen percent his name has not been floated

of voters surveyed said they ‘ more often for mayor becguse he

would support Rep. Anthony said he has not yet decided whether to run.

Weiner, 11% said they would
support City Council Speaker
Christine Quinn, 9% backed the
city compiroller, William
Thompson Jr., 9% chose the
public advocate, Betsy Gotbaum,
and 4% said they would support
Council Mermber Tony Avella.
Thirty-six percent of voters said
they were unsure whom they
would support.

As of January 15, Mr. Markowitz had raised about $901,000 for a political campaign, according to the city's
Campaign Finance Board. Mr. Thompson had raised about $4.2 million, Mr. Weiner had raised about $3.6

million, and Ms. Quinn had raised nearly $2.5 million.

Yesterday's poll also found that 66% of voters say Mr. Bloomberg is doing an excellent or good job and that
25% of voters want him to run for president in 2008. Sixty-six percent of voters surveyed said they did not want
him to run. Seventy-four percent of voters surveyed said they don't think Mr. Bloomberg can win as an

independent candidate.

The poll was conducted between February 18 and 20. The survey of 649 city voters had a margin of error of plus
or minus 4%, and the survey of 437 Democratic voters had a margin of error of plus or minus 5%.



Marty Leads the Field, Says Poll

by Brooklyn Eagle (), published online 62-28

According to the results of a

2008

citywide

Marist poll made public Tuesday

evening, Brooklyn Borough P
Marty Markowitr leads the

resident
field of

mayoral candidates. Other candidates

include Comptroller William Thi
Jr. (a former Brooklyn deputy

Qrpson
beorough

president), Congressman Anthony

Weiner, Public  Advocate

Betsy

Gotbaum and Queens Counciman
Tony Avella. The story was atso carried

in the Daily News yesterday.



Gity Wil Reward S udents Wlth Ph@nes

 Staff Reporter of the Sun ’
The city is launching a campaign
tomotivate public school students
by giving them free cell phones
and upgrading features if they do

things such as show up te class

and behave;

Cell phones afe banned fr-oiﬁ'_
“schools, and students will not be

allowed to bring to scheol the new
Samsung U740 flip phones they
would be getting,

Seven high-need middle schools -

are receiving the phones. If stu-
dents meet standards developed
by their schools, their phonés will
be upgraded with ring tones, extra
minutes, and text messaging ca-

'paclty

!28305

The program 1s bemg run by a
Harvard econom:cs professor, Ro-
land Fryer, who was named the

Department of Education’s chief

equality officer last year. Re-

‘searchers will study its effects on

student lear ning.”

The city’s public advoca’ce, Betsv
Gotbaurg, criticized the program
as a mixed message, since cell
phones are banned, and as “yet
another glmmzck to justify'exces-
sive testing”

"School officials sajd there is no
contradiction.

The program is bemg privately
financed.




NYC Pensions Makes Fiscal Move To Protect
Affordable Housing

BY KEVIN SHIN
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 28, 2008

The New York City Pension Funds agreed Thursday to abandon investments deemed to negatively
impact affordable housing, according to a press release from City Comptroller William C. Thompson,
Jr.

The move comes after affordable housing and tenant advocates accused some of the real estate
investment trusts (REITs) of buying “predatory equity,” or purchasing whole properiies or stakes in
properties occupied by low-income tenants in the hopes that they would be replaced by higher-paying
tenants.

“We must all work together to maximize protection and affordability for tenants in both existing and
future investments,” wrote Thompson, who first proposed the commitment, in the release. “With
today’s announcement we are strengthening our commitment to invest in affordable housing by -
creating an opportunity to decline investments that could negatively affect affordabiiity.”

All together, the NYC Pension Funds manages $110 billion worth of city employees’ retirement assets
in its five funds. About a $1.8 billion siice of those assets is invested with REITSs, companies that buy
and sell properties for a profit and distribute the proceeds to their investors.

Thompson's plan specifically aims to compel pension funds to avoid investing in “predatory equity.”

Opponents of the plan have argued that committing to such a prindple goes against the pension

funds’ legal duty to pursue investments that would deliver the highest returns to city employees’
retirement accounts, ’

“I'm all for affordable housing. For sure I wish my own rent was lower,” said Michael Washihgton, a
teacher at P.S. 153 and a contributor to the Teachers’ Retirement System of the City of New York.

“But I've been contributing to my pension with the expectation that they'll be able to fund my
retirement in the future,” '

City officials are confident that the new investment mandate will not hinder the funds’ ability to
maximize returns.

"Once again, the investment powers of the Funds are being put to good use in addition to maximizing
returns,” wrote Betsy Gotbaum, public advocate and trustee of the New York City Emplovees’
Retirement System, in the release. “This new real estate investment principle not only helps bring
landlords and developers to the tabie and holds them accountable, but it demonstrates the Funds’ firm
commitment to protecting affordable housing for low-income New Yorkers.,”

Y



FEBRUARY 28, 2008
‘Mixed (Text) Messages from Department of Education

Mayor Bloomberg and the City Council may not agree on the
appropriateness of cell phones in public schools, but the DoE is
now handing out cell phones to a select group of students. The
privately funded pilot program will give cell phones to students and
reward positive behavior, such as showing up to class, behaving
and doing well.

In an ironic twist, the Samsung phones will not actually be
aliowed in class, per Mayor Bloomberg's ban, calling them an
unnecessary distraction. (Parents have been battling in the couris
to allow their kids to bring their phones.} Public Advocate Betsy
Gotbaum, who supports school children's right to bear cell phones,
is unenthusiastic about the project and described it as just another
wasteful attempt to foist more standardized tests on students.

The celi phones come with 130 prepaid minutes and will aliow
students to receive text messages, reminding them of homework and upcoming tests. The Paviovian texting
experiment is overseen by Harvard economics professor Roland Frver, who was recently named the DoE’s chief
equality officer. Fryer told the Times, “You can try messaging campaigns by putting up billboards; in my
neighborhood back home it was ‘Crack is whack, school is cool.” Basically, the message was whack...We want to
reach kids where they are, and where they are is hanging out; they're texting.” .

Last year, in another interview with the Times, Fryer discussed brainstorming rewards with students and how his
idea for a special Air Jordan for good students was shot down, “It took about three seconds for one of them fo
look at me and say, ‘Ch, you mean Air Nerds?”




in grades four
through skx have a minimum
of three gym classes or 120
minutes a week. Not only are
these regulations widely ig-
nored, there is no system in
place to enforce them.

“With 43 percent of New
York City students overweight
or obese, it is unacceptable
that more resources are not
put toward their physical edu-
cation,” Public Advocate
Betsy Gothawmn said at a Jan,
31 Assembly hearing. “We
must work together to he}
I{J:t'plement better physical ac-
tivity programs in our schools
and ensure that all schools
comply with state-mandated

measures for physical educa-
tion.”

Gotbaum said the schools
play an important role in set-
ting the City’s children on the
right track.

“[Flor many children in
our sedentary culture, physi-
cal education at school may
be their only opportunity for
physical activity during the
day and their only prepara-
tion for an active Lifestyle,”
Gotbaym said. “Regular
physical activity for children
Lias significant health and
wellness benefits, and has
been associated with in-
creased academic perfor-
mance, and improving self-
esteem and mental health.”

Assemblywoman Catherine
Nolan (D-Ridgewood), who
held the hearing, agreed with
the Public Advocate.

“We know physical activity
improves academic perfor-
mance by contributing to over-
all heakth and by teaching
children valuable concepts
like teamwork and problem
solving,” Assemblywoman

Nolan said. “The
challenge is that
despite a law re-
quiring schools to
provide physical
education, many
students in New
York State do not
receive instruc-
tion, and that is a
shame.”

According to
InsideSchools.org
Director Pamela
Wheaton, a lack of
physical education
is typically linked
to limited space
on campus, caused
by overcrowding.
In Queens, re-
stricted space is
also the resule of
placing schools in
converted build-
ings.

“With so much
emphasis on aca-
demics and test
scores, I think
physical education
and the aris have
taken backseat,” Wheaton
said,

PTA president’ Laura Del
Greco said students at
Flushing’s PS 21 only get one
gym class a week.

“We're always emphasizing
more exercise,” DelGreco
said, adding she was unaware
of the state regulations.

The public advocate’s last
report on the matter, titled,
“All Work and No Play,” was
released in 2004 following a
survey of 100 public elemen-
tary schools selected at ran-
dom. The survey found that
20.6 percent of the public el-
ementary. schools surveyed

43 percent of New York City students
schools should schedule 120 minutes of phys ed a week.

lacked regular access to physi-
cal education classes, all el-
ementary schools surveyed
were if violation of the New
York State regulations requir-
ing daily physical education
for students in third grade,
79.3 percent of the schools
with students in grades four
were in vielation of New York
State regulations mandating
at least 120 minutes of physi-
cal education for those stu-
dents and only four percent
of all schools surveyed had an
athletic team.

The public advocate is cur-
rently working to update the
2004 report. Preliminary re-

P

overweight the City mandal

sults show an improvement
access to physical educatic
for third graders.

In his Jan. 9 State of t]
State address, Governor Eli
Spitzer declared his comm
ment to improved regulatin

“We will ask Comptroll
[Thomas} DiNapoli to he
enforce the State’s strong, b
widely ignored, physical ed
cation requirements by i
cluding them in his regul
school district audits,” Spitz
said. “And I have directed &
Deparunent of Health, whi
has now begun gathering das
to report to e annually ¢
our progress.”



NY pension funds
focus on housing

by Keren Holland 29 February 2008

US — New York City pension funds have
committed to affordable housing by adopting
real estate investment principles which aliow
New York them 1o ‘opt-out’ of investing in individual
properties that could adversely affect tenants and affordability.

The principles will also see pension funds engaging building
management to ensure fair treatment of tenants, especially in instances
when ownership changes.

In addition, they will encourage new affordable housing opportunities to
be presented to the pension funds in response to their open RFP for
Economically Targeted Investment (ETI) programs, which protect and
preserve the effordability of buildings.

ETI objectives are to provide the funds a market rate of return that is
commensurate with the risk assumed, to fill capital gaps in New York
City, and to provide specific quantitative or qualitative benefits to New
York City and, in particular, its low-, mederate- and middle-income
communities and populations.

‘Fhe pension funds, which have assets totaling more than US$110bn,
with $1.8bn invested in commercial and residential real estate, have
£105m (over 15,000 units) invested in residential properiies in New
York. They also have $575.9 million invested in ETIs.

New York City comptrolier William C. Thompson said the pension
funds had been able to combine their cornmitments to producing strong
returns on their investments for New York City retirees, and protecting
and creating affordable housing for New Yorkers.

“It is the fiduciary duty of the pension funds to pursue investments that
deliver appropriate risk-adjusted returns.

“Tq date, the pension funds have successfully accomplished both
objectives and will endeavor to work with others to increase the city's
afferdable housing stock.”

The New York City pension funds are the New York City Employees'
Retirement System (NYCERS), Teachers' Retirement System of the City
of New York (TRS), New York City-Police Pension Fund, New York
City Fire Department Pension Fund and the New York City Board of
Education Retirement System (BERS).

Betsy Gotbaum, public advocate and MY CERS trustee, seid: “Once
again, the investment powers of the funds are being put to good use in
addition to maximising returns.

“This new real estate investment principle not only helps bring landlords
and developers to the table and hoids them accountable, but it
Gemonstrates the fands’ firm commitment to protecting affordable
haousing for low-income New Yorkers.”



Groups Urge a Moratorium

On City

By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS

Several environmental and civ-
ic groups are calling for a morato-
rium on the use of artificial turf in
new sports fields in the city, and
question the seriousness with
which the Bloomberg administra-
tion is investigating the turf’s po-
tential hazards.

In a letter to the city’s parks
apd health commissioners, dated
Thursday, the groups say the in-
stallation of such fields should be
suspended pending the results of
a review of health risks being
conducted by the health depart-
ment.

“The city has a responsibility
{o protect children, and a vesied
interest in protecting the envi-
romment,” the letter states. “VYet
even as evidence suggested that
artificial turf may pose healh
risks and the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene initi-
ated s review, the Parks De-
partment continued to make
plans to install dozens more arti-
ficial-turf fields. The Parks De-
partment has shown little inter-
est in studying artificial turf’s ef-
fects on health and the environ-
ment.”

The letter adds, “This brings
inte question the agencies’ com-
mitment to conducting a thor-
ough health and safety review of
artificial turf.”

The call for a moratorium is
part of a growing concern among
parents, public health officials
and environmentalists about syn-
thetic-turf fields. Thousands of
the fields have been installed na-
tionwide in recent years, includ-
ing 77 in the city during the past
decade. Twenty-three more are
planned.

21291068

The letter was signed by Betsy
Gotbaum, the public advocate,
who is a former city parks com-
missioner; Christian DiPalermo,
the executive director of New
Yorkers for Parks; and members
of the Natural Resources Defense
Council and New York Lawyers
for the Public Interest.

Adrian Benepe, the parks com-
missioner, is an advocate for turf
fields., He has sald the surface is
safe and cheaper and more dura-
ble than grass.

“With obesity and related ill-
nesses on the rise, creating op-
portunities for physical activity
has never been more important,
and we have built and maintain

more than 800 athletic fields to
support recreation in New York

" City,” Mr. Benepe said in a state-

ment. “Most fields are natural
turf, bt in building more sports
fields, Parks explores all appro-
priate technologies, including
synthetic-turf fields, which can
support yearround play and are
cost-effective and ‘green, as they
do not requiring weekly mowing,
watering with potable water, ap-
plying chernical herbicides and
fertilizers, seeding, polluting ma-
chinery or time-intensive mainte-
nance tasks.” .

Tuncer B. Edil, an engineering

professor at the University of -

Wisconsin, Madison, and a re-
searcher for FieldTurf, a compa-
ny that has built many of the
city’s turf fields, also said the ma-
terial poses no hazards.

“Extensive and thorough sci-
entific reviews in the United
States and Europe have contin-
ually reached this same conciu-
sion,” he said in a statement cn
Thursday.

Use of Artificial Turf

Critics, however, have said that
synthetic turf, particutarly crumb
rubber fields made from reéycled
tires, may pose risks to athletes
because of the presence of poly-
cyclie aromatic hydrocarbons,
which may be carcinogenic.

It remains unclear, however,
how easily the hydrocarbons can
he absorbed by the human body.

In recent months, several or-
ganizations and municipalities
that have installed artificial turf
have had second thoughts.

Earlier this month, the Trust
for Public Land announced that it
would no longer use crumb rub-
ber infil} for the fields it builds at
school playgrounds in the city.
And Newark city government de-
clared one of its synthetic turf
fields to be a “public health haz-
ard” after researchers found that
dust there had levels of lead more
than triple the federal standard
for indoor spaces. The field was
closed several weeks ago.

The city’s Jhealth departinent
has been researching turf fields
for several months. The depart-
ment’s Web site says its study
will not involve scientific analy-
ses of turf fields, but will instead
review “current scientific re-
search on crumb rubber prod-
ucts,” and identify gaps in “what
is known about potential health
effects.”

Although it has not yet com-
pleted its review, the agency has
determined that “health risks are
uniikely from exposure to the lev-
els of chernicals found in artificial
turf,” according to its Web site.

In the past, the Parks Depart-
ment has cited a 2003 study at

University of Alberta that con-
cluded that crumb rubber fields
had =z low potential for causing
health problems, but the agency
did not disclose that the study
had been financed by the Tire Re-
cycling Management Agency of
Alberta.
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