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City Agrees to Slow Down

New York Nonprofit Press
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Senior Services Restructuring

" The Bloomberg administration has agreed
to a series of changes in its plan to restructure
the delivery of senidr services, including de-
lays in the issuance of Requests for Proposals
(REPs) for both senior centers and home de-
livered meal contracts. The announcement was
made jointly by City Council Speaker Christine
C. Quinn, Deputy Mayor for Health and Human
Services Linda I. Gibbs and Departiment for the
Aging Commissioner Edwin Mendez-Santiago
and alarge coalition of human service umbrella
groups that represent senior service providers at
a press conference on April 9th.

The Senior Center Request for Proposais
(REP) will now be released in September 2008
- approximately three months later than origi-
nally scheduled -- to allow for continued discus-
sion and collaboration. The City has also agreed
to phase in on a smaller scale the ambitious se-
nior center model, including a full array of ser-
vices and activities to appeal to a more diverse
senior population, within a limited number of
cenfers. All other centers will have enhanced
health and wellness programs and will retain
meal services as a core requirerment.

The Home Delivered Meals RFP was de-
layed to May ! to allow awards to be made be-

fore the Sendor Center RFP is released, allowing:

providers more time between reforms.
Providers and advocates had questioned
the speed with which DFTA was attempting o
implement significant changes in senior services
delivery system. Last month, Quinn had called
for a six month delay i issuing the new RFPs.

Simifar calls for caution had“come from other

elected officials, including Comptroller William
C. Thompson, Jr, Public Advocate Betsy Got-
baum and State Senate Minority Leader Mal-
Colm Smith: Hearings on “Ensuring that Seniors
Retain Access to Essential Supports During the
Aging Services Modernization Initiative in New
York City” had also been scheduled for Friday
April [8th by several Committees of the New
York State Assembly.

*] am pieased that the Department for the
Aging has agreed to change the schedule of
their RFP process,” said Speaker Quinn. “While
cerfain details of the proposal stili need to be
fleshed out, ['believe today’s announcement is
truly a significant step in the right direction.
This phased reform process recognizes the im-
portance of community-based providers and

New York City’s senior community. We look

forward to working with DFTA, service provid-
ers and stakeholders to ensure that changes are
implemented in such a way that no one loses
services they depend on.”

“This agreement marks the right step, at the
right time, with the right suppott to make these
enhancements a success,” Deputy Mayor Gibbs.
“Over the course of the past year and a half we
have spoken to seniors, consulted our commu-
nity partners, and conferred with our colleagues
in the City Council to develop the most compre-
hensive vision and plan for the modernization of
aging services.”

“The Department for the Aging is commit-
fed to an ongoing and engaging dialogue that
incorporates all facets of New York City’s aging

network, including seniors, community part-
ners and elected officials,” said Commissioner
Mendez-Santiago.

“There are hundreds of outstanding com-
munity based service providers who run pro-
grams for our City’s older adults, said Nancy
Wackstein, Chair of the Human Services Cloun-
¢il of New York City and Executive Director
of United Neighborhood Houses. “Many have
created culturally diverse and innovative ser-
vices such as exercise and nutrition programs,
geriatric mental health services, caregiver sup-
port, and arts and continuing education that
promote lifelong learning. These provide a
strong model to build on and we Jook forward
to partnering with the City to expand these
quality services. We urge that the Mayor and
the City Council ensure sufficient funding is in
place to support these priorities.”

The City also announced that a techni-
cal assistance program will be provided to
prepare all organizations for the upcoming
RFP process, supplemented by individualized
support for small groups in need of additional
proposal development assistance. A proposal
is being submitted to the United Way of New
York City and the New York Community Trust
to develop a program that will support provid-
ers during the RFP and transition process,

“We are happy (o partner with the City
in this ongoing dialogue about how to ensure
providers of ail sizes are equipped to respond
to the City's REP and smeet the needs of our
growing senior populagon” said Gordon 1.
Campbell, President & CEO. Uinited Waw af




Council OKs Harlem rezoning plan; cops called to clear
opponents |

BY KATE RUDISH AND FRANK LOMBARDI
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITERS

Thursday, May 1st 2008, 4:00 AM

The City Council voted Wednesday 470 2 to rezone Harlem's 125th St. - but not before raucous opponents forced
the packed spectator's gallery to be cleared.

The shouts and boos from dozens of speclators in the balcony began during remarks by Harlem Gouncilwoman Inez
Dickens, who had forged an alliance with the Bloomberg administration over the rezoning plan.

The rezoning is intended to pave the way for redeveloping Harlem's "Main Sfreet" into a residential, commercial and
retail corridor - with an emphasis on expanding and preserving its home-grown entertainment and cultural
attractions.

Protester Sikhulu Shange, 66, owner of The Record Shack on 125th St. and chairman of The Coalition to Save
Harlem, said the rezoning was "robbing” Harlem.

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and Council Speaker Christine Quinn warned that the balcony would be cleared
unless the racket stopped. When it continued, pofice and Council security were called in.

Councilman Charles Barron (D-Brooklyn), who later voted against the reionEng, joined the protesters, calling the
rezoning “a river-to-river sellout.”

After the session ended, Dickens was seen being escorted out of City Hall through a rear door as a precaution.



" Schools Are Out Of Touch

By Juliet Werner Mﬂﬁ?‘% \ i 2008

in the old days, parents mostly relied on crumpled-up flyers deep in their
children's backpacks for essential schoolrelated information. But then, in
2003, the Depariment of Education created a new position: Parert
Coordinator.

Parent coordinators were expected to hold méetings, organize open school
nights and serve as the primary contact person for families.

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum first surveyed the DOE's parent
coordinators five years ago and last month released, “Is Anybody Listening?
A Follow-Up Survey of New York City Department of Education Parent
Coordinators.” According to the survey, parent coordinators have become
more difficult o reach and even less fikely to refurn phone calis.

“The fact that the parent coordinator position - five years after the
Department of Education created it and my office first surveyed it —is
increasingly ineffective is just mind boggling,” Gotbaum said. “Despite
several reports from my office that found that many parent coordinators are
basically unreachable, the DOE has done nothing to improve the
responsiveness of parent coordinators.”

The Public Advocate's office surveyed 100 parent coordinators in al and did
not reveal the purpose of their call. Queens fared better than other
boroughs. Although 17 out of 20 (85 percert) of Queens parent coordinators
surveyed were unreachable after 5 p.m., of the 14 messages ieff, 12 were
returned. Some calls did not go to voicemail and In some cases voicemaif
boxes were fuil.

“There are some very involved {parent coordinators] and then there’s the
opposite, but for the most part { think they really fry and do their best,”
Comrmunity Fducation Council 24 Administrative Assistant Patricia Safina
said. “Most go above and beyond.”

Parent coordinators make approximately $38,000 a year. They also receive
a cell phone and $500 to cover expenses. There are roughly 1,200 parent
coordinators citywide,



Residents Want School Boards Back

By Ben Hogwood psy 1, 7008

No communication, no leadership and absolutely no improvement.

This is what members of Community Education Council District 24, as well
as area parents and local education officials, had to say Tuesday about the
current mayoral form of control over public schools.

Nick Comaianni, President of CEC 24, said the schools may have had some
issues under school boards — the previous form of control - but it was
nothing compared to the current system.

“Though the school boards aren't perfect, | would take them any day over
mayoral control,” he said.

The comments came at the request of Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, who
at the urging of the State Legislature established a Commission on School
Governance to study the effectiveness of the mayoral confrol system. The
Legislature will decide next year whether to confinue, modify, or do away
with the mayoral control system, which Mayor Michael Bioomberg acquired
in 2002. Gotbaum’s commission is cempiling input from a wide swath of the
populace and will make recommendations to the Stafe.

“We're trying to be extremely objective,” she told an audience of around 35
in PS 45 in Middle Village, adding that opinions had varied, though they
often differed depending on whom she spoke with.

While many parents have blasted the system, officials ~ including City
Department of Education Chancellor Joel Kiein and Deputy Mayor Dennis
Walcott — have praised it, she said. B

There was no praise coming from attendees at this meeting. Comaianni said
a major problem now is that local boards and superintendents have no
control and no one in the Department of Education will listen and respond to
guestions and concerns. .

When the Department of Education does respond to questions, the answers
are never straightforward, he said.

“The Department of Education has lied to me 99 percent of the time,” he
said. “I've come to the point where | really can't trust what they say.”

Education Council Member Peter Vercessi said it took the depariment two
years to respond to questions regarding how to test and place gifted
students. Comaianni added under the former system, it would have only
taken a matter of weeks fo get a response.

Audience member Bob Cermelli said the mayoral system was supposed to
encourage a more democratic approach to contralling the schools. Instead,
the opposite has happened.

And Marge Kolb, & former CEC member and a parent, said "mayoral control”
was a misnomer. “We have mayoral autocracy,” she said. “We're trusting the
school system to take care of our kids and it's not working.”

She said the chancelior is not an educator but a lawyer, and in fess than
seven years there has been four different chancellors, scuttling continuity.

Giving an example of the lack of local control, Comatanni said the mayor
had banned students having cell phones in schools despite districts voting in
favor of them.



May 1, 2008

Council Approves Rezoning of 125th Street, Over Loud Protests
of Some Spectators

By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS

The boos and cries of “sellout” and “liar” came so loudly and persistently that the entire audience was
removed. But in the end, the City Council overwhelmingly approved a plan on Wednesday to rezone 125th
Street in Harlem.

The Council approval augurs the most significant change to the avenue in nearly half a century, one that
supporters say will bring new businesses and housing, and that opponents say will forever alter Harlem'’s
character for the worse by ushering in a new wave of gentrification.

“When I came into office, we promised to stimulate economic growth and strengthen neighborhoods across
the city, and our plan for the area around Harlem’s famed 125th Street is the latest example of how were
doing it,” Mayor Michael R, Bloomberg said in a statement. “Not only does the plan lay the foundation for
economic growth on Harlem’s Main Street, but also it preserves its noted brownstones and reinforces its arts
and culture heritage.”

The 47-to-2 vote came after months of political and legal squabbling that has divided Harlem among those
who believe the rezoning will lead to an improvement in the quality of stores and the availability of services in
the neighborhood, and those who believe the changes will turn 125th Street into a-generic Manhattan
thoroughfare lined with skyscrapers, chain stores and a new set of wealthy residents.

On Wednesday, members of those two groups sat side by side in the City Council chambers; some clapping
politely in support of the plan, the others angrily denouncing Harlem’s three Council representatives — Inez
E. Dickens, Robert Jackson and Melissa Mark-Viverito — who all supported the rezoning.

After a series of disruptions, in which audience members shouted “sellout” and “liar” and booed loudly as Ms.
Dickens tried to explain why the rezoning was an important step forward for Harlem, the Council speaker,
Christine C. Quinn, and the city’s public advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, asked that the chamber’s balcony, where
the audience was sitting, be cleared of spectators by police officers.

But Councilman Charles Barron brokered an agreement with the officers and City Council security, and only
a few of the 100 spectators were ejected.

Once the meeting was back in session, however, the shouting and catcalls resumed during remarks by Mr.
Jackson. After Ms. Quinn and Ms. Gotbaum, who was presiding, asked again for the room to be cleared,
police officers and City Council security escorted everyone outside the building. As they left, they sang, “We
Shall Overcome.”



The meeting was interrupted for about 30 minutes, and the vote was eventually held in the Council chambers
with only council members, council staff members, law enforcement personnel and reporters present.
Council and administration officials said they could not recall another meeting in which the chambers were
cleared of spectators.

Councilwoman Helen Diane Foster, who voted for the rezoning, said she was concerned that the audience
was treated harshly because its members were predominantly black and Latino.

“We had more officers in here than we've had in the chambets ever before,” she said. “I hope we did it across
the board and not based on color.”

Ms. Dickens said that her recent discussions with the Bloomberg administration had vastly improved the
proposal, and she said the rezoning was supported by a broad cross-section of Harlem. “I need no one to
document my commitment to my community,” she said. “I was born in Harlemn.”

The vote itself had become a formality after Ms. Dickens, Mr. Jackson and Ms. Mark-Viverito agreed to the
rezoning last month in exchange for pledges from the Bloomberg administration that included additional
units of moderately priced housing, government loans for 71 businesses that may be displaced, and about
$5.8 million in improvements for Marcus Garvey Park.

Including the 125th Street plan, the Bloomberg administration has now rezoned more than 6,000 blocks
since 2002 as part of its effort to revamp the city’s zoning laws, many of which had not changed since 1961.

City officials said none of the other plans had been as hotly contested as the rezoning of 125th Street, which is
far more modest in size than previous rezonings, but which threatens to transform what has long been the
symbolic center of African-American cultural life.

The plan calls for 24 blocks of Harlem to be rezoned, stretching from Broadway east to Second Avenue, and

" from 124th to 126th Street. The Bloomberg administration said its intent was to remake 125th Street, now
dominated by four- and five-story buildings with small businesses on the first floors, into a regional business
hub with 19-story office towers and more than 2,000 new market-rate condominiums. The plan includes
incentives for arts- and entertainment-related businesses.

The Bloomberg administration and Ms. Dickens have said that an agreement they negotiated reserves 46
percent, or 1,758, of the 3,858 total new residential units that would be permitted to be built in the rezoned
area as moderately priced housing,.

But according to the formal agreement, signed on April 15 by Deputy Mayor Robert C. Lieber, only about 5
percent of the housing — or about 200 units — would be affordable for families earning $30,750 or less. -



Personal
travel on
your dime

By DAVID SEIFMAN
Cily Hall Bureau Chief

The city's top elected officlals
will no Jonger have to reimburse
the treasury when they use their
taxpayer-funded official cars and
Grivers for purely personai pur
poses, The Post has learned.

Sources said the Cenflicts of In-
terest Board bas decided, after In-
tensive study, to recommend that
elected officials assigned to travel
with police secutity can ge any-
where (hey want in their govern-
ment vehicles without having to
repay the city.

That would include tips on

WHEEL
Speaker  Christine . Quinn
(above) is one of four top
officials who won't be fe-
qulred 1o repay the city for
using their govemment car
on personal ime,

Couneil |

weekends, ips to nm p !
errands and trips owtside the five
boroughs.

“fPs  pretty swpdsing that

they're going in that direction”
said one source. “Its 2 pretty
sweeping change.”

‘“The ruling — evpected to be
ade public within a couple of
weeks — would impact enly the
four officials who are previded a
security detail: Mayor Bioomberg,

Conlxxptroiier illiam Thompson,
UbDLC

a.ng Caty Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinm

Bloomberg and Quinn asked the

N Y

conflicts board in November 2006
to formulate guidelines on the use
of official vehicles, not fong after
former state Comptoller Alan
Hevesi got into hot w:marl for as
s a government employee 1¢
c??a?]n[{%uriﬁs atling wife. i
Hevesi tesigned after pleading
guilty to defrauding the govern-

ment,

“Unfortunately, while elected
officials want to adhere to the
highest standards, New York City
does not have an explicit and con-
sistent set of guidelines governing

this area,” Bloomberg and Quinn
wrate,

The city's car rules are so unde-
fined that officials have been set-
ting their own policies, ofien by
the seat of the pants,

Gotbaum scrambled to fork over
about $3400 in Jate 2006 fo pay
four years worth of estimated
bills cuveringl her ¢ivilian driver's
time, gas, mileage¢ and tolls when
she wasn't on official business.

Thomﬁ)san gver a five-year pe-
riod she¥led out more t
344,000, including $35.284 for his

djver and $9,406 for mileage and
tolis,

Aldes said the payments cov-
ered political stops because the
comptrolier doesn’t use his gov-
ernment vehicle for steictly per-
sonal business.

Quinn reported. paying $2.784
from her campalgn accourt for
the pelitical use of her offiéial car
in 2006,

A spokesworan fast year sald
she would continue to make regu-
far payments from-then on.

.up the entire cost of his city-sup-

T T

Bicomberg made the entire
issue moot when he ran for re-
election in 2003 by simply picking

plied SUV.

One insider said the condlicts
board's ruling would certainly be
welcomed, but probably wouidn't
have mmuch impact on officials
who have to be concerned about
appearances,

“Pd bet some continue paying.”
said the insider. .

david.selfman@nypest.cont
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City to Cover Car and Driver Expenses for Top Officials

The four city officials who are assigned a security detail
no longer have to pay the expenses on their
taxpayer-funded official cars and drivers when they use
them for personal excursions, according toa ruling by
the Conflicts of Interest Board. The lucky protected ones
are Mayor Bloomberg, Compfroller William Thompson,
Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and City Council
Speaker Christine Quinn.

In 2008, former state Comptroller Alan Hevesi resigned
after admitting he assigned a government employee to
chauffeur his sick wife. Soon after, Bloomberg and Quinn
asked the conflicts board to set clear guidelines about the
personal use of official vehicles; the Post says the rules -
were so vague that officials have been seiting their own

policies.

Seeking to avoid Hevesi’s fate, Thompson, Quinn and Gotbaum have been paying thousands of dollars to the
city to cover non-official vehicular business, like political campaign business and personal trips. The
ever-conscionable mayor, on the other hand, just pays the entire operating expenses for the S.U.V. provided by
the city.




New Asthma Proposal Targets Negligent Landlords
/Y SCOTT LEv]
?UBLI%HEP MAY 2, 2008

Crumbiing budldings, apariment mold, and nverwhehﬁing pests may be well-known city asthma triggers, buta
comparatively high concentration of asthma cases in aorthern Manhattan has prompred Public Advocate Betey
Gotbaum and City Council memmbers to 2ers in on 2 new target: negligent landiords,

The Asthina-Free Housing Act, co-sponsered by councli members including Roste Mendez (D-Lower East Side) and
Melissa Mark-Viverito (I[>-Spanish Harlem), would reguire landlords whose tenants suffer from asthma, emphysema, or
lung cancer to inspect their bulldings at least once a year for indoor allergens, # fandiords do not properly address the
problems, the proposal states that the Departrnent of Housing Preservation and Development will assume charge of
the fattings snd fix the violations themselves.

West Harlemn's WE ACT for Environmental Justice, an environmental justice organization, heiped to produce the bil as
part of the Coalktion for Asthrna-Free Homes. According to Julien Terrell, housing and health campaign eoordinater for
WE ACT, what distinguishes the bill from previous legislation is its initiation of an officiat pratocol for mold and pest
contral, :

“There is currently nothing int place that ensures that, one, the job will be done, and two, that the job could be done,”
Terrell said. Whereas the New York State Department of Health only provides guldelines for landlerds, the new system
would establish mandates for andiords snd the city In order to tackle the underlying causes.

With the ever-present possibiiity of development i Harlem, many point out that construction projects could be asthma
threate. But Terredl said that organizatians frequently overlook the friggers lusking within the confines of people’s
homes, ! )

“We try to raise awareness arcund threats to indoor air quatiy,” Terrell seid. “Ninety percent of tme Iy spent
indoors ... and there needs to be a dedicated type of remediation.”

While representatives of Harlem—including council member Mark-Viverito and WE ACT—support the plan, the issues
and solutians are citywide. The city's Department of Health reports that the percentage of asthmatics throughout the
five boroughs ranks high by national standards.

“These problems have serious heatth consequences and our bill will force fandiords and Inspectors to take them
sesiousty,” Gotbaum sald in a press release.

The Bill would hold landiords legally respansible for slipshod apartment maintenznce. According to Gotbaum's office,
residents experience worsened respiratory health from in-apartment pesticides as well as mold-infested walls, which
landiords sometimes paint over.

Eurrently, poliution end poor housing cenditions have made Harlem one of the most affected neighborhoods in the
natian in terms of respiratory disorders. Aside from Mark-Viverito, council member Roberl Jackson (D-Morningside
Heights and West-Harlern) has aiso signed anto the bili, according to a City Coundil spokesman.

While councl member Inez Dickens {D-Morningside Heights and Hatlens) has yet to submit paperwerk to endorse the
proposal, her office sald that does nst indicated a lack of concern about the state of her constituents’ respiratory
health, ;

"She is very focused on the 125th Street rezoning,” Lynelte Velasco, speciet assistant to Dickens, saié o;the
councilworan, “Of course we have raised concerns about the rise of asthma, the effects of the asthma. We need
more ime to refocus and fook at things.”

Susan Russell, Jackson’s chief of staff, said that in West Harlem, factors of carpeting, leaks, and vermin £an endanges
residents’ welfare, Theugh Jackson favors the plan, Russell said from an attormey's standpeint, she was cerious as to
how the protocot would successfully mediste disputes between dients, tandlords, and the city.

“What does it mean when it's put inte practice?” Russell asked. “Thay fthe disputes] might just kappen in housing
court”
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=| City Officials

I Could Soon Get
Green Light On
t Free Ride
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The Confiicts of Interest Board will scon recommend
that the city's top four elected officials not have to
reimburse the freasury when they use government
cars for personal travel.

Sources at the board say the new guidelines will apply
to Mayor Michael Bloomberg, City Council Speaker
Christine Quinn, Compirclier Bilf Thompson, and

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbhaum.

Taxpayers already pick up the tab for the lawmakers'
use of the cars for official purposes, but under the new
rule they would also be paying for rides on weekends,
personal errands and trips outside the city.

The ruling is expected to be made public in within the
next few weeks,

The Mayor's Office says it requested that the Conflicts
Board create guidelines on the use of official vehicles
after former state Comptrolier Alan Hevesi had fo step
down after it was revealed a state employes
chauffeured his wife.

%,



Public Advocate
§ Says City Schools *

Ball On Fitness

New York City public schools aren't doing enough to
help kids stay fit, according to a report released
Sunday by Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

Gotbaum's office found that the majority of elementary
and middle schools are failing far below the state ‘
physical education mandates.

"Diabetes is a huge problem in this cify and one of the |
ways kids can avoid getting diabetes is by having :
adequate exercise,” said the public advocate.

Among the findings: 86 percent of schocls do not meet :
phys ed requirements for third graders, and 88 percent :
fall shart in their requirements for fourth graders. ‘

wWhat's so frusirating about the child obesity epidemic |,
is that is often has a simple if unsurprising remedy:
activity and physical education,” said Comptroller
William Thompson at a press conference Sunday to
unveil the report.

"ou know what? They're doing too much testing
about reading and math; let's have a little more
physical activity, that would make our kids weil
rounded and healthy,” added Gotbaum, "We need
have the schoot system figure out a way to incorporate
physicat activity into their daily sessions.”

State regulations require daily physical education
classes through third grade and a mirdmum of two
hours per week from fourth through sixth grades.

DOE says Goibaum's numbers are flawed because
about one-third of the schools she contacted did not
respond.

The department also points out that dance classes
can satisfy the P.E. requirement. Gne mom says her
son is learning dance and loving it.

One mom says her son is learning dance and loving it.

“That's obviously very physical and they learn various
international dance techniques.”

Denham says her kids also run a lot during recess.

But some parents agree with Gotbaum, saying the
schools are not doing enough. ‘

"A couple kids get together in the gym and play, but
it's not a real workout," said ancther parent. "Not like
he gets out here in the street.”

A DOE spokesperson says the department is making
progress in fitness and health education, and points
out that 90 percent of elementary schools have
dedicated phys ed teachers, up from.75 percent five
vears adgo.
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- Bill Thompson and City

| ported, the city's C
of Iterest

" By DAVIDSEFMAN .

. City Hall-Bugea Chisf

Public _Advocate: Betsy

Gotbaum , .said” yesterday
that evenif she didelt hav
oulg & burse
taxpayers for ‘
use of her official vegu le.
So will city Comptroller

Council Spealer- Christine
Oian, " ’
As The Post first. r

nili

€
ISE,. &
for nongoy-

: {:Udll Nathan, that,, does

ernmental use of her city
car,”. spokeswoman, Sazah
Krauss said. .
Ditto, said aides to both
Quinn and Thompson: *
As of this past Dec. 3,
Thompson’s campaign
paid out $57,025 toward his
use of city vehicles for po-
litical events,
Comparable figures for
the other officials weren’t
- jmimetiately available.
© 'Gene Russianoff of the
New York Fublic Interest
Research Group, a govern-
ent watchdog, said the
énlfli'cts board’s decision

Haying said that,
[R{idy] Ghuliani going out
o, the Hampions ‘to see

' david. séfman@nypost.com
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NEW YORK CITY

Report says NYC schools not meeting phys ed standards

May 4, 2008

NEW YORK (AP ) _ A new report says only a fraction
of New York City's elementary and middle schools are
meeting legal requirements in physical education.

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and City Comptroller
William Thompson say it is "critically important” that
P.E. classes be expanded to comply with state law.

Their study found that 80 percent of elementary and
nearly 50 percent of middle schools have no sports or
fitness program of any kind.

Students in kindergarten through third grade are supposed to have physical education daily. Those in
the fourth through sixth grades are supposed to have P.E. three times a week.

Copyright 2008 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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New York City public schools aren't doing enough to
help kids stay fit, according to a report released
Sunday by Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

Gotbaum's office found that the majority of elementary
and middle schools are falling far below the state
physical education mandates.

"Diabetes is a huge problem in this city and one of the
ways kids can avoid getting diabetes is by having
adequate exercise,” said the public advocate,

Among the findings: 96 percent of schools do not meet
phys ed requirements for third graders, and 88 percent
fall short in their requirements for fourth graders.

"What's so frustrating about the child obesity epidemic
is that is often has a simple if unsurprising remedy:
activity and physical education,” said Compfroller
Willlam Thompson at a press conference Sunday to
unveit the report.

"You know what? They're doing oo much testing about
reading and math; lef's have a little more physical
activity, that would make our kids well rounded and
healthy,” added Gotbaum. "We need have the scheol
system figure out a way fo incorporate physical activity
into their daily sessions.”

State regulations require daily physical education
classes through third grade and a minimum of two
hours per week from fourth through sixth grades.

DOE says Gothaum's numbers are fiawed because
about one-third of the schools she contacted did not
respond.

The department also points out that dance classes can
satisfy the P.E. requirement, One mom says her son is
tearning dance and loving it.

One mom says her son is learning dance and loving it.

“That's obviously very physical and they leamn various
international dance techniques.”

Denham says her kids also run a lot during recess. But
some parents agree with Golbaum, saying the schools

are not doing enough.

"A couple kids get together in the gym and play, but it's
not a real workout,” said another parent. "Not like he
gets out here in the street.”

A DOE spokesperson says the depaﬁmeni is ma_xklng
progress In fitness and health education, and poinis
out that 90 percent of elementary schools have
dedicated phys ed teachers, up from 75 percent five

years ago.

Weather; Showers, High: 76.

.



City Schools Slacking on Phys Ed Requirements
by Laura Silver

NEW YORK, NY May 05, 2008 —Third graders in New York City's public school
system are supposed to have gym class every day. But only 4 percent of them
get to run around as part of the school day. This according to a report by the
city's public advocate.

Betsy Gotbaum's office surveyed 100 city schools at random and found that
physical education is also lax in middle schools. She says nearly 70 percent of
schools violated state regulations on in-school fitness. And almost 50 percent
had no athletic teams.

Gotbaum says exercise is a key to efiminating obesity and should be a priority.

The city's Depariment of Education says it's flexing its muscie on the issue with
a new Office of Fitness and Health Education and full-time phys ed teachers in
80 percent of city schools.
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May 5th, 2008

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbawm found the Department of Education is
skimping kids out of their exercise, according to a new survey of scores
of randomiy selected elementary and middle sckools.

The report 'fouud that 96 percent of elementary schools violate state
mandates for third graders, who are supposed to have PE class daily.

We ran a ghnilar story in March, which showed the lack of foeus on
physical education hras been a growing trend since the 1970s, when
schools turned more towards academics.

But the Department of Edueation contends it is worldng hard to
reverse this trend.

Obesity is still a huge probler among New York City Kids, How do you
think the deparbment should, i at all, get kids to shed pounds?

8y Courthey Gross on May 5, 2008, 7:22 pm
- in category: Educatlon, Gotham City, Health
Recommend this entry via: sturnbie upon | digg | delicious {
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By ELIZABETH GREEN -
Staff Reporter of the Sun

Despite a legal mandate that
gym classes be offered every
school day, only 4% of New York
City third-gradérs participate in
daily physical education activi-
ties, anew reportby the c1ty’s pub-
Jic advocate finds.

The report, baged on a survey of
100 randomly selected schools in
the five boroughs, also concludes
that only 12% of fourth-graders
get the mandatory 120 minutes a
week of physical education.

“Many schools are breaking the .

law,” Public Advocate Betsy Got-
baum said in a statement. “We

must work to curb rising obesity

rates and make sure exercise and
Please see GYM, page 2

'

i Classes |

GYM from page 1
physical wellness is a top priori-

State reg‘uiatmns mandate that
all public school students attend
and participate in physical educa-
tion, with a ladder of how often
they are requirad to do so depend-
ing on age: once a day up to the
third grade; three times a week for
fourth- through sixth-graders,
and twice a week oné semester
and three times a week the other
for seventhi- through 12th-grad-
ers. -

Ms. Gotbaum’s report ﬁnds 8PS
in middle schools ag well as the
lower grades, A sample of 50 mid-
dle schools found that 69% violat-
ed state regulations and 48% had
ne athletic teams or sports pro-
gram.

The city’s Department of Educa~
tion says it has been pushing hard
toreverse historical neglectin this
area. It created for the first time
an Office of Fifness and Health
Education and appointed a direc-
tor, Lori Rose Benson, who has
been pushing physical education
as a priority both inside the ad-
ministration and inside schools,
and who for her efforts last year
was named top physical education

equirement Goes
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administrator of the year by the
National Association for Sport
and Physical Education.

. Two months later, the group

awarded another honor to the
New York City school system,
making it the first district ever to
be recognized.

Yet Ms. Gotbaum's report adds
to a growing chorns of critics sug-
gesting that the Department of

Education is not working hard

enough.

Governor Spitzer addressed the
issue in his State of the State ad-
dréss in January, saying siate
physical education standards are
“widely ignored” and asking the
comptrolier, Thomas DiNapoli,
whose office sudits public schools,
to handle oversight of the issue.

At a state Assembly hearing on
physical education compliance
earlier this year, the city comp-

- troller, William Thompson Jr.,

said physical education is a major
concern for parents.

‘He said lack of space is a big ob-
stacle, citing Brooklyn’s District

"15 as an example. “Many schools

in the district were built without
gyms, and there are currently no
gyims at seven elementary schools

in the district,” Mr. Thompson

said.

Ms. Benson, the department’s
health and physical education
tsar, said she realizes many
schools are not meeting state
.mandates, but that her mission is
to reverse that. She has managed
the creation for the first time of a
core physical education curricu-
tum; has lobbied the administra-
tion to make physical education
part of the rubrics by which prin-
cipals are graded, and has
launched training programs to
help schools increase their physi-
cal education, including a work-
shop titled “No Gym? No Prob-
lem,” in which schools learn tech-
nigues such as using classrooms
for yoga and Pilates.

“There’s been increased concern
about math and literacy scores
and other core subject areas, and I
think what we’re beginning to re-
altize Is that students’ health is a
real core subject area,” she said.
“We nieed to take that just as seri-

- ously as everything else.”

Ms. Benson said that one posi-
tive indication is already in: In
2003, only 75% of ¢lementary
schools had dedicated physical
education teachers. Now, 90% of
them do.
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JOSE AGHSTA

HUEVA YERK/EDLP — Pese a la creciente crisis
de dbesidad en la ciudad de Nueva York,
el Departamento de Educacisn (DOE)
no estd proveyendo a log estiidiantes la
cantidad adecuada de edu fisica
' asignada por mandato de laleyiestatal.
De acuerdo con un nuevo estudio
realizado por la oficina de la défensora
del pueblo, Betsy Gotbaum, aungue la
situacién ha mejorado respecto a otro
estudio del 2004, sélo el 4% de los es-
tudiantes de tercer grado participan en
g ; clases de educacién fisica todos los
dias.

| Edueacicn dijo que

|| educacion fisica

' de tiempoala actlvzdad fisica vital”, dijo
i Gothaum. 4

Gotbaum dijo que miuchas escuelas
¢ estdn viglando la ley al no cumplir los
i requerimientos estataies,

“y eso es un
gran problema porque nifos no estd

| recibiendo el ejercicio fisico que: ne-

cesitan”.

“Debemos trabajar para controlar el .

indice de obesi-
~dad, .y asegurar-
nos de gue el ejer-
cicio y la salud -
sica estén entre
nuestras prmndam
des. Quizds el
DOE deberia de-
dicar un poguito
menos de tiempo
-en las pruebas de
ejercicios, para
- dar un poco maés

H Departamento de

en ol 90% de las
estuelas elementales
e fa civdad hay
profesores de

El contralor de la cmdad Wilkiam C.

+Thompson, dijo que e_s 1mprescmc‘11ble
ibrindarles a los estudiantes salud y los
vejercicios fisicos que merecen.

“Nosotros debemos expandir Ia edu-

{cacion fisica en nuestras escuelas pG-
{blicas, particularmente en las éscuelas
telemental e intermedia, enfocados en

‘combatir la obesidad infantil”, dijo el

Feontralor.

Thompson indicd que estadisticas re-

ivelan que la obesidad infantil en el
Yestado de Nueva York se ha cuadri-
iplicado desde el decenio de 1970, v
Hriplicado en los Gltimos 10 afios. '

Regulacmnes del estado de Nueva

‘York requieren gue estudiantes desde
iparvule al tercer ‘grado participen en
iprogramas de educacién fisica diaria-
imente, v de cuarto grado al sexto, al
I'menos tres veces a la semana, con un
iminimo de 120 minutos por semana.

El Departamento de Educacion dijo

f‘ayer que ha conseguido progresos sig-
i nificativos en areas de educactén fisica y
y8alud que habian estado descuidadas

por décadas, indicando que en €1 90% de
ilas escuelas elernentales hay profesores
fde educacién fisica, un Incremento de
un T5% desde el 2003.

i Jose.acosto@eldiariony.com
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Report: Public School Students Not Getting Enough P.E.

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum announced findings of a new
report that reveal public school students are getting much,
much less physical education than they should be. Based on
data from 100 randomly selected schools, only 4% of third
graders and only 12% of fourth graders participated in daily
mandated P.E. classes.

Gotbaurm said, "Many schools are breaking the law by not
complying with state mandates, and that’s a big problem
because kids are not getting the exercise they need.” She and
City Comptroller William Thompson accused the Department
of Education of failing students as childhood obesity is rising
at an alarming rate.

The state's requirements for P.E. are interesting. Per the Sun, it's "once a day up to the third grade; three
times a week for fourth- through sixth-graders, and twice a2 week one semester and three times a week
the other for seventh- through 12th-graders."

The Department of Education tells the Sun it created the Office of Fitness and Health Education and has hired a
director to help bring more physical fitness progreams of schools, even ones without gyms (like having students
do yoga and Pilates).
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. {Jien T %l ma ato estatal,

lacidn delas normasde
B2 educacién fisica pese a
la crisis de obesidad. Bl Depax-
tarento de educacion (DOE)
no cumple con proveer ins-
truccion fisicaadecuadaenlas
sscuelas de la Gran Manzana,
segin un informe publicado
ayer por laoﬁcma dela Defen-

1 estudio indica la vio- |

soraPubhea Betsy Gotbaum.

generando un gran problemd
porque Jos nifios no estin rea-
lizando los ejercicios que ne-
cesitan. Tenemos gue hacer
algo por reducir la ohesidad”,
dijo Gothaum.

La ley estatal ordena que
1os alumnos desde pre-esco-
lar hasta tercero participen
en educacion fisica diaria ¥
para el cuarto grado hasta el
sexto, al menos fres veces por
gemana con 120 minutos se-
manales minimos. El sondeo,
actualizacion de una encues-

e o

¥ El contraior 'E”hompscn y Ja'défensora pubilca 'Bets
Gotbaum ayer en conferenc1a ‘de prensa {Folo: Cortetia)

En 50 esceelas secundarta
clases de fisica “seranal con 20

parte de equipa atigtico ni deportg "

ta similar de 2004, fue en 100
escuelag de primaria, 20 de
cada condado, y en 50 de se-
cundaria. Preguntdron sobre
las clases a estudiantes del
tercero, cuarto y sexto grado.

“fs urgente que proveamos a
los estudianies salud y fisica
con prioridad”, dijo el con-

. tralor Witliam Thompson Jr..
Una Tlamada al DOE no fue
respondida ayer.




school

MOST CITY ELEMENTARY and middle schools don’t
comply with state laws requiring gym classes three days a
week in upper girades and daily in lower grades, accord-
ing to areport 1ssued yesterday by Public Advocate Betsy
Cotbaum.

The public advocate’s staff contacied 100 grade
schools at random, posing as prospective parents, to ask
about sports and gym programs. Of the 93 schools that re-
sponded, 96% were violating state regulations for third-
graders and 88% for fourth-graders. The results were con-
sistent with a similar 2004 check.

“We all know that childhood obesity is a huge problem
and one of the contributors to obesity is not exercising,”
Gotbaum said.

The Education Department countered with stats show-
ing 80% of schools now have full-time gym teachers, up
from 75% in 2003. Erin Einhom

My 5 2008
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Report Faults City on ‘Potentially Toxic’ School
Sites

By SEWELL CHAN

In a 17-page report [pdf] released today, the New York City public
advocate, Betsy Gotbaur, contended that a loophole in state law had
permiited the city’s School Construction Authority “to open schools on
potentiaily toxie sites that could pose a health threat for New York City
schoolchildren.” But the city’s Education Department immediately
disputed the report’s findings, insisting that it had not placed any student:
at risk from environmental pollatants.

The Gothaum report focuses on schools housed in buildings leased by the
authority. Some of the buildings have been found to be contaminated with
toxins like perchloroethylene, trichloroethylene and lead, but the Siate
Department of Environmental Congervation determined that the levels
were not high enough to make the buildings unsafe for use as schools. The
Gotbawmn report does not assert that children are actively at rigk, but
contends that the authority was able to lease the sites “without community
notification, environmental review, or City Council oversight.”

Ms. Gothawm said in a staternent:

When it comes to our children's health, we can’t afford to make
poor choices. Choosing a location for a school is a decision that
has a lasting impact, and right now, when the SCA leases
property, parents don't have a say in the process and the City
Couneil is shut out. State law must be amended to require a
public process and environmental review of leased school sites,

The state’s Public Authorities Law reguires the authority to submit a plan
to the local community board and the City Council when if seeks to build a
new school on city-owned property, but the requirements do not apply
when the authority creates a new school in a leased site.

Ms. Gotbaum urged amendments to the Public Authorities Law to cover
leased sites and called on the city to provide more environmental
information about schools and hire outside consultants to conduct
environmental tests and, where necessary, remediation.

In a statement, Marge Feinberg, a spokeswoman for both the Education
Pepartment and the School Construction Authority, did not rule out the
possibility of more transparency, but strongly defended the agencies’
handling of new leases for school buildings. Ms. Feinberg said in the
statement:

We strongly object to misinformation that is being bandied
about regarding our leased sites, First, we do not lease sites
that would endanger our students. Health and safely are the
Department’s foremost priority. We are confident that our
schools are safe ané wouldn't allow people in them otherwise.
When we lease a site, the School Construction Authority follows
all the state and city regulatory requirements, and conducts
Phase 1 and Phase 2 environmental reviews of sites to
determine the level of clean-up, because as we all know there
are nio sites in the City, residential or commerical, without
some sort of contamination.

We are working with the State Legislature, and other parties, to
codify existing high environmental review standards and to the
make the process more transparent to the public. New York
State Assembly Member Keith L. T. Wright {D-Harlem} and

and New York State Senator Frank
Padavan (R-Queens) have a bill that
accomplishes this goal

Leasing is an effective strategy to
ensure that we can aggressively pursue
all options to reduce overcrowding in
our schools. Having a formal approval
process not only is unnecessary due to
our environmental reviews and
transparency but also would tie our
hands during lease negotiations when
landlords have other leasing options.

The SCA maintains an exacting
standard of due diligence on every
project, aggressively testing and
remediating sites, and testing air quality
more extensively than the state requires.

But advocates are unlikely to be
comforted. David Palmer, a staff
attorney at New York Lawyers for the
Public Interest who has represented
neighborhoods concerned about

- pollutants at several locations —

particularly the Soundview Educational
Campus in the Bronx and the
Information Technology High School in
Long Island City, Queens — sent a.
letter today to Sharon Greenberger,
president and chief executive of the
School Construction Authority, argning
that the public advocate’s report
affirmed his group’s concerns.

Mz. Palmer urged Ms. Greenberger to
subject the city’s leased locations to the
requirements of the State
Environmental Quality Review Act,
which now only applies to sites owned
by the city. The authority’s cuirent
position “Is contrary to sound public
health policy, and violates current law,”
Mr. Palmer argued, adding, “We urge
SCA to conduct a full environmental
review, pursuant to SEQRA, whenever
SCA leases a contaminated facility for
use as a school.”



Parents groups playing hooky

BY JESS WiSLOSKI
Tuesday, May &th 2068, 4:00 AM

Education advocates have long warmned that the diminishing role for parents in schools will eventually kilt off parent
involverment altogether.

Now, the city's own findings on the efficacy of two avenues available for parents to weigh in on thelr childrens' schools
back up Mavor Bloomberg's critics.

Out of 100 schools, 78% of parent coordinators - the on-staff liaisons between parents and the school - could not be
reached on their city-provided celi phones, according to a survey by Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

And the Department of Education's own parent engagement office found that only 51% of the schools it has looked at
so far has a functioning School Leadership Team (SLT).

The news may be no surprise to parents, who have bemoaned many of the administration's reforms - including
disbanding local school boards.

But for educators, whose jobs are fo engage parents, recent tallies are worrisome.

"It's really embarrassing to say our district's Presidents Council is not even in effect right now," Michelle Liovd-Bey, the
community superintendent of Queens District 27, said at a community meeting in March. A Presidents Council
represents all the PTAs in a district,

She added that SLTs - a body of teachers and parents that help in schoo! decision-making - "are not sending
documentation ag they're supposed fo, not keeping records, and in some cases they're not even functioning.”

Martine Guerrier, the city's chief of parent engagement, said her office is working fo fix the problems. "S1.Ts have
always been an issue," she said. Her office began looking into SLTs recently and found that many only existed on
paper. But in district surveys, 83% of schoois claimed they had SLTs.

Guerrler's office was created last year fo address some of these complaints, "We just started, so there's no way to tell
right now, but I'm encouraged by what I've seen,” she said of the city's progress.

But William McDonald, a parent in Queens District 20 who also heads the citywide Chancellor's Parent Advisory
Committee, said the effect of Bloomberg's initiatives on parent involvement has been "a mess.”

"It's to the point now where SLTs don't function at all," he said, noting the problem began in 2003 when the city
eliminated SLT budgets. The city instead hired "SLT coordinators™ - a job that was dissolved last year.

And with the PTAs also disappearing or growing less active, McDonald sees a dim future.
"As | see i, in three years, parent involvement probably won't even exist,”" he said.

fwisloski@nydailynews.com




Boro coordinators get better marks

BY JESS WISLOSKI
Tuesday, May 6th 2008, 4:00 AM

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum is less than impressed that 78% of the city's parent coordinators did not return calls in
a survey by her office.

But Queens did better than most, she found.

Out of 20 schools contacted, coordinators at 75% of them either picked up the phone or called back her office
workers, who were posing as parents new to the school. .

Parent coordinators fumed at Gotbaum last week.
“it's a deceiving number,” said Public Schoot 128 coordinator Meiissa Phillips.

“The phone calls are such a smali part of what we do for parents,” she said at a Community Education Council
meeting for District 24 on Aprif 29,

A District 24 worker added that 16 of the district's city-issued cell phones - more than 30% - were broken and never
replaced. :

The parent coordinator job was created in a 2002 mayoral initiative to provide better access to school administrators.

A coordinator must convene parent meetings, attend other parent meetings, organize school events, maintain contact
with community groups, increase parent involvernent and act as a facilitator between parents and the school.

After-hours work is mandatory and the city provides cell phones so coordinators can take evening calls.
The average salary is less than $40,000 a year.

Most parent coordinators do not pick up calls after 5 p.m., according to Gotbaum's survey.

"I'm not damning the whole program,” said Gotbaum. "I'm just saying this survey just keeps getting worse.”
In 2004, 62% of messages left for parent coordinators were not returned.

Gotbaum's study of 100 schools found coordinators with nronwarking numbers, no voice mail to leave a message, and
in some cases, the position was unfilled. The city spends $68 million a year on the positions.
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'Star Power' Seen Lacking in 2009 Mayoral Field

By GRACE RAUH, Staff Reporter of the Sun
May 7, 2008
http: /[ /www.nysun,com/new-vork /star-power-seen-lacking-in-2009-maveral-field /75964

WITH 18 MONTHS TO GO BEFORE NEW YORKERS BLECT A NEW MAYOR, THE FISLD OF CANDIDATES
emerging to succeed Mavor Bloomberg is failing to excite New Yorkers.

A professor of political science at Baruch Coliege, Douglas Muzzio, said the problem is a lack of “star
power" and "juice.”

"The conventional wisdom is that this is sort of an unexciting field," he said. "I don't know who out theve ;
would make it more interesting and engage the electorate. ¥ don't know. I don't know if any of these folks ;
can toxn people on." :

On the Democratic side, there's Rep. Anthony Weiner, an aggressive canipaigner who hias clashed with Mr,
Bloomberg; Comptroller William Thompson Jr., whose own lawyer was recently reperted to have derided
the candidate in a courtroom, and the speaker of the City Council, Christine Quinn, who is embroiled in a
budget seandal at City Hall that eould derail her anticipated reayoral bid.-

The lone Republican in the race so far, billionaire John Catsimatidis, has garnered little enthusiasm from
political insiders, who are refusing to consider him "the next Bloomberg" despite his personal wealth and
outsider staius.

One sign of dissatisfaction with the field is the public's fixation on the police commissioner, Ravmond
Relly, who js fast becoming one of the most talked about fignres in mayoral conversations. The only i
problem is that Mr. Kelly is not running and has offered no indication that he intends to junp iz, :

The mayoral hopefuls may be having a tough time because their campaigns have not yet begun in earnest,
with the exception of campaign fund-raisers. New Yorkers also are likely comparing them to the popular
sitting mayor, whose approval ratings have dipped below 70% only once in more than two years, according

to Quinnipiac University.

A former top aide to Mr. Bloomberg, William Cunningham, said it sometimes is difieult for the publicto

imagine a political candidate in the seat they are seeking until thay are there, He said it's a common

phenomenon for the public to be underwhelmed by the erop of presidential candidates at the start of a :
White House race. :

"The same thing happens with mayor. La Guardia, Kock, Gluliani, now Bloomberg, He's been there seven
years and people bave a feel for him," he said, "They like a Koch, they Hke a La Guardia, they like that kind
. of felstiness, and you don't see that from the other candidates." i

Mayor Kock, who long age announced his support for Mz, Kelly, said yesterday that the call for *good ;
candidates” to enter the race is growing, and sajd the public is not yet satisfied with the fieid.

"I believe people are constantly thinking of Ray Kelly," he said.
Mr. Koeh called Mx. Xelly, a "ftting successor” to Mr. Bloomberg, but noted that he thinks all of the

candidates are good. He said none, however, have the broad base of support he would expect to form
behind the police commissioner.

Im March, Mr. Kelly came in first place in 2 poll of New Yorkers asked whom they would want 1o elect
mayor in 2009, winning support from 22% of respondents.

Mr, Weiner tied for second place with the president of Brovklyn, Marty Markowitz, with 14% of the votes.
Ms. Quinn garnered 13% and Mr. Thompson and Rublic Advocale Belsy Gothaum both picked up 8%,
aceording to the Quinnipiac Unjversity poll,

The university is expected to release a new mayoral poll today.

A political consultant who is not worldng for the mayoral candidates, Chad Marlow, said Demoerats are
nervous abonut their party's feld, which he said kas grown weaker due to the announcement that the
president of the Bronx, Adolfo Carrion, would run for compixolier instead of mayor, and because of the

council budget scandal that is ensnaring Ms. Quinn,

"There is a lot less confidence there than there was six months age, and if.t}}erc is much more that comes
up to demage the field, it will go from concern to panic,” he said. He said it is up to Messrs. Thompson and
‘Weiner to "hold the line.” )

"We can't take any more damage to any more candidates,” he said. "At a minimum, the Demsneed a
competitive race between two quality candidates.”

A professor at Cooper Union who s a historian of Mayor Giuliani's administration, Fred Siegel, said he

didn't think the courcil speaker had much of a political future, arguing that she'd bt_*.en badly damaged by
the council budget scandal. The 11.8. attorney's office and Department of Investigation are probing the

council's finances.
As for the rest of the field, he said it was too early to offer an assessment.

" think the big question is, does Ray Kelly run, and if he runs does Ie run as a Democrat or a Republican,”
he said. "The crop of candidates? It's not something that most people have given much thought to

whatsoever."
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Te The Editor: - :
A mother of nine, desperate to feed her kids and get

their belongings out of storage, contacted my office for -
help, even thougl: she had just moved to Long Island, My

pleased to say that we were able {6 help, since the family
refained limpited rights to city services,

‘The family had maoved because life in an in-law's too-
small Maphattan aparbment had bacome untenable, The
mother immediately applied for benefits in Suffolk County,
but officials there furned her down, saying New York Cify
was responsible for the family. Thelir cily benefits, howev-
er, had been terminated. Adding to the family's distress,
their belongings were about fo be sold at avction because
of unpaid storage fees. . i

" Heather Francis, one of my ombuds staffers, spoke with
city public assistance personmel. They agreed that the fam-

ily was entitled to benefits for one month after the case had.

been closed. The city further agreed to pay storage fees for
twa months and to consider paying moving expenses, Ms,
Francis also contacted the storage company and arranged
for a payment extension, thereby stopping the auction,

DOE :Strikes Outs Students Need More P.E.

By followm;; survey to my 2004 report on physical eduy-

cation (BE.) in city elementary and riddle schools found
that, despite small improvements in access fo PIE. in Grade
3, access worsened in Grade 4, and overall the vast major-
ity of schools surveyed continue to violate staté PE. man-

dates. This comes at a time of truly alarming rates of child- -

hood obesity as reflected in the city's own study, which in
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peoplé:}éal problems, real results

2003 found that 43 percent of ail public elementary school
students are overweight or obese. I also testified about this
issue al a State Assembly hearing in January,

Clearly, the ity Department of Education (DOE) needs
to better enforce state RE, requivements. State regulations

require students in kindergarten through Grade 3 to take

part i PE. daily. They also require PE. In Grades 4
through & at least three times a week for a total of af Jeast
120 minules, Yet my follow-up survey of 150 elementary
schools, 20 in each horough, and 50 randomly selectad
public middle schools found that, ameng ofher things:
88 percent viclate state regulations for Grade 3.
~~88 percent violate mandates of al. least 120 minutes per
week of physical education for students in Grade 4..

+—64 percent of middle schools surveyed vielated the state

regulation requiring 120 minutes of PE, per week in Grade
§

My recommendations and full report, State of Play: A
Four-Year Follow-Up Survey on NYC Students’ Access to,
Physical < Edueation, is x4
Attptw. pubadvocate.nyc.goulpolicyileasedSchoolsia
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Bronx i“émily Court: LIFT Advocates in Action’

Last week I visited Bronx Familly Court for & fixst-hand
ook at how the nonprofit group LIFT, or Legal
Iuformation #r Families Today, helps the public. It trily
was illuminating, and impressive, to watch mult-lingual
LIFT advocates interact with members of the public. LIFT
education and information sites.provide court-involved
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famities with the tocls they need to make informed legal
decisions that help them successfully navigate the legal
system,

My visit reipforced the need for help desks in public
arcas of all city benefits offices, as reflected in my Ready
Access to Assistance Act (REAACT), now pending before
the City Council. Not only did LIFT help walk-ins at their
Education and Information Site ~- a help desk — but
Family Court staff also appreciated their sexvices, At pres-
ent, Housing Court and Family Court are the only city
entities that atlow advocates to set up such help desks.

A copy of the REAACT bill is at Alfpaiwebdecs.nyccoum-
cil infoltextfiles/Int%200359-
2006kt CRID=088934& CFTOKEN=17673681

Forurm for Public School Pavents This Saturday

The Commission on Scheol Governanee joins me in.
hosting a forum for parents on the state of our public
schools and mayoral control of schools. Date is this
Saturday, May 10, 10 a.um. to 2 p.m. at Brooklyn Borough
[Hall; 209 Joralemon St. Take the 4, C or | train to Jay

" Street-Borough  Hali; the M or the R to -Court

Streel-Borough Hally or the 2, 3, 4 or 5 to Borough Hall.
For more information,  please g0 to
www.pubadyocate.nyc.gowfaduscacytschools, and please
RSV?dat rsvp@pubadvocatenyc.gop, Refreshments will be
served, .

Have a great week!

2 othaym
Visif s1e e wmeoner
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‘Kelly beats Quinn amaong mayorat contenders Kira Bindrim
Published: May 7, 2008 - 12:36 pm

Although his reputation has yet to recover from the Sean Bell trial, a recent poll suggests city Police
Commissioner Ray Kelly could be poised to take over as the next mayor of New York. :

In choosing from six potential candidates, 23% of New York Clty voters said they would be most likely to elect
Mr. Kelly as mayor in 2008, according to a Quinniptac University poll released Wednesday. That's up shgh%ly
from 22% in a similar poll in March.

U.8 Rep. Anthony Weiner commanded 16% of the vote, according to the poll, and Brooklyn Borough President
Marty Markowitz received 13%. New York City Comptroller William Thompson received 10%, as did City

Council Speaker Christine Quinn. Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum received 6% of the vote.

Mr. Kelly's approvai rating has dropped since the conclusion of the Sean Bell trial last month, in which three
poiice officers were acquitted of charges stemming from a 2006 shooting incident outside a Queens nightclub.
Around 58% of voters approve of the job Mr. Kelly is doing, compared with 62% in the March poll, Among black
voters, Mr. Kelly has a 36% approval rating, compared with 44% in March.

“Commissioner Ray Kelly still leads the potential pack in the 2009 mayor's race, buf the Sean Bell case seems
to have had an impact,” Quinnipiac Polling Insfitute director Maurice Carroll said.

Current Mayor Michael Bloomberg has a 70% approval rating, according fo the poll, down from 75% i March,
In the last 30 months, Mr. Bioomberg's approval rating has only dropped below 70%—fo 69%—once,
according to Quinnipiac,

The Quinnipiac poll surveyed 1,790 New York City registered voters between April 30 and May 5; the polt has a
margin of error of +/-2.3 percentage points. ¥
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Leased Schools Need More Oversight. Sav Critics

As this season’s legislative session nears an end, a legal “loophole” that allows
the city’s School Construction Authority to build schools en leased sites with
minimal public oversight may be allowed to survive, despite intense criticism in
recent weeks.

The city’s Public Advocate, Betsy Gotbaum, was the Jatest to enter the fray,
when her office released a report summarizing the issue last week.

“The (School Construction Authority) has chosen a number of sites for new scheols
without conducting an environmental assessment that meets the requirements of the -
State Environmental Quality Review Act ... or submitfing to meaningful public
review,” the report reads.

At issue are sections 1731 and 1732 of the state’s Public Authorities Law, which
require that all school construction on city-owned property vndergo a lengthy public
review process. As part of the process, the SCA must prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement per SERQA reguirements, which are made avaiiable for public and
legislative scrutiny. Under law, the SCA must also file copies of the site plan with the
City Planning Comumission, the relevant Cornmunity Education Councii and
community board and with the City Council for final approval.

The problem, some say, is that the Jaw does not specifically mexntion schools on sites’
Jeased by the city, which oritics have characterized as a “loophole” that needs to be
closed. Under current law, an EIS is not required for a leased school site, noris
approval by the City Couneil or submittal to the relevant cormmunity board for review.

According to a Departiment of Education, memo, e SCA currently conducts
environmental reviews for any proposed leasing site, which “work(s) to insure that
new and leased facilities are environmentally safe for our children and staff” In what
could perhaps be read as justification for the difference in processes between
city-owned and leased sites, the department oifed & “scarcity of sites for school
construction in the city’s rore densely populated areas,” and a need fo “provide
desperately needed seats on an expedited basis.”

Unsurpzisingly, Queens, often cited as baving the most overczowded schools in the
city, is at the very center of the debate, with several existing or planned schools on
leased sites.

The Robert F. Wagner Jr. School, in Hunters Point, is one example. The school was
built on a Queens West Development Corp. industrial site, which underwent exiensive environmental clean-up. In 2006, the state’s Department of
Environmental Conservation issued a “certificate of completion” for parts of the site under the state’s Brownfield Cleanup Program.

Though there have been no reported problems, eritics contend that the pubhic is merely being asked to trust the DOE and SCA because the
environmental review was not public. There is a history of contamination on other parts of Queens West, and the Brownfield exvironmental easement
agreement for the site restricts the wse of underlying groundwater and prohibits vegetable gardens.

Similar transparency concerns have arisen in recent years over Information Technology High School in Long Island City, located in a former metal |
plating factory, P.5. 65 in Ozone Park, a former airline parts factory, and the Arf and Leather High School, currently uader construction in Blmhurst at
the site of a former leather tannery.

As the public advocate’s report makes clear, there is no documented evidence that any enrrent or finture school poses a risk to children. Still, the report
argues that it is precisely this documentation that is Jacking in the public sphere, which leaves the provess open to less oversight.

“If it’s policy for newly acquired property, why wouldn't it be necessary for leased property?” asked Dmytro Fedkowskyi, the newly appointed
Queens representative on the city’s Panel for Education Polcy. “The issues and concerns are the same. And we need to be absoiutely certain that the
area is safe from toxias for our students.”

The Democratic-led state Assembly passed a bill last June, introduced by Assemblywoman Cathy Nofan (D-Ridgewood), that would have closed the
leophele, but the bill died in the Republican-ied state Senate in January and was returned to the Assembly. The bill, A.8838, was passed again on April
36 with a pearly unanimous vote and was returned once again to the Senate.

Assemblywoman Barbara Clark (D-Queens Village) was the only dissenting vote when the Assembly bill to close the loophole was passed 140-1.

In a telephone inferview, Clark explained the reasons for her vote, citing the difficulty in finding adequate building sites for schools. She also
emphasized the need to swiftly address overcrowding concerns, focusing on “safety, but also expediency, in getting things done.”

The bill has strong support from the City Council, however. Though the council has no legislative authority over the malter, last year its members
unanimously passed a resolution that called o both stats legislative bodies o act to pass bill A.8838.

The state Assernbly has already done its kalf, but the bill must be passed by the state Senate and signed by the governor before becoming law. To that
end, Sen. John Sabini (D-Jackson Heights) has introduced & bill that is the same as A.8838.

The bill has once again met with opposition, as some Senators work to pass a separate bill, introduced by State Sen. Frank Padavan (R-Bellerose).
5.6393 would require the SCA to conduct docurnentary review and, if deemed necessary, a follow-up field investigation based on American Society of

Testing and Materials guidelines, The bill has the support of the mayor’s office and the DOE, and would also require the DOE and local CECs to make
the plan available for public review for up to 60 days, as well as 1o conduct a public hearing

Padavan has come under fire in recent weeks by critics who see no reason why schools on cxty-owzzed and leased sites should be reviewed any
differently.

Councilman James Gennaro (D-Fresh Meadows), one of Padavan’s more cutspoken critics and his presumptive opponent for stale Senate in 2008, said
in a joint press conference at City Hall on April 28 that “Padavan and the Senate majority should be ashamed of themselves for Ietting this bill get
watered down and die in Albany.” Gennaro was joined by Councilmen Robert Jackson {(D-Maxrhattan), Eric Gioia (D-Sunnyside) and John Liu
(D-Flushing).

in a statement, Padavan, like the DOE and the mayor, said that his “number one priority has been and will always be safeguarding the health, safety
and well being of our children,” adding that his second priority was “to continue the recent success the (DOE) has achieved in significantly reducing



In Wake of Council Scandal, Quinn Offers Néw

Rules

By GRACE RAUH, Staff Reporter of the Sun
May 8, 2008

FTHE SPEAKER QF THE CETY COUNCIL, CHRISTING QGINN » 1§ ATTEMPTING TO CAST HERSELF AS &
reformer at City Hall by announcing extensive new rules to govern the council's budget process amid a

growing shash fond scandal.

The rules call for local organizations to meet a host of requirements before they are included in the city's
budget, including demonstrating that they have the ability and experience to deliver the services they say
they will with public fanding. |

The changes do not include an earlier proposal by Ms. Quinx to give control over the allocation of certain
funds to mayoral officials, which had been widely denounced by council members. Frustration with Ms.
Quinn's handling of the seandal had grown so great ameong some members that there had been talicabout
the possibility of her custer and inquiries from members about how to go about removing a sitting speaker
from office, according to council sources.

Yesterday, she appeared to have a solid grip on her seat, appearing with about 20 council membess to
present the new rules, which wili govern some $200 million in eouneil funding.

"We want to do everything we can between now and the end of June to restore New Yorkers' faith that their
tax dollars, when they go to fund community-based organizations, are going to fund Jegitimate
organizations that sre doing the important work New Yorkers need them to do," she said.

All organizations seeking funding and council members attempting to secure fording for local inltdatives
also will be required to sign conflict of interest staternents,

The couneil plans to appoint an independent compliance officer to make sure the rules ave followed and all
information submitted by local groups and eouneil members will be placed on a searchable Web site.

Ms. Quinn has come under fire in recent weeks after the disclosure that the council stashed millions of
dollars behind fictitious organizations in the city's budget. The budget practice has triggered a flurry of
news reports examining the disbursement of couneil funds and the organizations that have received public

maoney earmarked by council members,

New Yorkers have indicated that they do not believe Ms. Quinn and Mayer Bleomberg's staternents that
they did not know about the budget practice. Fifty-two percent of New York voters surveyed by Quinnipiac
University said the speaker knew the practice was going on and 46% said the mayor knew as well, ’
according to a poli released yesterday.

The poll alsc showed that Ms. Quinn's mayoral aspirations have taken a hit in the past two months. She
tied for fourth place in the mayoral poll with Comptroller William Thompson Jr., each pulling in 10% of the
votes. In a March survey, taken before slush fund scandal broke, Ms. Quinn won suppozt from :3% of

respondents.

The police commissioner, Raymond Kelly, came out as the city's top pick for mayor, with 23% of New
Yorkgrs saying they would most likely vote for him next year in the most recent pbll. He has not said he is
running.

Rep. Anthony Weiner, wh‘o is running for mayor, picked wp 16% of the survey's votes, while the president of
Brooklyn, Marty Markowitz, collected 13%. Public Advorate Betsy Gothaum won 6% of the votes.

Mr. B]oo}mbg_zrg said yesterday that whatever the councilis doing is "a good idea.” He also said that he
didn't think it was proper to characterize the council's budget practices as "abuses.”

"“They're just practices that evolved over years and in retrospect they should have been caught and
changed," he said.

The budget rules would require any groups seeking funding of more than $10,000 to have a federal tax
identification number, demonstrate the experience and capacity to deliver services, and in most cases,
register with the Attorney General's Office of Charities. Council staff will review any organizations sealdng
less than $20,000.

The counet] also is expanding the information it publishes about organizations and the council members
who secured funding for them in a public budget document, known as Schedute C.
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New Jersey.

roe
A

e ;‘,‘ig:{ e

BY Tadd PHr, USATODAY

Tearing it up: Workers scrape off the oid art#ficial tuf from Lions’ Stadium at The College of New Jersey in Ewing after concerns were raised about lead contarmination.

Concern about lead prompts further questions

By Michael McCarthy
and Steve Berkowitz
LSA TODARY

Since the 1960, artificial turf has been instalied on
sports fields acrgss the nation, touted as a more dura-
ble and cost-effective alternative 1o grass.

Jersey as much as a decade old or more have been
closed because of concern about high levels of lead in
the turf Bbers.

The threat of iead contarnination in old turf hias giv-
en a fresh platform. to those raising red flags about
newer types of artificial wif, These surfaces ofien in-

clude bits of recycled tires — known as

Barly synthetic surfaces — such as the “erumb rubber” — among the turf blades
short-bladed AstroTuef - have given way QOVEE Smﬂ’}[ 10 provide a cushioned surface. They have

in recent years to Jonger-biaded versions
designed fo be softer and help prevent injuries.

But there are increasing concerns that some syn-
thetic fields ~ particularly fraying Astrafinf surfaces
that have been i place for years - are contaminated
with lead and could pose a health hazawd to children,
athletes and others who use them.

A half-dozen artificial felds in New York and New

been nstalfed at thousands of schools,

public parls and Indoor sports faclitles across the
country, and mare are scheduled.

The guestions about both types of artificiaj turl have

created ripples nationwide, prompting a federal in-

vastigation of artificial surfaces and raising anxiety

Please see COVER STORY next page &

., Compare;

s Seeold

and new
versions, 2C

b Precautions athletes can
tale, 2C

> Lisf ofdosect artificial furf
fields, 2C
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Not if mse: Erank Sinatra Park in Hobaken, NJ., is one of six fietds that are closed because of concerns about high lead levels found in the turf Rbers. Federal agencies are looking into the safety of both older and newer fields. P 5 . ’}/
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Responding to a request from
Calilornda State Sen. Abet Maldona-
do, Attorney Gengral Jerry Brown's
office says it will study whether
signs should be posted near syn-
thetic felds warning that users
could be exposed to foxic chem-
icals. The Lalifornia Integrated
Waste Management Board as told
Maldonade it plans to evaluate
whether crumb rubber fields re-
tease dangerous chemicals — or
cause abrasions and bacterial in-
fections more serfous than thase
occurring on a natural surface. A

Closed fields

Artificial turf fields at 5ix fo-
cations i Mew York of New
Jersey have been closed be-
cause of possible high levels of
lead. Their locations:

» Jersey Clty: Cochrane
Stadium at Caven Point!

v Hoboken, 4] Frank Si-

Continaed from 1C

among health and elected officials,
some of whorm wark to bar new in-
staliations until government agen-
cies study the potential heakth risks
and environmental hazards,
“They'e in high scheols, univer-
sir{)stadiums, public parks. Se it's a
public heaith issue,” says Rep. Resa
Delauro, [-Conn,, who helped
grompt the U5 Envicomnental
Protection Agency to get volved.
|t i5 mmore than the lead fssue. I's
the crumb Tubbes” in the new
types of il

Says New Jersey Assembiyman
fofn Rooney, A lide foresight is
Worth a hell of a lot of regret down
the road.”

The aptificiaf turf industry fas
Leen trying to Teassure current and
prospective customers ¥S producls
are safe while pointing cut the
newer genecation of turl helps find
a use [or rifiions of used tires.

So [ar, the cancern about lead is
focused mmostly on older, nylon

fiekds built by AstroRufs former
1)5. owner, Southwest Recreational
Incusstries, which went out of busi-
ness in 2004, During 2 news con-
ference Monday in New York, the
cucrent marketers of AstroTurf said
their products and those matketed
by Southwest Recreationzt Indus-
tries are safe.

“in the Jast couple of weels, the
sclence {showing rurf I safe} is be-
ing trumped by the perception, the
fears, the uncertainty and doubts,”
said Jon Priichety, chief executive
officer of GereralSports Veoue
(GSV), the exclusive ficensee for
Astraurd in the USA.

The closed fields include four
New Jersey surfaces — in Jersey
City, Mewark, Haboken and at the
Callege ofNewjerse{ in Ewlncg - 35
well as a high schoof feld in Cice
§4. that were found o contain
high levels of tead. Ancther closed
high school field in Liverpool, NY.is
being tested.

New fersey health officials dis
covered the fead, used in pigment
to color some fields, in the turf fi-
bers. Iids and athletes could be ex-

osed by inhaling or swallowing
ead-laced turf Bbers or "cust”
lcked up by those playing on the
fietds, state epidemislogist Eddy
Bresnilz says.

‘Thote have been Ro known cases
of fliness attributed to the fejds,
but at east four of the closed fields
wilt be torn up and replaced with
new artificial surfaces,

. Eisewhere, towns have begun
limiting access to artificial tuef
Helds by young chibdren, who are

most at risk from exposure o lead, -

whiich can cause brain damage and
even death,

Artificial turf

Are the artificial turf fields
that you of your kids playen
safe? The US. Conswumer Product
Salety Corpenission and US. En-
vicopmental Protection Agency
have launched 4n ivestigation
to find out, and they hope to re-
lease their findings this suomer,

Meanwhile, parents and ath-
letes concerned about fead in
such fields can take precautions,
say Eddy Bresnitz, deputy com-
missicrer of the New Jersey De-
partment of Health and Senior
Services, and Dale Kemery, an
EPA spoiesman,

» Wash hards, face and bed
a%‘tedr playing on an astificial tu

eig.
v Take off clothies worn on
synthetic surfaces inside out,

then wash separately.
b Field custodians should wa-

precautions

ter the fields belore and after
they'te used to reduce dust
raisad by heavy play.

» Before having a surface
installed, schaols and towns
shouid ask vendors to test the
turf for potential contaminants
in the material, including trf -
bers and infill,

» 1f a Field is found to have
high leag levels, consider limit-
ing access by the most yuiner-
able popation: children young-
erthané.

“EPA recominiends thiat any-
one who believes they may have
been exposed to hazardous lev-
els of lead shoutd consult with
thiiﬁghysician," Kemery says.
“Chitdren under age 6 are maost
at 7isk from exposure o fead.
Consuit your doctor for advice
o testing your children.”

In Montville, Mj, for example,
kids under 7 wil not be permitted
to play on two atificial turf fields
that registered unsafe kead lovels,
pending further testing, township
administrator Frank Bastone says.

Children under G are “most at
risk from exposure to lead,” says
Dale Kemery of the EPA, whith
along with the 5. Consymer Prod-
uct Safety Comimission {CPSC) has
waunched an investigation of artifi-
clal tust fields,

O tatf triggers questions

The origingl AstroTucf installed at
the Astredome in Houston in 1566
was & hard, carpet-like sucface. &
quicidy spread throughout the NFL
and Major League Baseball because
itgave multi-use stadiums a consis-
tent playing surface and was easier

and dieaper to maintain than Brass.

Today, those old rugs have largely
fatien; by the wayside n stadiums
wed by professional 'and caliege
teams, The carpets have been e
placed in such arenas by natural
grass and newer, more sopliisti~
cated types of artificial turf .

However, at sorne smaller stadi-
ums used by high schools, on glay—
grounds and othes places, old As-
troTurl remains.

The newer fields usually are
wade from polyethylene and pofy-
propylena, plastics commanly used
To make everything from grocery
bags to food contaipels, as well a8
nvlon or a mix of materials. The
Helds imimic the look, feel and foot-
ing of natural furl, and they often
feature longer strands of plastic
“grass" and crumd rubber from: fe-
cycled car and Lruck tires. These tir
ny bits of infill provide a springy
cushion far kids 2nd weeltend war-
siors and can be kicked up just e
dirton a natutal grass fleld.

The national investigation by the
CPSC and the ERA will focus on all
icnds of turl, not iius*c aylon, CPSC
spokeswoman Juiie Vailese says.
The agency already Is coflecting
wiif samypies and expects o issue
yepost by early summer. “Our focus

is on the risic to exposure from

Meanwhile, The concern over
fake tucf has tiggered efforts &
lagislators in five states to get stud-
ies of potentiat healil: and environ-
mental hazards done, Several
scheols and rmunicipalities pation-
wide also are testing their felds.

There are 3,500 full-size, artifi-
cial fields in the USA, estimates
Rick Doyle, presiclent of the Syn-
thetir Tusf Counci, a teade group.
Such turf accounts for 900 to 1,660
installations a year but does not in-
chude smaller Surfaces such as (rac-
tice fields and playgrounds.

Nel auro and other officials wor-

{ ry about kids and athletes inhaling

or swallowing the small rubber pel-
tets. Erwironmentalists also Pave
cited the pellets as 4 concern, ques-
tioring whether compounds from
recycied tire fubber can run off the
wrf and poflute rivers, lakes,
streams and grovndwatar,

Some colleges, cluding Ohio
State and Westetn Carofina, are
having their synthetic fields tested,

Separate blls i the New York,
New Jersey and California legista-
tures would bian the instalfation of
rew fields until the completion of

comprehensive health and environ-
mankal studies,

Connecticat Senate Minority
Leader Joha McKinney said
Wednesday that he is workiag with
the comnissioness of the state’s
depattments of public health and
envirormental protection o find a
way to use existing fonds for 2

study. In New York CI Public Ad-
Gothaum has caile

for ar: metiate morateriuln” on

it instaliations vl the city com-

?Eetcs a study on their “adverse”
health effects.

bill by Minnesota State Rep, Phyilis
Kahn also calis for a health study on
the impacts of crumb nssber wse.

Ristes overbiown, Industry says

The artificial turf industry says
the controversy is based mostiy on
scientifically flawed attacks and

natra Patl

+ Mewark: lronbound
B-Field*

» Ewing, Nr[.: Lions' Stadi-
um, Colege of New Jersey!

v Liverpool {(N.Y.} High
School?

» Licero, MN.Y.: Michael 3
Bragman Stadivrn, Cicero-
North Syracuse High School?
1 - Aeldbolngrepiaced

- RendingLest ssuils
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sensationatized claims of the risks

associated with turf, At least ane
coach agrees that the jssue has
leer blown oyt of %mport%on.
"Nobody talks about 2l the ra-
don in the soil, and there are iids
playing on that every day, breath-
ing it in,” says Mark Zirmertsan,
an assistant football coach at

¢ MeQueen ﬁi%h School in Reno.

Ong artd cial turf maker is
changing its manufactuing process

| toremove potential toxins,

Stephen P Nog, president and
CEQ of Spartexe Construction Ser-
vices, which has installed more
that: 200 fulb-size fields in the last
three years, recently posted 2 note
an the company's wiebsite saying "a
few colors” of s products “were
produced using low Tevels of lead
chromate-based pigments. ...
Guing forward Sportexs wil not be
offering these heavy megal based
colar choices. We intend to sub-
stituze alternative colors based on
non-heavy metal based pigments.
... Although we do not see 2

health risk in the current products,
we beligve that this is the Dest dedi-
sion for &} of our constituents.”

GeneralSports Venue owner Mi-
chael Dengis says he has a contract
to rip up the dosed field in Newark
and replace it with a new "Pu.
reGrass” system with lead-{ree ay-
lon Rbers. The company also wil
install a lead-free artifical basebalt
Reldin tha city.

Shira Miller, a spokeswoman for
the Synthetic Turf Council, said via
e-mail Wednesday that manufac-
turers have beer coming together
tp share information about stan-
dards and, "The 57C welkeomes the
involvernent of the Censumer
Product Safety Conwmission, the
EEA and other groups since we are

confident their scrutiny will an-

swer the question of safety issues
once and for alt.”

FieldTurf Tarkett dominates the
artificial turl industry with 1,900
US. fields, Ten NFL teams play their
home games on the Company's
products. The Montreal-based
company has won the cantract o
seplace the closed field at Hobo-
ken's Frank Sinatra Park, The poly-
etlylene FieldTurl surfaces checked
by Mew Jersey health officials con-
tained tace amounts of fead and
were doemed nat harmful.

FieldTurf executives are frustrat-
vd that their pelyethylene products
keeg getting lurnped In with nylon
fields buijt by a company that's no
longer in business.

“Our fields were lested and
faund to be about 50 times below
what the LS, Consumer Product
Safety Commission allows in Mr.
Protato Head or in Lego,” CED Joe
Flelds said in a statement.

That's pood news, New Yotk
state Sen. jirn Alesi says. But he
wants more pioof before accepting
the opinion of iranufacturers or &t
dustry-paid scieptists, "we need to
have someone that's not selling us
the product teff us that s safe” be
says. "If what they're saying 15 e
lievable, then fhere's nething
wrong with the old Ronald Reagan
approach: trust but verify”

The New York Departient of En-
vironmenzal Conservation has
jaunched a study ta “assess the po-
tentia environmental Impact from
crumb rubber a5 an infill material,”
spokeswoman Lort 0'Connelt says.

The upfront costs {0 install a syn-
thetic field run from $4G00C0 to
several million dofiars, But the
fields can last 10 years o more and
withstand the kind of non-stop

pounding that would urna natural
grass field to dirt.

The operator of at jeast oneof the
fields closed recontly says be has
“no cheice” but to seplace & with
anather synthetic suriace. Densely
poputated Urban areas have o use
Hrtificial fields, says Bob Hurley, di-
ractor of parks and recreation for
Jersay Ciy, which has shug down its
11year-eld AstraTurf fiesd in Coth-
rane Stadium at Caven Point after
finding lead during testing.

The [ake rass A0OWS jocal teamns
to "p]a?( wwrice as many” football,
{ paseball and soccer games, SDYS

urley, 3 weli-knows high schoal
s basketball coach at St, Aatho-
ty, “Ifit sains, alf an hour later ev-
erything has soaked through and
we're able to play.” )

1eff Tittel, divecior of The Sietra
Cliih of New Jersey, 5ays public offi-
cials and edugators should be in the
business of protecting children, he
says, nol squeezing i as many
gamesa.spossibie. )

Says New York City's Gotbaum:
“|f there's no potential jong-terh 87
shortterm efiects that arer't too
seriaus, we'll be the first to get out
there and say, 'Hey, it's QK. Bvery-
fody get out and play’ It be the
first person to do that. Butim not
there yet.”

Coptributing: Tom Ankner, Tehand
Schneider and Abbott Koloff of the
(Morristawn, W) Daily Record;
Chris Joyner ef The (fackson, Miss)
Clarion-tedger, Matthew Daneman
oF the Rochester{]N.Y.) Demograt
and Chronicle; lordan Schrader of
the Asheville{ C.e Citizen-Times,
1efi Martin of the (Sioux Falls, 5.0}
Argus Leader; Jell Delonig of the Re-

o Gazetie-journal



A field-level look at artifici

by the former owner of AstroTurf, Public officials alse are col
in some newer artficial field surfaces. A look ata newer po
AstraTusl surface from nearly 15 yeats ago:

Field Turf's current infill system
(Representative of newer artificial turf systems)

Tarf
Polyethylene mongfiiament “blades of grass” have
spines That run vertically through the center of
aach filament to resist matting and stand up to
foot traffic. Other companies use different materisls
or lengths, some of which are sparkspecilic.

| \_{.
) i

X Rty
mches W

Enfill The fibers are st

Questions are being raised about friph Jeadt Jevels that have been found in some older,

R
.

deats s alel
i
S
M

A e e bk
EATIST )

Sty
S vtragdhet

ol turf

nylon artificial fields instalied
acerned about the use of crumb rubber [rom recycled tires
lyethylene surface from industry leader FieldTurf vs. an

Astroturf circa 1994

(Representative of elder artificial tul systems)

Furf

“Rlades of grass” are made
of halfinch nylon fibers.

permeable asphalt
Asphialt, 3 inches deep, alfows

itched to

Wade of washed sifica sand and 1ud-
ber From recycled tres ~ approxi-
mately 26,008 tires' worth in a full-
sized Field, The rubber is frozen and
shattered to male smooth particles.
Other companies use rubber that is
processed differently of use different
materials.

FieldTurf's drainage system

b The field is crowned.

& Beneath is a fayar of cr
drains spaced 4 to 6 [eet
deep, depending on the field,

ushed stone with

the polypropylene backing

* water to drain through it,

The system is instafied over a prepared ficld:

apart and 2 1o 3 feet

in rows spaced tolet cleats
penetrate the infili and
peovide traction without
causing injury. The back of
cach row of stitching is
coated Lo malke & perme-
able and create drainage
channels.

p There is a new version of
Astrofurf for field hockey,

" pstroTurf's drainage system
The systeen is installed over 2 prepared field:
1 Loose gravel, 6-8 inches deep, facilitates
drainage.

I Pipes with holes on Lop and sides
reaning within the gravel carey
away water.

Sousces: Astrotard industaes {1924); PloidTeel Tarkelt; USA TODAY sescaraht

By waH] Getles, USATOOAY Pﬂ ' “



<Datelme Thumday, May 08, 2008
-Lega! toopholes Keep Parents in the Dark?
'-By Henrick A. Karoliszyn
i Shouldn't parents know if 2 school is being built on toxins?
'?ublrc Advocate Betsy Gotbaum thinks so. Gotbaum wants ;.
to patch a leophole, she says, is puncturing the local
‘schoot system - including Tech High Scheol in Long Istand
:Ctty and the Robert Wagner Schoot in Hunters Point,

: Specifically, a recent report detailing a discrepancy in the
;:Public Authorities Law {PAL), aliows the School  Construction
fAuthority (SCA} to open education bulidings on potentiaily
E*.:crataminated grounds that could pose 2 health threat for
Eschool children.

§When the SCA builds & new school on property it owns,
,state law requires that It submit 2 site plan to community
board and give the City Coundil the opportunity to vote on
;the plan and conduct & public environmental review.

‘lﬂowever, because of the ambiguity in the law, when a new
school js being created on a leased site, these
requtrements do nob apply. Even when there are known
*toxms present, there may be no public environmentai
‘revlew of the site, nc opportunity for ‘public fzedback, and

;no Council oversight.
| Gotbaum wants to change this. i

1:She said the city is opening schools on teased sites that
%couid be dangercus without City Councii oversight,

=Gotbaum stated the lssue 2t hand is not whether or not
‘schco in Queens necessarily pose an Immediate threat. b ,
‘Hcr concern s to ensure that parents know when there is H

i@ potentially contaminated site. “Parents shoutd have &
.nght to know,” she said during a conference call with
‘repcrters tast week, “Communities need to be notifiad.” :

‘Wlth that Idea she wants to pass a bifl that will allow for
céearness That would be her subseguent step after drawing :
‘attentlon to.the cause. Gothaum insisted she would be able
‘tn ¢lose the hole in the system with the law.
EShe outlined her plans to do it

Thgse inlflude'd Council oversight of leased properties, having an cutside consnltant
review the city's environment testing results, and availability of onli i itori

. : online public re :
that list contaminated school grounds, ' ¢ ! Fepostiones

Additionally, when the SCA. leases an existing facilit { jtdi

] _ v or constracts a new buitding,
Gol.haum believes it should follow the rules by conducting a public enviromnentalg
Teview.

“\?th?ls it co;nes to our children's health, we can't afford to make poot decisions,” she
sal tate law must be amended Lo require a public process and en

vironm
of leased schoo? sites.” b enalreview
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City Officials on Investment Trip

By MICHAEL BARBARO

BELFAST, Northern Ireland — City Hall is headed to Belfast.

About a dozen top New York City officials and staff members, including Speaker Christine C. Quinn of the
City Council and Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, are landing this week for a government-sponsored

investment conference.

The trip comes at a politically delicate time for Ms. Quinn, a likely mayoral candidate who is trying to
maintain her good-government credentials amid a federal investigation into Couneil finances. Another
official with his eye on the mayor’s job, Comptroller William C, Thompson Jr., is attending, as is Public
Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

The visit underscores the city’s growing stake in the economic revival of Northern Ireland.

In April, four New York pension funds pledged to put $150 million into a private equity fund focused on
infrastructure projects in Northern Ireland, the largest public investment in the region to date.

Such an investment would have been unthinkable even five years ago, but in 2007, the Catholic and
Protestant political enemies here agreed to share power in a regional government, putting aside decades of
violent opposition.

Mr. Thompson, who as city comptroller oversees the pension funds, said the creation of a stable government
had made Northern Ireland “an excellent investment opportunity,”

Mr. Bloomberg and Ms. Quinn are attending the U.S.-Northern Ireland Investment Conference at the
invitation of Ian Paisley, the first minister of Northern Ireland, and Gordon Brown, the prime minister of
Britain. Mr. Bloomberg is to deliver a speech on Thursday to attendees, including executives from Citigroup,
Nortel and Allstate.

Before leaving New York on Wednesday, Ms. Quinn and the Council unveiled a series of changes to the
Council’s budget practices to make the system more open and less vulnerable to conflicts of interest.

Ms. Quinn announced at a news conference that organizations that receive a council member’s discretionary
funds of more than $10,000 must meet standards set by the city procurement policy, including having a
federal tax ID number. They must also register with the state attorney general’s office of charities (unless
exempt), and undergo a business integrity check.

For fund requests of $10,000 or less, organizations will undergo an internal Council staff review.



May 8, 2008
Bloomberg Gives Quinn A Lift To Belfast

Read inte # what you will, but Mayor Bloomberg has taken embatlied Councit Speaker Christine Quinp
under his wing on his whirlwing trip to Belfast.

The DN's Adam
Lisherg, who is in
Narthern Ireland to
covar the ¢ity
delegation at an
investment
conference, noted that
Quinn swooped into
town with Bloomberg
on his corporate jet
vesterday, while her
likely '08 mayoral
opponent, Comptrolier
Bill Thompson, and
scmetime-specuiated
candidate, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum, flew coach on Continental.

The mayor has defended Quini and her hanesty in the ongoing Councl siush fund scandal and aiso
insisled that the lion's share of public Rinds being allocated to nonprofits is fegit.

Upen arriving in Ireland, Quinn and Bloomberg visisted Belfast’s "Titanic Quarter,” a massive housing
and business development planned for the formar dockyards site where the doomed ship was buiit and
launched.

Quilnn has & personal connection to the Titanie. Her grandmothar, Helen Shire Callaghan, was &
12-year-oki ginl in steerage class when the ship sank, and managed to survive the tcy wrack.

"I've come with Christine Quinn, the speaker of our City Councl, whose grandmother came from
Northem Irefand and actually has a great history,” Bloomberg fold an assembled crowd as they
entered ihe posteard-perfect grounds of Stormont, the seat of Northem Ireland’s parliament.

"She came on a boat which didn't make it. But she did. And we're all pleased that her grandmother
did, or you wouldn't be here, | suppose.”

The U.S.-Nerthern kreland investment conference the city officials are in fown to atlend is designed to
show American business leaders and investors that Northern Ireland is now-safe, stable and open for
business.

A New York Stock Exchange subsidiary announced this merning that it will invest $6 million to expand its
software operation here to 200 employees, and Bicomberg |P - the financia! information firm founded by
the mayor - just posted s first full-time reporter in Belfast,

"Everybody wanis fo live in peace and be challenged, and work next to somebody who cares,”
Blogrmberg said this morning. "l think Belfast has a great future, and thal's why my company is
opening an office here”

The mayor and Cinn invited to the conference by First Minister lan Paisfey and Deputy First Minister
Martin MoGuinness, the Protestant and Catholic leaders, respecively, of Northem Irefand's
power-sharing govemment. Bloomberg is also representing President Bush at the event.

Thompson ang Gothaum, meanwhile, are trustees of the city pension funds, which recently invested
$150 miflion in Northern Irish infrastructure.

Bloomberg pald his own way on this trip. The govemment of Northern Ireland picked up the tab for hotel
rooms for Thompson and Gotbaum, Her office paid for her plane ticket, while the city pension fund
covered his,

Everyone has at least one staffer along {Bloomberg has several, plus securily, 25 per usuai). Gotbaum's
office said her aide is paying his own way.



5/ 9/08 It Happened This Week 6:00 pm

Every Move You Make

T ‘ _ = “3‘ e The police announced last week that they'd wrap
B e their reuznion tour in the city this summer, just as

a fortnight in which every little thing Hillary
Clinton did was magic came to a screeching halt.
Cur newly populist senator told Indianans that
‘Wall Street was to blame for 2l their mortgage
troubles, but Barack Obama’s investment in
North Carolina pushed his presidential delegate
count to an almost insurmountabie level. Married
Statern Island congressman Vito Fossella
admitted he has a chil@ with the woman he called
to bail him out after his DWI arrest. The
summer’s blockbuster divoree trial, starsing New
Jersey’s former First Family, the McGreeveys,
went into turnaround when the couple brokered
a potential settlement.

Public Advocaie Betsy Gothaum wondered why

only 4 percent of third-graders were suiting up
for gym ¢lass. Commuters were stuck when an N
train jumped the rails at 57th and Seventh. Miss
Brooklyn, the Frank Gehry-designed would-be gueen of Bruce Ratner’s ailing Atlantie Yards project, will now be repiaced with a shorter and
less statuesque “B1,” Madonna groupies lost their heads when Hard Candy hit No. 1. Jack Jordan, the loner who'd sent Uma Thurman
pictures of decapitated women, was convicted of stalking and aggravated harassment. (He'd insisted he was just flirting.} Monet’s Le Pont du
Chemin de Fer a Argenteuil sold for a record $4: miflion at Christie’s Impressionists sale, though the rest of the auction was a bust.

Photo: Mike Segar/Retiters

The Rockettes held tryouts at Radio City. A Columbia student said Eindsay Lohan boosted her mink from downtown club 30ak, and
paparazzi-photo evidence seerned to support her clabm, The Rangers were bounced from the NHL playoffs. And Gisele Blindchen momentarily
considered donning Wonder Woman's bulletproof bracelets at the Met's superhero-themed Costume Institute Gela — where Scarlett Johansson,
newly engaged to Ryan Reynolds, showed off a rock that evening honoree Superman might have straggled to budge. —Mark Adams
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Top News « NY1 Living

New York Delegation Continues Overseas Trip
May 08, 2008

Mayor Bloomberg, Speaker Quinn, Comptroller Thompson, and Public Advocate Gotbaum are among
the New York City officials attending the U.S.-Northern Ireland Investment Conference.

Bloomberg is in London today, where he met with the city's new mayor to announce an exchange
program between the two cities.

As part of the deal, officials will travel to London to help Mayor Boris Johnson design and implement
initiatives drawn from New York. At the same time, London lawmakers will share their ideas for
successfully reducing traffic and congestion.

Bioomberg is also meeting today with British conservative parly leader David Cameron.
The mayor kicked off his trip at a business conference in Northern Ireland yesterday.

He told the audience that Belfast could be a corporate hub if Catholics and Protestants can finally settle
their differences.

- Top News « NY1 Living

Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.
Copyright © 2008 NY1 News. All rights reserved.



Pt very year on Mother's Day I

E encourage sons and daughters to

do sornething nice for their moms,

Tike" ‘making them breakfast in bed or
heipmg out with the household chores.

* But this year, I say we give moms, and all
caregwers something more lasting: peace
“of mind, job security and the financial sta-
bzhty to care for loved ones all year round.

Carengers need all the support we
can give them. Governments across the
courtiry are finally beginning to address
caregivers’ struggle. In February, New
Jersey joined California and Washington
as the third state to pass legislation that

~provides paid famliy leave fo caregivers.
“But New York State, so often on the fore-
front of i mnovauve and progressive legis-
lation, ‘has yet ‘to pass our bill, the
:Worlung Famﬂles Time to Care Act.
- The ‘number of workmg caregivers is
__overwhelnung, and growing. In 2004, the
'Namonal Alliance for Caregiving estimat-
ed that there are 44.4 million informal
caregivers n Amenca and nearly 59 per-
cent worked Whﬂe providing care. In New
- York State alone there are 1.9 million peo-
ple providmg informal care to loved ones.
Half of caregwers report they have had to
make work-related adjustments in order
to help take care of their loved ones.

- With everythmg caregivers have to
worry ahout, they also face the stress of
potentially losing their job if they have to
_care for their sick parents or an ill child,

- It happens because the New York City
Human Eights Law protects against

'many classes of Workplace discrimina-
‘.Vtxon—wmcludmg digerimination on the
‘basis of race, color, creed, age, national

-origin, cztlzensmp status, gender sexual

orientation, disability, marital status,
parinership status and status as a victim
of domestic wolencewbut notlceabiy

-*absent is the category of | caregwer )
Workplace dlscnnunatmn against cire-

givers actually takes many forms, Workmg
moms get assxgned to “morny track” jobs
with lower pay; working dads get subject-
ed to unfounded performance evaluamons
after they reveal they are caregwers '

That is why I introduced a bill in 2007,
with Council Members Bill de Blasio (D-
Brooklyn}, Gale Brewer {D-Manhattan)
and David Weprin (D-Queens), to give
caregivers protection from workplace
discrimination. The Caregiver Bill (Intro
No. 565-A) would close a loophole in the
NYC Human Rights Law and expressly
protect working caregivers from employ-
ment discrinnation, '

In this context, the térm * caregwer
apph_es t0 a person who provides ongo-
ing care for a child for whom they have
assurned parental responsibility, or a per-
son who provides ongoing care to a fami-
ily member or partner suffering disability
or impairment,
 The Caregiver bill prohibits employ-
ment discrimination based on an individ-
ual’s actual or perceived status as a care-
giver, adding caregivers to the list of pro-
tected classes and requiring that employ-
ers make reasonable accommodations to
enable caregivers to perform and fulfill
the requirements of their jobs.

One caregiver who called my office,
Toni-Anne, was struggling to balance her
Jjob and her responsibility as a caregiver
and mother to her 18-yearold autistic
son. Toni-Anne fought to hang on to her
Job as her son'’s disease became more and

more demandmg, calhng our office When
she was ultimately fired from her job.

Toni-Anne is just ohe of nearly two !
million New Yorkers balancing the health',_"-f

| care of their loved ones and their jobs. As‘ :
'the number

: of New Yorkers requnmg,:i
care. mcreases _and the populatmn of |
mformal careglve rows, the City's -
Human Rights Law must be amended to N

extend protection - agamst employment'

dlscrlmmatmn ‘to all New Yorkers who
are actual or percewed careglvers
Although Neéw York C1ty has some of
the’ best anﬁ«dlscrunmauon laws in the i
country, this i is another. exampIe of where

- we have fa]Ieri'sadly behind. The District

of Columbla and Alaska ‘have enacted leg-

islation to expand protecmons in the work-

place. And, in Fe ruary of last year, both a

Senate bJH in Cahfonua andaHousebillin -

Pema.sylvama we ,mtroduced that would
prohibit workplace disérimination on the
basis of “Sarmilial statns.”

This Mother's Day, let’s show caregivers
how ruch they mean 1o us with rore than
flowers. We need to support our hardwork-
ing caregivers by encouraging local repre-
sentatives {0 pass the caregiver bill. Our
moms, and all caregivers, deserve it.  {@F1

Betsy Gotbaum, o Democrat, is the
public advocate of New York City,.
May 1z, 2otb




May 12, 2008
Weprin Hopes For Many Happy Returns

Councilman David Weprir, one of several 2009 comptrolier hopefids, is throwing himse!f a birthday
fundraiser at the South Strest Seaport this Thursday.

Weprin (whose actual birthday was last Friday) managed to comal an Impressive group of honorary
hosts, including, but not fimited to:

The man whose job he's after, Comptroller Bill Thompson; state Complrotler Tom DiNapoli; Gov. David
Paterson (who has been shunning politicat events as of late); the Democratic county chairs of Queens
(Weprin's home county); Manhattan, and Richrmond; everyone who has held the Council speaker's post;
Benate Minority Leader Malcolm Smith; Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum {maybe a cangidate in ‘09,
maybe not}; two borough presidents (incluting Manhatian's Scolt Stinger, who's eyaing a run for
something - who knows what - in '08); Central Labor Councll Executive Director Ed Ot and, of course,
his own brother, Assembiyman Mark Weprin.

(It appears e invites were printed prior to Apnil 4, because Dave Polial is st #sted as state
Damocratic Parly co-chair).

The invite makes mention of Wsprin's post as the Gouncli Finance chair - a position that has brought him
some unwelcome scrutiny amid the Council budget scandal,

As of the Jast Campaign Finance Board fiing, Weprin, who formally Kioked off bis campaign in Jarary,
was among the fop fundraisers for declared and potentiat comptroller candigates wih $1.57 million
raiged.

The fop raiser was Councilrnan John Liy (who hasn't declared his '09 intentions) with $2.20 milfion,
Tollewed by Councilwoman Melinda Katz {declared) with $1.88 miion and Bronx Borough President
Adalfo Cerrion (who dropped down to the complrotier cormpetition from the mayor's race) with $1.74
million.

When it comes to the question of cash on hand, however, the top two were Li {$1.81 million) and
Ceuncilman Simcha Felder {who has aii-but declared his infention to seek the comptrolier's office)., with
$1.36 milion.

untifled



‘| haif of the Blosmberg adminisira-"
“tion says that there s no selentil-;

By T E"&GTHY WELLIAMS
" Adraft report conductedo

ic ewden;;e hdt Synthetic turf‘
fields in New York pose major
health hazargis for people playing

" on ther.

. Crities, howeyer, said the study
by TRC Comparies; an enginesr-
ing, cousuiting and ‘construction

‘management company based in

Connecticut, would not quell con-
cerns about artificial tarf because
the analysis was only a review of
previous scientific studies ahd in-
ciuded no original research.

Jessica Scaperofti, a spokes-
woman for New York City's De-
partment of Health and Mental
Hygiene, which oversaw the
analysis, said reviewing only sci-
entific Hterature was “an agpre-
priate form for exploring this i is-
sue at this time.”

In recent months, parents’
groups and lawmakers, locally
and rationwide, have raised con-
cerns about potential heaith and
safety harzards related to artié-
cial turf fieids.

The surface has been used for
decades as a playing surface for
professional and collegiate ath-
letes, but has proliferated more
recently in public parks and
schigols around the nation as a
cost-effective, more derablé at
ternative to grass,

The ¢ity's parks  department

said that it had instalied 77 turf '

fields since 1997 and that' it
planned on putting in 23 more.

Betsy Gotbaum, the city's pub-

lic_advoeale, and organizations

including New Yorkers for Parks,
Riverkeeper, the MNatural Re-
sources Defense Coupcil and
New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest said. Wednesday that af-
ter reading thé report they had
decided to continde 0 calt for a
moratorium’ on mstallmg new
turf fields.

in a statement, the” health de-
partment sajd itwas “conducting
a review.of sciéntific studies’ to
better’ understand the potemtial
heaith effects for people who uge
artificial turf fields.”

“The department i5 shll re-
viewing comments from staff and
colieagues in the scientific-corn-
munity and expects the report o
he-released by the end of the
month,” the statement said.

Stuart Gaffin, an assetiate re—

-search sciéntist at the Center’ for

Climate Systems Research at Co- |
lummbia University, who has read

the draft-repert and whose re-
“search hds-focused on the heat .

that- synthetic’ turf fields gener-
ate, said the analysis was lesg
tha.n authoritative.

T wft seems that it was a good
college-student tevel Internet

database report,” Dr. Gaffin said. ’

“It is not definitive and should
not be the finai answer on this.”

TRC Companies referred ques-
tions to the healith department on
Wednesday.

The parks department de-
clined to comment. :

The draft report was obtained
by The New York Times from an
advocacy group, NYC Park Advo—
caigs,

At the beart of the dispute is
whether synthetic turf, particu-

lariy crumb rubber fields made

“frant, recycled tires, place

etes at-risk hecayse of the p;
ersce of jead and’ puiye.ych
matic. hydrocarbons, which
caused cancer and organ dam.
in animals and may be! 1 canger
risk to people i they are ex 05‘5:' d
over along period. -

Researchers, howevel ve

not determined canciusweiy hqiv ’

easily the hydrcca:bcns e whﬁ
are also found in toys apd atl;gr
matetialy — can be absoﬁs
the human body.

"Critics of the Tields a}sn say, ng}f
ereates "heat islands” that. -Ggm
climb as high as 170 degrees i
cause the synthetic surface qi
sorbs sunlight and emits hedlt.

There are also concerns that r.he' ’

fields may exacerbate the ris Jof
serious sports-related injurfes, «,!
Legistation banning new tGrf
fields has been introduced in the
State Legislature, and earlier this
week the California State Sendte
approved a bill ordering a health
and epvironmehtal study'of He
fields. ‘ *"i

The New York City study -—in‘ .

more precisely, a “literature re-
view"” ~ titled “A Review- of je
Potential Health and Safety” Rig] s
From Synthetic Turf Fields,” was
ordered last year by the heaitzh
departmant after it received] o
500,800 grant from the New Yq:ik
Commaunity Trust.

The 180-page report sto 3
short of making sweeping sta;e-
ments about the health nsks;éf
turf. Instead, it Eetmd that avaxb

.:f

Critics say an analysts
of a playing surface i

" not definitive.

able data either did not sﬁppgrt .

claims about many of the health
and safety hazards attributed to
artificial turf or that existing re-
search was inconclusive,

. For instance, while discuss;ng
one of the most hotly debated
claims ~~ that crumb rubb¢r
might be hirmful, especially to
children ~ the réport states, “In
this review, a health risk was not
identified as a result of i zngestxqp
dermal or Enha[atmn exposure 5“
crumb robber,” -

. several

. ergwth

At another point, the repo;t
says, “There is little mformatiqn
Tegarding the outdoor air COnegp-
trations of chemicals of ;mtenna%
concern at synthetic turf fields.”

The report, however, identifigs
potentially * harmful
chernicals found in tucf fields, jp-
cluding arsemc. 1ead and’ chgy~‘
sene.

“Arcmatic hydmcarbons m—
cluding toluene and xylene 1§o~
mers, were-among the chemicals
detected at the highest coregp-
trations,” thereportstated.

TFoluene is listed on the Wﬁb
site for the United’ States Dp-
partment of Health @nd Human
Seryices's Agency for Taxic qu
stances and Disease Registfy
The Web site says that "bre;{g
ing very high levels of toluene
during pregnancy- can resuft hid

children with birth defects aqd, -

retard mental  abilities, and,_

C MAY 5, 2603
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NY1 News

Weather: Warm and Sunny High 84

Top News « NY1 L:vmq

Study Finds Artuﬂcnal Turf Fields Pose No Health Problems
May 15, 2008

A new report released today disputes claims that artificial turf fields could be toxic.

According to published reports, a study commissioned by the city concluded there is no evidence that
artificial turf fields made up of recycled tires pose any serious harm,

The study did find that the amount of heat the fields give off could lead to heat stress and dehydration.
Critics say the report did not contain any original research and was only based on the conclusions of
previous studies. Parents and lawmakers have expressed concern that lead and other chemicals in the

recycled tires could pose a health risk over time.

The Parks Department has installed the synthetic turf at more than 90 athletic fields, and plans to install
more as a cheaper alternative to natural grass.

Meanwhile, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum is calling on the city to issue an immediate moratorium on the
installation of artificial turf, while conducting physical tests of installed turf fields for potential toxins.

Top News « NY1 Living




Public Debate Rages Over

s Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s term

closes in on Its fina} year, 5o does a

fiighly controversinl policy that has
given his administration near total controd
over operation of city schools.

Known as “mayeral control.” the policy,
impl ted by Albany la kers in 2002,
goes up for review in the stats Legistature
sext yeas, which will docide whether or not
to renew the policy onee Bioomberg leaves
office in 2008, As such, parents, educalors
and public officials ave reviewing the matier
in.aaticipation of the decision, on what is
arguably the most contentious and overarch-
ing aspect of the mayor’s education policy.

Mayoral control effectively took power
from district school boards: local, elected
bodics which, in concert with school super-
intendents, made decisions for their school
districts on everything from curricuiuim to
spending and testing policies. la place of that
system, citywide decislon making powers
werg vested in the '

ayoral Control In Schools

Criticsof {he policy are widesproad, howey-
er, some of whons call the DOES much-touted
successes Inllted at best, At forums held by
the commission, commenls by parents and
educators reflect & growing ond decply perme-
ating dissatisfaction with mayoral comirol.

Among one of the top concerns voiced
thus far addresses the difficudty in commu-
nicating districtsspecific needs to the BOE.
a centralized body. .

Gotbaum was al last mouath’s District 24
Commnity Education Council {formerly
known 18 e school board, but with next to no
decision-making powers), in Middie Village. At
the meeting, CHC 24 President Nick Comaian-
ni characterized the system a5 @ “dictatorslip™
witly “nio middle cunagement” The thousands
of students in his district “get lost in the wix of
32 schoo! districts” citywide, he said.

“We are not happy with the system,”
Comaionni said. “You have no community
voice, ne community say.”

Murge Kolb, a member of the Chaneel-
jor’s Parent Advisory Councit for District

24, agreed. “We're

city's Departinent of
Education (formerly
the Board of Educa-
Liew).

The sole check on
policy changes hand-
ed down by the DOE
was relegated to a
Bady of 13 members
known as the Panel
for Education Folicy,
comprised of five
borough represcnta-
tives -  ¢ach
sppeinted by his or

teusting the school
system to do what’s
right for out kids
uhd it's not happen-
ing,” she said,
“There’s no continu-
ity. It takes years to
get things done.”
She, like others,
cited o recent ban
on ¢ell phones in
schooals, and the
limited power of
the PEP, aof which
the majority of

her respective bor-
ough president —
and eight mayoral appoiniees. including
DOE Chancellor Joet Kiein.

The Conunission on Seheol Governce,
assembled by the city’s Public Agvocate.
3cigy Cotbauin, is at the torefront Of examin-
ing whether 10 extend the policy and, if so,
what changes coubd be made to improve it
Over the last severad months, the cenmission
has solicited feedback around the various
schuol districts smd comumunities, the results
of which it plans o present i its reconimen-
dations to the state Assembly’s Edugation
Committee this fhil, Aler hat, the fssue wilf
go to he state Legistiture for g vole,

The commission will vonclude iy public
outmach plrse af the gnd of the aonth with 2
hearing ot Queens Borough Fiabl in Kaw G-
dens on May 27 a6 ., 1o which atl aes
osted citizons ure ivited to atiend and voice
their opinions on the polisy,

The mayer and Klein have repaatediy
voicad strong support for the policy, Ina
speech at the Manhuttan [nstitute in Murch,
Kheln asserted that “mayoral suthority™ 15 a
“neesssary prevequisite” for success in
cducation. “Meaningiui schoal veform
takes streng wd bold leadership, and no
one has @ better shot at that than the
muyer” he argued, going on 0 site the cre-
ation of numerous new, small secondary
schools, wion coutract reforms. o more
rigorous tehuse revigw procc¥s. an
increased number of tity charter schoals
{from +7 to 80 since the poticy took hold),
and an overall increse in actouninbility as
penchinarks Tor the success of the progran.

tn the same speech, the chencellor cited
several statistics cempiled by the DOE,
showing incroased four-year graduation
cates, an increase in (he numbes of AP
exom-takers and kigher fousth-grade math
and teading $COres.

members are may-
oral appointecs, as
cxamples of problems engendered by the
centralized system, tmong savera! others,
She also criticized a degision-making
process she characterized as lacking in
tronspwency and in consideration For local
cancerns. “Bverything that comes out of the
DOE is spin, pubticity ond lies,” she said.

Transparcncy was apother major issue
al 1 committee mecting on May & lo hear
coniments fremt Borough president Helen
Mar s parent advisery board. Jeannic
Teavaris-Basini, president of CEC 30 {in
western Queens), quipped thal she would
need two hours™ to fully enumersie her
complaints, Specifically, she said there
wis o “conlliet of futerest for the mayer 1o
aversee the chancellor” and comg wngd
that supetintendesty hiad ne ove sight aad
CECs had ne real input, neeessary vle-
ments of getting things donc on the dis-
trict leval,

Dmytio Fedkowskyi. Queens” recent
appaintee to the PEP and former viee presi-
dent of CEC 24, recognized those concems in
a fnter intorview, "It been tie echo ol pai-
cnts over the last few youss .. that thers hias-
't been a local level of goveinance to corea
issucs within the district, and mayoral control
prolubits that front happeniag.” he suid,

Frdkowsky]. like some others, did not
neccssarily advocate scrapping the entire
system, bul supgesicd checks on the
mayor's and chaneellor's near-unilateral
authority.

“We don'l have proper checks and bal-
ances in place” e said, “f think that's what
this commission (on schooi governance) is
teoking for — suggestions, ideas, criticisms
or gven compliments ot what's going on.
And | think the majority of them have been
complaints (about) having an abuse of
power, nola palance of power” 18

WIRY 22, 200%




Pre-K System Fa ulted as Confusing to Parents

By JENNIFER MEDINA

A new application process in-
tended to simplify pre-kindergar-
ten enroliment has left parents
confused and angry about op-

tions for their children, New York

City’s public advocate said on
Wednesday.

The public advocate, Betsy -

Gotbaum, wrote in a letter to
Schools Chancellor Joel I Klein
that the “newly revised enroll-
ment process has created chaos
and confusion and parents re-
main in the dark about what

schiool their children will attend

| this coming fall.”

Parents of the 20,000 children
who applied for 23,000 pre-kin-
dergarten slots began receiving
letters over the weekend from the
Department of Education regard-
ing their child’s placement. Many
of those letters informed parents
that none of the schools they had
chosen were available, Ms. Got-

bawm said, even in cases where
there was no obvious reason for
the rejection. For instance, she
said, children were rejected from
programs where their older sib-
lings are enrolled, although the
new process is supposed to give
them priority. '

Ms. Gotbaum called on the
chancellor to immediately ad-
dress the complaints of parents
whose children were not placed
in a school of their choice, includ-
ing those who were told they
could not attend their local school
or the school of a sibling.

Andrew Jacob, a spokesman
for the Education Department,
gaid the problem appeared to be
affecting only families who had a
child enrolied in a public school.
Department officials would re-
view each of those roughly 9,000
applications, Mr. Jacob said.

“There are only potential prob-

“lems with a small minority of

people, but we are going through
all the applications where there
might be an issue,” he said. “We
will find a way to solve the prob-
fems that do exist.”

In January, Mr. Klein an-
nounced that he was scrapping
the patchwork of pre-kindergar-
ten enrollment procedures, call-
ing them “confusing, unfair and
difficult to navigate,” and said he
would replace them with a “sin-
gle, simple, fair process.”

Rather than submitting appli-
cations to a single school as they
had done in the past, parents this
year were required to submit a
single application, which was
sent to a data processing center
in° Willow Brook, Pa. Mr. Jacob
said that the department was
confident that there was not a
problem with the data entry, but
that some problems may have
stemmed from two different ad-
dresses listed for one family ora
simple mistake on the form.

M 28, 208
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Stunned parents are charging that‘

the Department of Education’s new

system for prekindergarten enroll-
~ment has wrongly denied their kids

coveted spots for the upcommg
. school year.

- Despite a clause that grants seating
priority to siblings of kids enrolled at -
a school, dozens of parents who as- .

sumed their applications were a lock

~-said they were shocked to receive re-’

- jection letters this week.

The Department = of Education
proxmsed seating. priority first to sib-
lings and then to kids zoned for a
school.

But Public Advocate Betsy _Got-

'baum said the DOE wasn’t abiding by

" those guidelines. “T am troubled by

! these early indications of problems.”

Department’ spokesman Andrew

~ Jacob said most complaints involved-

~ parents Wwho' wrongly -believed they
. qualified for priority placement or
* whose apphcanon data contained er-

Yors... - : Yoay Gonen
MAY 29,2008
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Pre-K picks not A-OK with par

Snubs sting after vows that students’ szblmgs would get spots

BY CARRIE MELAGO
. DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
GE’ETING A prekindergarten siot was supposed to be a
slam dunk for kids with older siblings already enrolied,
but some parents say i's just not happening.

Edueation- officials acknowiedge that they are prob ’

ing complaints from parents who believe they shouid
have received the priority.
“Y figured it ‘was & done -deal,” sald Gina' De ]a

Cheésnaye, who: expeated to send her younger datghter.

to Public School 154 i ini Brooldyn along with her oldér
sister. "Naw there are loto peop%e stressmg out ab i
itr - A ) o

W’hen officials switched toa cxrywzde prelundergar—‘

ten admissions system this year — instead of letting indi-
vidual schools kandle the Process m- they stipulated that
s:blmgs of current students would be given top priority
for the seats. © *

‘So with 72 prelcmdergarten seats.at PS 10 in Brook-
Tym, paiénts with oider kids there expected no problems
gerting s]ots That was befcre the regecnons arrived last
weskend.

“Thére dre nb -way 72 kids applied to bur school Who,
;-had siblings there,” said Maggie Stefiz, whose daughter .

Lulu'was rejected despite having an oiderbrother there.
Schoo]s Spozcesman Andrew Jacob said some stu-

[

dents could have been rejectedif educators were unable
1o verify that they had a sibling at the school — most like-
Iy because the current student's and the prekindergart-
ner’s addresses didn't match.

"Once we figure oul how many parents are affected,
we'li decide on the fairest way o solve #,” Jacob said,

gubim Advocate Belsy Gotbaum wrote # jeiter to
Schools Chiancellor Joel Kiein, yesterday, urgmg him to
iobk into the discrepancies.

“I am troubled by these eatly mdxcanons of prollems
in the new enrolimentsystem asTam sure you are, too,”
she wrote.

cmelago@nydsa l!ynéWs. com

My 29, 2008



Bloomberg.co

Second NYC Crane Crash in 3 Months Kills Two Workers (Update2)
By Chris Dolmetsch and Bob Ivry

May 30 {(Bloomberg) -- A construction crane collapsed on New
York's Upper East Side, killing two workers and demolishing part
of a neighboring apartment building in the city's second fatal
crane accident in three months.

The operator of the crane was pronounced dead at the scene and

another worker died later, according to the city Medical
Examiner's Office. One other worker was seriously hurt, Mayor

N Hichael Bioormberg said. Department of Buildings inspectors

B had shut down the crane, at 333 East 91 St. at First Avenue, for
A unsafe operation on April 24, with resumption of work approved

only yesterday, said city Public Advocate Betsy Gothaum,

i Tdare Protas etaib

" "What happened is unacceptable and intolerable,” Bloomberg said at a media briefing at the site.
'’ We do not at the moment know exactly what happened and why."

A March 15 crane collapse that killed seven people at 303 East 51st St., at Second Avenue, followed
complaints from residents about the site and led to the resignation of New York City Buildings
Commissioner Patricia Lencaster. Buildings inspector Edward Marguette was arrested and charged
with falsifying a record to show he visited the Manhattan construction site on a day when he hadn't been
there.

Today's collapse came at about 8:06 a.m. local time, the New York Fire Department said. The top
portion of the crane snapped off and fell, ripping out walls and damaging about a dozen floors of the
apartment building across the street at 354 East 91 St

Buildings Evacuated

That building was evacuated, as were seven others as a precaution, Bloomberg said. There were no
injuries in the neighboring buildings, he said.

"' We thought the March accident was a wakeup call for the Department, of Buildings and that a change
of leadership would bring a change in safety levels,” Gotbaum said in a statement. * “Now it appears
that instead of waking up, the Department of Buildings hit the snooze button.”

Donald Leo, 30, and Ramadan Kurtas, 27, were identified as the two men killed in the accident, said
Ellen Borakove, a spokeswoman for the New York City Medical Examiner's Office.

Construction worker Charles Bannerbie was on the top floor of the partly completed building, called the
Azure. He was building the frame for a concrete column about 15 stories above the street when the
crane began to move behind him.

' fI heard a sound like jron starting to burst," he said.

Inspectoré

Bénnerbie said he turned around, saw the crane start to lean, and then everybody started to run.
" If it had turned into the building, I wouldn't be here right now,” he said,

Inspectors * " check this out al} the time,” Bannerbie said. *° They are here every day. I can't say they



weren't here." . ‘ : .,

Don Miller, a spokesman for the Elmont, New York-based DeMatteis Organization, the building
contractor, said it was ' ' too soon to tell” the cause of the accident. He confirmed that the crane had
been inspected yesterday.

**We don't condone nor is it part of our business to cut corners,* Miller said in a phone interview. ° ‘We
adhere to all safety standards.”

New York Crane & Equipment Company owns the crang, according to Robert LiMandri, the city's acting
commissioner of the Department of Buildings. A man who answered the phone in the company's crane
rental office wouldn't comment.

Price Range

The Azure, to be 34 stories when completed, is being marketed as a cond-op, a cooperative property in
which owners will hold shares in a corporation that leases their apartments to residents. Prices will
range from $605,000 for studios to $4.87 million for a 2,800-square foot five-bedroom, according to the
Web site.

The building is on the northwest corner of 91st Street and First Avenue. Dozens of people, some in
tears, left the building across the street leading dogs and carrying bags of items they had grabbed from
their apariments.

Bran Schaffer, 43, a stockbroker who lives on the 12th floor, said he was in his apartment getting his
6-year-old son, Jacob, ready for school.

* ‘1 heard a tremendous bang, really loud,” he said. * *Immediately I knew it was the crane. The
buiiding was shaking. It was scary.”

Schaffer said that each day he walked by the crane, he was afraid it would fall.
* I swear I had that feeling,” he said.
Knew Immediately

‘tara Hamilton, 37, who lives on the 22nd floor, said she was returning to the building after walking her
two pit bulls,

* 1t was like an earthquake,” she said. * ' I knew immediately what had happened."”

First Avenue between 86th and 96th streets was closed, as was 91st Street between York and Second
avenues, police said.

* *There's no need to speculate now as to how this happened,” said Governor Bavid Paterson, who
joined Bloomberg at the site. * " It will all be investigated, but certainly these types of accidents are all
too frequent.” :

The March collapse resulted iﬁ 21 claims being filed with the New York City Comptroller's Office, o
accarding to spokesman Jeff Simmons. The claims request more than $366 million and cite personal
injury, property damage or wrongful death.

*~ Construction is a dangerous business and you will always have fatalities," Bloomberg said at the site.
* * Sadly, two crane collapses in a short period of time makes you think there's a pattern, but there is no
reason to think that there is any connection.”

The mayor is founder and majority owner of Bloomberg News parent Bloomberg LP.

To contact the reporters on this story: Chris Dolmetsch in New York at edolmeisch@bloomberg.net; '
Bob Ivry in New York at bivry@bloomberg.net.
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ir left foreground, searches the tangled debris after a crane collapsed. More coverage at nytimes,.com/nyregion. .

Officials Look at Equipment,

Not the Operators, fora Cause

Thig article was reported by Charles V. Bagli, Ken Belson and Wil
liam Neuman, and written by Mr. Neuman,

Investigators are focusing on a
bad weld as the possible canse of
an aecident on Friday in which
the top of & crane snapped off,
cerashed into a building across the
street and kilted two construction
workers, the city’s acting build-
Ings commissioner said.

Investigators were also trying
to determine whether a crucial
part of the crane — the rotating
plate that connects the cab and
hoom at the top to the tower —

_ had been removed from a differ-

ent construction job a year aga

| after developihg mr dangerous

crack; another city official said.
The thrust of the investigation

‘indicated that city officials Be-

lieve Friday's accident had a

very different set of causes from

the fatal crane collapse that oo~
curred In March: namely, that
the cofdition of the egaipment
rather than mistakes mada (n set-
ting it up were hehind the cragh.
After the March accident,
which occurred ‘on East Slst

- Street ‘and killed seven people,

ihe city” aggressively tightened
#s .crane regolations and in-
creased its inspections. But the
aew accident underscored the
difficulty of monitoring crane op-
erations simuitaneously at doz-
ens of high-rise construction sites
around the city. .

business and you will always

-have fatalities,” Mayor Michael

R. Bloomberg said at a news con-
ference. “Sadly, the two crane ac-
cidents, in a short period of time,
leok liite a pattern, but there's no
reasen to think there is any con-
nection.” He gaid the city wonld
have 10 examine its procedures
and regulations, but added, “We
have no reason to believe there
Continued on Page B3

.sure | this
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East 9lst Stredt
~ — Apartments.’
-~ Damaged

By JAMES BARRON -

This time, it was the top of the”
crane that fell. The huge plecds .
smashed into the penthoiise of 4 °
nearby building, then tore offa -
row of balgontes and plammeted

. 1othe street in a shower of bricks,

dust and debris, Two men, both |
workers, were killed, .t
It was the second time in lesy
than three months that 2 crane
had tumbled from high above ¢ -
construction site in New York
City: On March 15 an entire exang |
-~ 1t 1ower, cab and boom — col
lapsed thundercusly to earth an -
Bast §lst Street, killing seven.,
Then, as on Friday, city officlals.

‘began aninvestigation, ~ -

The Friday collapse otcorred
just after 8-gm, at the site of 3
tower at Sist Street and First A
enue that is to house Intermed;
ate School 314 and apartments.
Witnesses said the boom — thHe
long arm that hoists materials
onte the building's newly faid
concrete skabs — spapped off its
turmtable, the platterdike plat-
Torn: that helds the cab for the op-
erator, Then, witnesses said, the
cab and the boom'flepped to one
side. . .

‘They went into free fali, slam-
ming inte & corner of the 23-story:
building across §ist Street at No,
3854, shearing off balcontes and

leaving a tradl of poeckmarks as o

thiey clattered to the street. -

“It was like an earthquake;® '
said Tara Hamilton, who lives at
No., 354, "It was really bad, and it
felt terrible. f didn't know where
to rum, I inew it was thecrane.” .

Investigators were looking at
whether a bad weld had caused
the top of the crane to snap, a. city
official said, and whether theé
trntable was coe that had re-
cently been repaired after devel-
opingabaderack. . . -

“'The accident left New Yorkeys
with fresh Wworries about mdre
construction-site problems in a
city that is caught tipin a buildifg
boofiz —'a city where construes -
tion cranés have long been famil-
iar sights’on the skyline,. never

' ; . .- i moreso than in recent years, Angd-
“Construction jg a dangerous’

some of that worry turned toany
ger, especially with another accj-, .
dent.coming 50 5001, [
“You would think there woulg
be much stricter safety to make
wouldn't  happen
again,” said Brad Barnett, who |
also lives at 354 East 91st. Stredt.
“I mean, it's insane that this has.
happened twice. You know, 'f:
walk the dogs three, four tirhes4.
day, I'm always walidng undér,’
Contiried on Page B2 -
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ﬂ’x@\»-crane, -around the crane, I'm
always looking up, because, you
kiigiv, you get paranoid.”

““fhe dead men were identified
frithe crane operator, Donald
L5, 30, of Staten Istand, and-Ra-
niadan Kuriaj, 27, of the Bron,
angther worker on-the job. Mr
Kiftaj died of cavdiae arrest sfter
biibg taken to NewYorl-Presby-
terjan Hospital/Weill _ Corneil
Wedical ‘Center, the police said.
ed person was serjously in-

“¥The death toll from crane col-
lapses this year now stands ai
firie, with 28 people injured. No
ghinwas kilied in the elght crane-
rglated accidents last year; 10
nge huert, Fifteen peopie have
iéll in all high-rise construction
agejdents this year.

;ﬂvgayer Michasl R. Blocmberg
giemed to echo residents’ frus-
fgtion at a news .conference
down the block from whete
pieces of the crane still lay in the
stiget. “What'has happened is
upgtcepiable and intolerable,” he

11, the mayor said the crang
cen properly inspected, and
sistied at.the.notlon that
there wore lingering problems at
ey Departnient of Buildings,
Whose commissioner, Pairicia 4.
Lapeaster, resigned in the after-
ith of the March collapse. "1
dbity think you can say any-
thihg's wrong at the D.O.B,” the
mayor said. “D.O.B. didn't crashy
iEyas the crane that-crashed.
Aconstruction is a dangeroud
55, erid you will always
have fatalities,” the mayor said
lafés i the news conference.
the two crane accidents,
(%:) hort period of time, Jook ke
aipaztern, but there's 110 1easor to
thitik there is any connection.”
“But other officials quickly erit-
igized the city for not doing
enough about highrise aech
- denfs, “We thought the March ac-
cident was a-wake-up call for the
Department of Buiidings,” said
thii-city’s public adypcaté, Betsy
Gothaynt, “and that a change of
ieg‘dership would bring a change
inl ‘safety levels, Now it appears
* thatinstead of waking up, the De-
périment of Buildings hit the
stidoze button.”
“The city evacuated eight near-
b Huildings with Tore than 200
apariments total, but by evening,

S

G 7
+. Reporling for these arti-
+ cles was contributed by
“Charles V. Bagli, Al Boker, -
“Jaek Begg, Ken Belson, Sew-
ell Chan, Jason Grant, Bai-
bara Gray, Michael M. Gryr
bawm, John Horney, Corey
Kilgannon, Alexis Mainlond,
“Jennifer Maseia, Jonothan
Miller, Colin Moynihan, And-
had O°Conner, Michael S,
Schmidt, Maureen Seaberg,
Mathew R. Warren end

2 Workers Are Killed in 2n

The penthouse of the buitding across Blst Stre:

d Crane Cél_la%pse in Manﬁattan Sihcé Mdr'(':h:‘

-
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residents had been aflowed back
into all but one, 354 Hast Sist,

The March collapse ovcurred
while the crane was Dbeing
“inmped,” or faised (o a higher
level, City officials ordered 2

sweep of all cranes in the city and

said they woulkd reguire inspec-
tars to be on hand at construction
gites when a erane is jumped. The
Buiidings Department had just
ended that policy on Wednesday,
saying that it would switch 10
conducting spot checks and
“gafety meetings” for construc-
tion workexs.

‘The mayoer said that the crane
on East 915t Street was in use on
Friday and was not belng
jumped, That ocourred ‘just. jast
weekend, he said, and a Build-
ligs Department inspector had
Leen on hand to watch, He said it
appeared that the contractors on
9lst Strect had foliowed-city reg-
utations in assembling the crane.

City records indicated that
since then, sevexal callers to the
city's 311 hot line had conplained
. about relatively minor problems.
Cm May 7, an inspector lssued a
partial stop-work order after ob-
serving a defective or inadequate
safety. guard rail. That order had
been lifted by Thursday.

Carolyr Wilder

On.Mav 13, a caller complained

of unsefe construction, alleging
that bricks, sand and wood had
fallen to the sidewaik. An inspec-
tor Who went by on May 17 found
ne viokations.

A week later, a caller com-
plained about the crane jtself,
saying that the platiorr reached
over the sidetvall and into traific.*
As on’' May I7, an inspector
checked the site and concluded
there was ne viclation.

The mayor said inspectors

_(fity Hoom

Render dis-

cussions and
eyewitiess in-
terviews about
the crare aceldent, o proposal for

high:speed rail to Washington, @
antismoking canpaign and more .

blogging from the five boroughs:
aytimes.com/cléyroom |

were sent to the site again oR
Thursday to investigate reports
that the crane had improperly
hoisted material over the streel,
Once again, they found no vio-
Jations, -

Many who came and went in
the shadow of the constyuction
site, in Yorkvilie, said that aven
pefore Friday, they had worried
about another catastrophe ke
the one In March,

“My boylriend would always
walk by and say, "Something's.
going t¢ happen — that looks
rickety?” said Lovene Godlash, a
pharmacentical sales representa-
live who was getting dressed in
her .apartment across East Blst
Street when she heard what she
figured was a tractor-traller rum-
bling by
Then the building started to

jiggle. “The buliding just shaok,
sheek, shook,” said Nathan Coch-
ran, who lives on the 22nd floot of
Mis. Godlash's building. “I looked
oiit my windew and saw — I

“kmew what it was. The only thing

it could b -

The Buildings . Department
sald the new building sustained
no damage in the collapse.

Witnesses said the day had be-
gun life any other day on a con-
struction site, with workers in

- ard hats climbing to the floers .

they were working on. Then, just
after § ain, there was trouble,
and everyone on the site knew it,
A construction worker, Asia Gib-
son, 24, said she was working on
the 11th fioor. “1 heard the snap,”
she said, and when she tarned

and- looked, she saw that the
wrane was “jeaning back.”
* Then the cab — the Hitle booth

- lin which My Leo spent his days,
pulling levers- and working the -

controls — tlted. Ms. Gibsor said
she had waved to him less then

_an hour earlier, as he was olimb-
“ing in. Tever Griffin, working on -

the 131 floor, hesrd ~people
screaming and yelling. 1 thought
the floor above us was coming
Gawn,™ be said, He saw e crane
arm bepin to trn, and he saw Mr.
Leo try to steady it :
Another construction worker,
Rolivar Quiror, said, “We fooked,

and the crane was wavering back

and forth.” -7
And then it plunged. :
Caitiin Reeves, 25 Who lives in
a corner apartment on the 16th
floor of 354 East §ist Btreet, was

‘prushing lier teeth when she hear

the rumble. It was the sound of
the crane shcing off her balcony,
as she discovered whern she ran
into-her rgom and saw “pieces of
the wall and debris everywhere.”

She yelled to her roommates 1o

" get out. One of them, Hadley Jen-

sen, 23, said she felt & rush of
emptions as the building seemed
to shift.

“Tm from L.A., 50 ] assumed it

Construction worker:
hear a snap, then see -
the cabin and boom
waver and tumble.

was an earthquale,” she said.
sounded like there was a ht
crash on First Avenug, but i
we felt somsthing sheking !
pottom of the building.”

As pieces of the or
slammed to the street, some
hard they became embedded
the pavement, workers, pow
into the strest. Mark Walson,
an jronworker on the 14t fic

said that when they saw Mt §
in the wreckage, they reali
that, they wouid have fo wait
the " Fire Departmenl IeS
workers to arrive.
v couldn't get him out,”

Watson said.

* Baftalion Chief Richard Te
1o, the Fire Department’s on-é
chief at the scene, said it wa

- miragle” that more people W

not killed or injured, “It &
pave been a lot worse” if
crane had swung bn a differen
rection, and siiced across ¥
First Avenue.
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