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MANHATTAN: PANEL TO REVIEW SCHOOLS The city’s
public advocate, Betsy Gotbaumn announced yes-
' terday that she had appointed a panel to examine

the effectiveness of mayoral control over the city’s
public schools, The panel, called the Commission

on School Governanc
public figures, lfike S

€, includes several prominent
tephen Berger, who recently

headed a commission on closing and consolidating
hggpitals throughout the state, Other members are
Frank J. Macchiarola, a former city schools chan-
cellor, and Herman Badillo, the former congress-
man. The commission i expected to hold severai

hearings and make

recommendations sometime

Hext year. Ms. Gotbaum, a critic of Mayor Michael
R: Bloomberg and Chancellor Joel I, Klein, said the

commission would “indeperidently evalue” the

school midnagement

faw and “present 5 balanced

and impartial report,” The City Council speaker,

Christine C. Quinn, a

Iso announced yesterday that

the Council had formed its Own working group to
look at the effecti\géess of mayoral control,
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ity official piunges to death in killer elevator.” That might have been our
headline, but Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum developed a deep distrust of
a creaky car in the Bushwick Houses and walked down to the street,
That's what a fot of Bushwick residents regularly do. Residents fike Lil-
fian Milan, who died of an asthma attack after hiking 10 floors up because
the elevator was, as the expression has it, temporarily out of service,

New York City Housing Authority bosses remain in denial, insisting they're doing a
swell job with their elevators. But numbers dug up by the Daily News' Adam Lisberg tell
a distressing story. NYCHA's 2,700 buildings have 3,334 elevators. Last year the authori-
ty recorded 69,426 elevator failures. That's 190 per day. And, Teamsters Local 237 Presi-
dent Gregory Floyd informs us, there are barely 200 mechanics on the job — “far too
few,” he says, thanks to the “ruinous budget cuts” this page has previously noted.
NYCHA has imposed austerity measures; even 50, the agency faces a $124 million defi-

- it next year, Along with, we suppose, another 69,000 elevator failures.
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BY JOTHAM SEDERSTROM

" FHE BROKEN ELEVATORS at a Brookivn
public housing complex that apparently
led to the death of a tenant last month
are just one aspect of the atrocious con-
ditions ihere, according to pecple who
live in the project.

Rats, filthy hailways, flooding in
apartments, urine in the stairwelis and
excruciatingly long delays for house-
hold repairs also plague the Bushwick
Houses, tenants said. .

“IThe haliway on] my floor hasn't
been mopped for more than a month,”
said Bushwick Houses tenant asso-
ciation president Gioria Bonilla. “It's
eriough to make anybody upset because
robody Inthe building is cleaning up the
damn place.”

The infamous eight-building hous-
ing project Is under heavy scrutiny fol-
lowing the Aug. 20 death of asthmatic
tenant Lilllan Mitan, who died gasping
for air white climbing the stairs to her
10th-floor apartment after elevators
broke down.

But tenants said the problem goes
beyond the elevators.

“It's unsanitary to live here,” said
tenant Ana Gonzales. “The conditions
are howtible here, Terrible.”

Robert Robies said his father's first-
floor apartment has flooded five times
this year, most recently last month,
when the place was filed with 3 inches
of sewer water during a heavy rain.

During that storm, & brand-new
$300 carpet that Rebles and his father,

Tony Robtes, recently laid down was
destroyed, as were boxes of CDs and
DVDs and other items.

“When it rains heavy, every apart{-
tent on the first floor gets flooded,”
$aid Robert Robles, 38, who said alf
four apartments on the floor routinely
get soaked, “Every time."

Others, like MaryLou Ortlz, 42, and
Jasen Lopez, 23, bemoaned the gar-
bage-strewn stairwells and hallways
that have become living nightrares for
tenants to navigate.

Both tenants slipped in urine and
ook nasty falis while climbing stairwells
in their Flushing Ave. building. In each
case, the angry tenants were forced to
¢climb stairs because the elevators were
out of service, they claim.
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i Gotbaum (r.) checks
out Bushwick Houses
with tenant association
president Gloria Bonitla
(L). Photo by Todd Malsel |

“ had to scrub myself with peroxide
before the ambulance came,” said Ortiz,
who was treated for bruises at Woodhull
Hospital following the Aug. 24 fal.

City Housing Authority spokesmian
Howard Marder said one caretaker is
assigned to malntain and clean each 13-
story building in the Bushwick Houses,

He also said the agency is trying
to address residents’ concerns about
rats.

“We don't provide round-the-clock
janitorial service, so beyond the care-
takers' daily shift, during the evenings,
and on weekends, we count on resi-
dents to properly discard their garbage
and to not cause unsanitary conditions
in the buildings that are their homes,”
Marder said,




hits

'BY CARRIE MELAGO
DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER

HELP IS NOT just a phone call away for
parents of some city special education stu-
dents, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum
says. B

. About half of the 45 calls made to the
city offices designed to assist parents of
kids with special needs were not an-
swered or returned, according o a report
- released yesterday by Gotbaum’s office.

Parents of special-education kids ech-
oed the complaints in the report.

“The most frustrating thing about my
whole ordeal is that you cannot get any-
body on the telephone,” said Elizabeth of
Queens, whose 6-year-old son is partially
paralyzed.

Elzabeth, who asked to be identified
only by her first name, said school offi-

cials told her that her son would be put in

first grade in a new school with a small stu-

dent-to-teacher rafio. She learned in late
August there was no room for him in the
class.

After several weeks of calling a city
Cominittee on Special Education office,
Elizabeth was finally told Wednesday that
a new school had been located for her son,
she said. ‘

The city Education Department said
some phone nwmbers for CSE offices
were not updated when the department’s
new Web site was launched several weeks
ago, but the errors are being corrected.

Still, education officials said the CSE of-
fices are intended for parents of kids who
are new to the public school system. Offi-
cials encouraged parents o resolve prob-
lems through school-based special educa-
tion teams. cmelago@nyadallynews.com
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Casero de
contra la pared

Harlem

B S
3% Benuncla de abuses. Inguilinos de jos edificios pinnacle de Harlem han'hecho vasias
protestas. s Conesiad

Edwin Andrés Martinez Tutek
edwlimartine@heynye.rom

NS 5o, RURVA YORE

1 dueiic de varios edifi-
Ecios en Haglem podria
tener un nueve dolor de
cabezasiunacorte autorizala
inclusién de 21,000 inguilines
. en una demanda instaurada
en 5U contra hace dos meses
por un pequefio grupo deresi:
dentes.

Ast lo dic a conocer

daf: a Phblica Belsy
Gotbaum, quien explicd
que la peticién fue presen-
tada para actualizar la de-
manda gue se sigue contra
el grupo Pinnacle y el due-
fe Joet Weiner para con-
" vertirlz en una accidn o
lectiva con todos los ingui-
linos gue viven en los edi-
ficios de su propiedad.
En julic pasado, un gru-
po de habitantes de lzs vi-
viepdas de Pinnacle de
Harlem interpusola aceibn
" Tegal 2 nivel federal sefia-

lando cargos de crimen or-
ganizado cometido por la
compania. Los inguilinos
adujeron que )a compaiia
no sole falld en su obliga
cifn de proveer reparacio-
nes de calidad en sus apar-
tamentos sino que ademas
viold leyes de remta esta
bilizada, practicd desalo-

jos ilegales ¥ acosé a ma- -

ehos arrendatarics para

gue abandonaran sus vi-

viendas y asi aumentar los
precios de alguiler.

Un vocero de Pinmnacle
diic que 1as acuszciones que
1os demmandantes han hecho
no tienen validez ¥ en es-
pecial negé gue hayan pre-
sionado 2 los inquilines pa-
rz abandonar sus aparta.
mextes. .

Tna fuente cercana ‘at-

pleito legal gue se eva en

* la Corte dijo gue Ins repre-

sentanfes de Pinnacle es-

tabar: tratando de pegociar,

con sds demandantes inj-

clales para no teper que
asumir un juicio Pero abio-

* ra, si la Corte acepta Iz in-

clusién de los 21,000 Inqui-
linos, las cosas se le po-
drian poner coior de hor-
miga a la compafiia porgue
el impacto seria maydx:

Lo
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NEW YORK CI

Push on
to promote
bike safety

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

City officials announced a $1
milion bicycle-safety cam-
paign yesterday intended to re-
duce the number of car-bike
crashes by getting drivers and
cyclists to watch out for each
other,

“Coilistons happen when ei-
ther motorists or cyclists are
not paying attention,” said Jan-
ette Sadil-Khan, the city’s trans-
portation cormissioner.

Sadik-Khan joined bike advo-
cates and representatives of
other city departments t{o an-
nounce a public-service cam-
paign that will appear on bus
shelters and kiosks, and in
print and broadcast spots.

“We want to beg drivers, in-
sist that they share the road
with bicyclists,” said city Pub-
lic Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

The campaign was created
pro bono by the ad agency Pub-
licis.

“Avoiding a crash comes
down to one simple action,”
one ad reads, “Look.”

A study released by the city
last year found that 225 cyclists
were killed and pearly 3,500 in-
jured by cars between 1996 and
2003,

Sadik-Khan said that 300 cy-
clists were serlously injured
last year, 94 bercent of them
due to inattention or failure to
follow traffic signs.

In addition to the ad cam-
paign, the city is aiming to
boost bicycle ridership by add-
ing bike lanes and giving away
thousands of free helmets.

Bike advocates said- they
hoped the public-service cam-
paign would prod drivers to
share the road.

“A lot of cars will honk at
you and be like ‘Get off the
road. Get bn the sidewalk’”
said Sarinya Srisakul, vice presi-
dent of the New York Bike Mes-
senger Foundation. “Or they'll
just cut you off without look-

ng.” sapt 4, 200%




The city is not yet living
up to its promise to make
emergency coniraception

. easily accessible, accord-

ing to a study -released
. yesterday by the public
advocate.

Only 15 of 38 teenage
health clinics operated by
the Health and Hospitals
Corp. have emergency
contracepiion available for
same-day pickup, Public
Advocate Betsy Gotbaum

vsaid:

~—wHere— iz ~the ~reality:—————~—Post-Wire Services~

Emergency contraception
prevents unintended preg-
nancies,” Gotbaum said. .
“Women shouldn't be
forced to scramble in the
case of an emergency.”
Mayor Bloomberg an-
nounced in 2005 a $I mil-
lion awareness campaign
to boost access to emer-
gency contraception. Stud-
ies have shown that more
than 60 percent of New
York City pregnancies are
unintended: - -~ -~ -
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By ROY FURCHGOTT

HE way the New York City public
advocate, Bet thaum, sees it,
Officer Russel Timoshenko might
“be alive today if it weren't for tinted car
- glass, In July, the officer was shot and
“Kilied, and his partner, Herman Yan,
“was wounded by assailants hidden from
by the dark tinted windows of an
[R:A1A'A

: =pglice officers are putting their lives
- gprine line every time they approach a
"¢t with blacked-out windows,” she

2 result, Ms, Gotbaum has called

-for stricter tint laws, hoping to make

“ew York State’s already restrictive

Hinits o window tinting even more imv

gosing. But even thoughs New Yorl has

- 'one of the toughest tintJaws in the na-

- fiein, it and other states have found it dif+
" Folt to get cars with dark windows off
.the streets because of exceptions to

their own rules and conflicting federal

-gtAndards.

. indow tint taws can be confusing
partly because there are federal stand-
ards and state standards, and each state

" hA% its own, (The International Window
Film Association’s state law chart isat
iwfa.com/industry.htm.

-*There are also different rules for
trucks, including S, U.V.'s. Worse, be-
cause ¢f differing state faws, a darker
tint that is legal in, say, Connecticut,
could get you a ticket while driving
through New York,

“Car manufactorers live by the risles of
the National Highway Traific Safety Ad-
ministration, All car windows from the

- marufacturer must allow 76 percent of
visjble light through. What peopie think
of as untinted car windows are actually
a 70 percent tint. The federal rules for
trucks, which includes 5, U.V.'s, are less
stringent. They are required to have a
clear windshield and front windows.

eeing the Light.

Back and rear windows can be tinted
to any darkness ¥ the vehicle has side
mirrors. Almost all factory gints ave
pretry dark, allowing in only about 20
percent of the light.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration determines what quali-
fies as a truck based on its intended use.
“There is a little bit of wiggle room as lo
what you can clagsify as a truck,” said
Bob Dallos, an engineering group marn-
ager for General Motors, For instance,
the Chrysler PT Cruiser Is classified as .
atruck,

Once owners gel their cars from the
dealer, they are held to state tinting
standards. New York, for example,

Window tint laws vary
among states, with New
York among the strictest.

keeps the federal standard of 70 percent
for all but the rear window, mezning
owners cannot tint the other windews at
all. The rear window can be tinted 1o
any darkness if the car has mirrors on
both sides

But there is a Holland- Tunnel-size
loophole. Cars classified as multi-pas-
senger vehicles can have any tint on the
back and rear windows, provided the
vehicle also has side mirrors. By New
York statute M.FV.'s are described as
any vehicle “designed to carry 10 per-
sons or less and constructed either ona
truck chassis or with special features
for occasional off-road operation.”

That comprises a broad variety of ve-
hicles including 5.0 W.'s, minivans, lim-
os and trucks.

In New Jersey, ho tint may be applied
1o the front driver or passenger window

Then Again, Maybe Not.

af cars or S.U.V.'s. The rest of the win-
dows can be tinted to any darkness if
the car has two side mirrers. Cars in
Connecticut may tint front and back
windows as long as 35 percent of visible
light comes through the tint. Back win-
dows can be any darkness provided
there are two side mirvors. For 8.UV's,
only the front windows ate heid to the
35 percent standard; back and rear win-
dows can be tinted to any darkness as
long as there are two side mirTors.

Less stringent states, particularly

those in the Sun Belt, allow darker tint, |

In Arkansas, front and back windows
and the top of the windshield can let

}hmu gh as little as 25 percent of visible
ight.

Automakers put their tint right into
the glass, but aftermarket tints are films
appiied on the windows with adhesive.
There are two broad categories of win-
dow films with different characteristics:
those that reflect light and those that
abserb light, Reflective films are metal-
lic; absorptive films have dyes, pig-
ments or ceramics in them,

States also vary on how reflective a
film may be and the allowable color of
the tint, Some have a medical exception
that tess drivers use extra-dark tint i a
doctor says they are sensitive to light.

While cars with tints that are legal in

atheir home state can be ticketed ina
more restrictive state, state troopers
said they are unlikely to stop a car for il
legal tint alone. For example, aJaw in
Georgia that would have enforced tint
laws only on cars registered in the state
was thrown out in eourt as discrimina-
tory against residents, The tint law now
applies W cars passing through Geor-
gia, but the police say they largely don’t
enforce it. Mor is New Jersey's law
widely enforced.

"t's a viclation of our motor vehicle
Taw, but are we golng to cite you each
and every time you come through the

N

PHOTOGILAPIS BY JOVCE DOPKEEN/THE NEW YORK TIMI

g 70 BLACK Stephani Beliofatte, an employee at Putnam Window Tint in Mahopac, N.Y., demonstrates the different levels of tint. From left, a tint that al-
ws 51 percent of the light through, 38 percent and § percent. The federal standard for automalsers in most cases is 70 percent. sep-‘ 7_5’"}_00}

state? No,” said Denpis Halilon, a New
Jersey state trogper and chalrman of
the National Trovpers Coalition.

5till, the law gives some lawyers civi
rights concerns. “It's one of those traifi
regulztions that lets police search any-
one, anywhere, whenever they want
t0," said Aibert Alschuler, a professor ¢
law at Northwestern University Law
Schootin Chicago.

The bill to tighten New York’s law is
being drafted by State Senator Eric
Adam of Brooklyn, a former policeman
Fhe proposal includes amending the -
1aw to prohibit unlimited tinting of the
rear windows and inclading tint a5 an
item on annual car fnspections. It woul
increase penalties on drivers, including
235250 surcharge, money that would go
into a fund for officer safety and train-
ing and for enforcement, and penalize
sitops that installillegal window films.
would also require shops torecord the
license plates of cars it tints, the licens:
of the driver buying the tint and the
darkness of the tint installed.

Shops said the proposal would be a
hardship. “1t would pretty much crush
the zutomotive tinting businessin New
York State,” sald Yim Murphy, owner o
Patnam Window Tint in Mahepae, N.Y
Mr. Murphy, whe said his shop tings
about 1,200 vehicles a year, said he
would support 2 limit of tint that allow:
50 to 3% percent of visible light through

Car owners say they like the tint be-
cause of the way It fooks, the privacy it
provides and the way it protects skin
and uphsistery from the sun while kee'
ing the car's interior cooler.

John Cervoni, 44, of Bayside, Queens
was stopped twice for illegal tint In the
Tast 5ix months. Mr, Cervoni said he
paid the tickets and kept the film.

“It’'s like $35,” he said, "and it's a
small price to pay to keep a $200 tint
job



