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Council'and pols unite |

BY ELIZABETH HAYS
.. ' DNy nRWS STATFWRITER .
THE CITY’S PLAN to boot the last
working port in. Brooklyn and
turn it into a trendy brew pub and
maring now appears all but dead
in the'watern. '

‘City Councll Speaker Christine Quinn (D-
W4nhattao) and a slate of uther heavy hitters
yesterday threw thelr weight behind a bid to
save the prime watexfront spot and give the
port's embattted operator, American Stéve-
doring, a 10-year lease. '

“The container port sustaing an boportant
New York City business,” wrote Quinn —
whose City Council would uitimately have to
sigi off on the proposal — In a letter o the
Poft Authority yesterday.

"W call upon the Port Authority to retain

ownership of Red Hook Plers 7-11 and imume-
dlately repew the current opefator’s port
lease at the present site for a term of 10
years.”

Sen, Charles Schumer (O-N.Y), Controller
Wiiliama Thompson and Public Advocate
Bgm%@_ﬂ,mm_alsc signed off on the letter,
as did 17 other city, state and federal polit-
cians.

“Thig letter shows & united front,” said City
Courcllinan David Yassky . (@-Brooklyn
Heights), who has long chempioned the port.

Fellow port booster Rep. Jerrold Nadler
(D-N.Y) said he was “absolutely elated there
is now a consensus™ and said the “Pataki-era
mistalkes that created Instabilify mwust be
quictdy turned around by renewing the port’s
1ease inenediately.”

The high-profile letter comes as the city al-
ready appeared o be backing away from Its
controversial plan for the area, which it first
floated fr: 2002,
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Gotbaum. - ..
CIn & . new - repoit,
Gotbaum <charges that, the
city Health. and Hospitals

Corporation (HHC) 'has

" failed fo make emergency
contraception, also known
as the Plan B or “morning
after” . pill, available for
same-gay pickup &t nearly
iwo dozen teen healih clin-
jes, -~ Timeliness is of the
utmosl importance as the
pil is most effective during
the first 24 hours after sex-
ual infercouse. o

Th public advocate erit-
jcizéfl the .city because, in
2005, Mayor Michael

Bloomberg anncunced a §1°

miflion campaign to pro-
‘Ville women .with better
jecess 10 emergency con-
waceplion.

“Here is the reality:
‘Bmergency contraception
prevents unintended preg-
nancies,” Gotbaum said.
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* Public. - Advocate. ' Betsy
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after’  pill; -says Public
Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.”
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Gotbaum alse asserted
that many city health cen-
ters don’t provide birth con-
wol By prescription and sev-
eral teen health clinics lack
female condoms.
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PA Gothaum
Asks for
Cellular

Telephones in

Ctiy Schools

Dear Editor: N

~In recent times, we've
seen gunmen walk into
schools in Colorado, Pennsyl-
vania, and Virginia. And last
week, an armed student man-
aged to wound several stu-
dents and teachers in Cleve-
tand. In light of these events,
the New York public schoot
system should take every step
to protect school children.
Parents and administrasors
need to kave the ability to get
in touch with school children
at all times and at o second’s
notice,

According to U.S. Celiu-
larstatistics, approximately 60
percent of teenagers own a
cetl phone, For many, text
messaging is their preferred
method of communication. If
the majority of teenage stu-
dents have cell phones, why
aren’t we using them as o
tocl to protect them? Why
has the New York City De-
partment of Education
banned this potentially life-
saving techaology?

Across the nation, many
schoof systems are already
using cell phones for emer-
gency notification, Since
tast April's tragic Virginia
Tech shooting, high schools
and colleges across the coun-
try have sent campus-wide
text messages and emails to
warn students of danger,
Peraprame el oo olear ™ Yrp

Joel klein has banned them.

them, teachers can't stend them,

phones were n distraction,
that students used then to
send text messages, cheat on
tests, surf the web, and take
photos. In response to the
ban, parents from across
New York City immediately
expressed their dismay be-
cause to them, the desire to
have their children carry
phones is a safety issue,
Last month's near-trag-
edy at St. John's University
added to and validated par-
ents’ dismay. On September
28%, a student was appre-
hended on the University
campus carrying a loaded
rifie. Schootl officials re-
acted quickly and ordered a
campus-wide lockdowa.
Within & matter of minutes,
they were able to inform -
and protect — the 20,000 stu-
dents, faculty. and personnel



| BOOE New York ?ublit:: Radio

News

Changes to City’s Sex-Ed Program
WNYC Newsroom ‘

NEW YORK, NY October 19, 2007 —The city's middie and high schools will get:
curriculum. Topics will include alcohol, tobacco and drug use, as well as hulsition
additional program for high schoolers that encourages themn to delay having sex,
teaches them about protection. -

REPORTER: Lort Benson, director of the Office of Fitness and Health Education,
schools don't have to use the curriculim, but that It makes teaching tough subjec
casier,

BENSON: There hasr't been systemic professional development, there hasn't be
system-wide purchasing of curriculum - fike this summer, there was a purchasing
curriculum for schools, So this Is taking an approach to really help schools have |
foundation.

REPORTER: Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum has sent a letter to the Schools Cl
urging him to' improve sex-ed because the city's teen pregriancy rates are higher
natiohal average,




day when my children will be judged not
by the coler of their skin, but by the cons
tent of their characier,” T guess that day is
not here yet and we must do what is peed-
ed to bring to juslice those who wish to
perpetuate these acts of hate and bigotry.
We need to create on ntmosphere where
we can acoept others with respest no mat-
ter if they are different than otrselves, 1
think cne place to start is In the home,
where wo teach children that itis wrong to
hate those who are different. T think once
we do this maybe Martin's dream can
finglly become more than a dream but 2
living rendity,

Sincerely Yours,

Frederick R. Bedelt 5r.

Bellerose

Horse Died Needlessly
To The Bditor:

It wos most upselting to sce the pictuse
in thls Saturday’s Dally News of
Smonthie, the carringe horse, lying fatally
injured on a Manhattan sweet, after being
panicked by the sound of a snure drum
being wsed by a break dancing group.

Why can't people realize that loud
noises can and do frighten horses amd
other ganimales? You would think that corm-

‘¢

Op-ed

Celiphones Belong In Que«

BY BETSY GOTBAUM

In recent times, we've seen gunmen
walk  dnw  scheols  dn Colorade,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia, And last
weele, an semed studert managed to
wound severad felfow students and teach-
ers in Cleveland, In light of these events,
the New York public schoo! system showld
take evary step 1o protect schoolchildren.
Parents and adminisizators necd fo have
the ability te get in touch with schooi-
childrer at all times and at a second's
notice.,

According 1o U5, Cellolar statistics,
approximately 60 percent of teenngers
own 2 celiphone, For many, text messag-
ing is their preferred mathod of communi-
cation, If the majority of teenuge students
have celiphones, why aren't we using
them as a ool to profect them? Why has
the New York City Department of
Education binned this potentally lifesav-
ing technology?

Acrogs the nation, many school sys-
tems are already using cellphones for
crnergeney notificatfon. Since last April's

tragic shooting at Virginia
schools and colleges across
have sent campus-wide text m
souails 0 wam students
Programs such us clear'TXT ue
Ed have already been implerm
lege campuses in Minnegala, |
New York. And Virginia Tech
tern of etnergency notifieation,
Alexts™, was launched fust Jo
rently hoas 18,000 subscribers.

In 2005, the city Dep
Education  (POE) fiest ju
enforcement of the ceilpho
claiming celiphones wese a
that students used them to ser
sages, cheat on tests, surf the W
photos. In response 10 the b
from across New York City §
expressed their dismay beean
the desire 1o have their childre
phones 1s & safety issue.

Lase month's near-tragedy
University added to aad valida
distay. On September 26, o

there, maybe they could have calmed
down those beautiful animals.

My hezrt goes out to the deiver of
Smeothic—I am sorry for your tragic foss,
1am glad that the other horse was okay.
God put al fife on this earth for a parpose
and mistreuting anyone or ony onissel is
not ever the right thing to do, People and
animals have a tlght to live without fear of
betng harmed or abused in any way.

Let's start right now by bunning the
sorse and cmriage indusity from the
streets of New York!

Jokn Amate
Tresh Moadows
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NY1 News

Qct 25, 2007
Weather: AM Showers.High: 60

Top News » NY1 Living

Public Advocate Wants Better Communication Over Toxic Tt
October 24, 2007

With the holiday shopping season right around the corner, city lawmaker
are buying toys that are safe and lead-free.

Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum revealed her ideas to get toxic toys out
says it all starts with a team effort. '

"l really want the city to work with the retailers,” she said. “ want the toy:
removed from city schools, hospitals, and child care sysiems, and | wan
communicate with parents the dangers of these toxic toys."

Gotbaum also suggested more citywide toy testing.

Top News » NY1 Living

Reproduction in whoie or In part without permission 1s pr
Copyright © 2007 NY{ News. All rights reservec



COLUMNS FEATURES FILM EATSRDRINKS

POSTED TO ciTy HALL

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER
31, 2007

Gothaum Finds Move NYCHA
Gripes

Public Advocate Betsy
Gotbaum released her
annual report this
morning, which finds a
7% increase in
complaints about the
New York City Housing
Authority (NYCHA),
Most of those
complatnts dealt with
maintenance.

"New York is the
greatest city in the world. But city
government? Sometimes it can be more
of an obstacle than & tool to help New
Yorkers. Our job Is to help New Yorkers
cut through the city's red tape, so they
can access the social services, housing
and quality education that they and thei
familles deserve. I want to thank and -
congratulate my staff for ali of thelr hard
work and dedication this year," sald
Gotbaum.

More here,

For more New York political coverage visit
City Hall News.

posted by John DeSio at 10:58 AM
tags: nypress, new york, betsy gotbaum,

murha, tahile advncata
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TODAY'S NEWS
SUBPRIME SOLUTIONS

Richard Neiman, state supesintendent of
banks, says he's talking to blg morigage
lenders in New York sbout a large-scale ef
fort to rescue borowers facing foreclosure,
He wants banks to anange with private-see-
tor funds to buy huge numbers of troubled
loans at a discount, then restiucture them
at terms that borowers can afford, Nelman
also suggests hanning “liar Ioans,” In which
lenders do't velify borrowers' incomes. But
Ken Markison, regulatory counsel for the
Mortgage Bankers Assoclation, says that
would shut out legitimate borrowers who
can't document their incomes,

GOTBAUM ADVOCATES
Publiz Advocate Betsy Gotbaum Is wiit-
Ing two Chinese petrolelim companies to ask
that they pressure Myanmar officials fo stop
the viclence agalnst pro-democracy groups.
The city Invests pension dellars in PetroChi-
na Co. and China Petroleum Corp., both of
which Invest in Myanmar. The companies
just increased their stake in developing
Myanmar's natural-gas resources, and ex-
tending oif and gas pipelings to China from
. Myanmar, Gotbaum says, She is asking ex
ecutives fo outiine specific steps that they
are {aking to end military oppression of rasl-
dents, She siis on the board of the NYC Em-
ployees Retirement System.

COLUMBIA SUPPORT

Central Labor Council officlels met recent-

Wednesday, October 31, 2007

ly with Columbla University to discuss en-
dorsing its expansion plan, which would ¢re-
ate work for trade unions. Insiders say there
Is a snag in the talks; the CLC says it Is not
ready to discuss the negotiations, The Part
nership for New York City, the New York Chap-
ter of the American Institute of Architects and
the New York Bullding Congress have recent
ty endorsed the plan, The New York Metro
Chapter of the American Planning Assocla-
tion supports the plan but kas voleed con-
cemns about its use of eminent domain.

EDUCATION LOBBY

Brookiyn-hased Democrats for Education
Reform met with Sen. Dick Durbin, D),
when he was in town Monday and discussed
the group’s support for reauthonizing No
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