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ADDENDUM: JUNE 9, 2020
Dear New Yorkers:
New Yorkers are processing the pain from COVID-19, a disease that disproportionately impacts
communities of more color, because of systemic injustice. As this report has laid out paths
forward through the pandemic, so must we also look forward to what changes must be made
in a criminal justice system that will prevent this inequity in the future. Thousands of New
Yorkers have taken to our City’s streets in protest to express their pain around the murders of
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and countless other Black Americans who have been the victims
of police violence. This pain is one that is rooted not only in grief for lives cut ruthlessly
short, but in frustration with a policing system that has long discriminated against people of
more color.
The New York City Police Department (NYPD), and the mayoral administration to which it reports, have reinforced and escalated this pervasive feeling of frustration through the responses to these protests. Members of the NYPD have preempted protests with militaristic displays
of force, attacked peaceful protestors, and threatened the lives of unarmed people by driving
a police cruiser into a crowd. New Yorkers need to know and feel they can safely interact with
police, including recording interactions with police in their communities. The actions and
words of this City’s leadership over the past days have unquestionably failed in making this
critical point clear.
The Office of the Public Advocate recommends the following steps:
1. Repeal (Not Reform) 50-a. A repeal of 50-a would provide much-needed transparency on
police misconduct and discipline in New York State, and help the public see accountability
for officers who have engaged in misconduct. To this end, existing FOIL statutes will continue to protect private information about officers (like their home address) once 50-a is repealed.
2. Make the Office of the Inspector General a truly independent agency.
3. The New York City Council should advise and consent to the appointment of the NYPD
Police Commissioner.
4. NYPD Budget
A. Disclose Itemized NYPD Budget. An operational matrix—that allows departmental initiatives to display corresponding spending amounts, and that does not
itemize expenditures, but instead displays only the programmatic breakdown—
would help New Yorkers understand the work, as every other city agency is required to do.
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B. Reduce the Budget of NYPD by $1 Billion While Reinvesting in Communities.
We know how to reduce crime and recidivism—jobs. Communities feel safe
through community development in health, jobs, and education. Programs like
Cure Violence offer alternatives to police interaction, and expanding the scope
and investment of these programs means more people have access to services
and support that interrupt and reduce violence in the community. The quickest
way to stop violence in our schools is with guidance counselors, restorative justice coordinators, and jobs. Investment into guidance counselors and the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) is how our city must move forward to
heal at this moment.
i. In addition to $1 Billion in cuts to NYPD, and as as an alternative to mass
reductions to necessary services across the state due to New York’s deficit, I
have proposed implementing six broadly supported proposals that would
raise more than $20 billion for the state budget, closing this gap and more,
while impacting only billionaires, multi-millionaires, and the largest corporations. Our full plan can be found here.
5. Strengthen the role of the New York City Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB) in the
disciplinary process. The NYPD Commissioner should not be the sole arbitrator of discipline.
6. Pass the Right to Record Act. Codify and expand, into Local Law, the First Amendment
right to record police activities from a safe distance, and make it easier to sue in state
court.
7. Pass Reporting Bill on Level 1 and Level 2 Stops. Our communities deserve to know all
instances in which police officers are engaging with members of their neighborhoods and
why those interactions are happening. We cannot address the issue of disparate policing
enforcement without first knowing the full scope of this problem.
8. Cancel New MTA Police Officer Additions. The resources allotted for their hiring should be
invested in improving transit for all New Yorkers.
9. As pursuant to the current law, provide the Public Advocate’s Office with names and
records of officers who engaged in misconduct this week. This includes looking into officers who have ties to known hate groups.
10. Move to a system where mental health providers and peers, rather than police, are
the primary responders to emergency calls from people in mental distress.

Sincerely,

Jumaane D. Williams
Public Advocate for the City of New York
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
We are living in unprecedented 0mes. I want to take this moment to acknowledge the individuals
working to keep us safe and healthy in this moment with no small risk to themselves and their families.
This includes but is not limited to medical providers and EMTs, grocery store and pharmacy workers, the
New York City Fire Department, the New York City Police Department, the folks working in auto repair
and our public transporta0on systems, animal shelters and care providers, laundromats, trash collec0on,
and childcare. I thank you for the work you have always done and con0nue to do to keep our city
running. New Yorkers are resilient. We will come through this crisis as we have in the past- together. I
want to acknowledge the loss, the pain and fear New Yorkers are feeling now, and will con0nue to
process as we work through this new normal.
COVID-19 has brought to light failures of our system that I and many advocates have highlighted for
years. For many people for whom our healthcare, housing, educa0on, and paid leave systems have been
working, this informa0on may have been laid bare for the ﬁrst 0me as we react to this pandemic. This
report will work to address what we are seeing and need to see right now and in the future as we
emerge from the crisis brought on by this virus.
Right now, our city and state needs New Yorkers to take seriously the recommenda0ons and lessons
learned from other municipali0es around the world, and stay home as oMen as possible. For those
workers designated as essen0al, taking all recommended precau0ons and distancing yourself from
colleagues is vital to the eﬀort to slow new transmissions.
This report will make recommenda0ons for “response”—immediate steps that need to be taken in order
to respond to the crisis today and over the next 90 days. It also makes recommenda0ons for “recovery”
— ac0ons that need to be taken in order for New York City to recover from the crisis and mi0gate the
impact of future crises on the horizon. These topics will include the future of our healthcare, including
mental health, as well as equity and jus0ce, infrastructure and environmental jus0ce, small business and
economic opportuni0es, educa0on, housing and homelessness, and community empowerment.
I know we will work together to get safely through this pandemic, and ﬁx the gaps that have always
existed, to make our city the place we as New Yorkers know it can be. While comprehensive, this report
is not exhaus0ve. There are addi0onal issues to address, as we are in the midst of this crisis. It is the
beginning not the end of the conversa0on, and we will have even more to say in the days and weeks to
come.
Thank you all for the work and sacriﬁces being made to keep our most vulnerable neighbors and
community members safe.
Sincerely,

Jumaane D. Williams
Public Advocate for the City of New York
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For the purpose of this report, secEons categorized under “response" are generally deﬁned as
acEons that need to be taken immediately to prevent further spread of COVID-19. “Recovery"
is deﬁned as ongoing policy and acEons needed as the pandemic recedes, and to prevent
further crises in the future.

JUSTICE, HEALTH EQUITY & SAFETY
Health Response
Lockdown Measures
Unfortunately, the Federal, State, and City government have all been too slow at restric0ng movement in
reac0on to the urgency of the COVID-19 crisis. As a result, the rate of transmission within New York State
has skyrocketed, making it likely that between 40 and 80% of the State’s popula0on will contract
COVID-19.1 While 80% of those who contract the virus will experience only mild to moderate symptoms,
those who are elderly, have underlying health condi0ons, or are otherwise immunocompromised are at
risk for experiencing more serious symptoms including mortality.
In order to minimize the spread of the virus, prevent concentrated spikes of the virus that would
overwhelm our medical resources, and protect the livelihoods of our most vulnerable, we must take
more dras0c ac0on. I am calling on the City to immediately implement lockdown measures to limit
conges0on and maximize social distancing. The crux of this call is simple: when at all possible, New
Yorkers should stay home. The lockdown measures should be reevaluated bi-weekly.
This is an acute emergency, and the city must immediately improve its communica0on with all New
Yorkers via several outlets. The city should ac0vate its emergency broadcast alert systems with
television/radio/print public service announcements (PSA's) and text message reminders to: 1) shelter in
place, 2) remain six feet apart from anyone when engaging in essen0al travel. Essen0al city vehicles,
through loudspeakers, will enhance both the communica0on of emergency status and the ability of the
city to keep New Yorkers within their homes. Enforcement should not focus on arrests or summonses.
The city should also u0lize unarmed Community Aﬀairs oﬃcers, in coordina0on with clergy and
community based organiza0ons, with these same reminders.
These lockdown measures would further the restric0ons put in place by the New York State on PAUSE
Execu0ve Order made by Governor Cuomo on March 20, 2020, which closed all non-essen0al businesses
and prohibited all non-essen0al gatherings amongst other ac0ons. See a comprehensive list of essen0al
businesses here.
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Medical Materials
All workers in New York City who qualify as essen0al employees must receive the medical materials they
need in order to protect themselves while they do the work that is keeping the City func0oning. This
includes N95 masks, disposable gloves, addi0onal personal protec0ve equipment, and access to
COVID-19 tests to ensure they have not contracted the virus and are furthering viral exposure by
con0nuing to work.
In addi0on to these needs, medical professionals need surgical masks, ven0lators, surgical gowns,
coveralls, and face shields. I am deeply disturbed by reports of supply shortages that are already
occurring in the City’s hospitals.2 3 This puts our medical staﬀ at risk of contrac0ng the virus,
lowers the quality of care they can provide pa0ents, and is a severe threat to public health. As the
number of COVID-19 cases inevitably rises, the immediate need for these supplies will become
even more vital.
Thus, I call on the federal government to u0lize all available mechanisms to immediately send
these resources to New York City, including exis0ng federal stock, which when applicable, can be
subsequently deployed to other locali0es in the United States that emerge as hotspots aMer New
York City’s crisis begins to abate. This also includes invoking the Defense Produc0on Act, which
authorizes the president to require companies to sign contracts or ﬁll orders for products needed
for the na0on's defense.
Further, regions in upstate New York that have less of an immediate need for ven0lators must
support its downstate neighborhoods during this 0me of immense need. I am deeply
disappointed that state and federal legislators have pushed back the Governor’s common sense
temporary emergency measure to redistribute resources as determined by need.4 Stockpiles of
unused ven0lators are of beneﬁt to nobody and are unacceptable in this trying 0me.
In addi0on, New York City should con0nue to u0lize the New York City Economic Development
Corpora0on (NYCEDC) to iden0fy and u0lize private manufacturers who can supplement the City’s
stock of these crucial supplies.5

Medical Facili0es
As the number of cases con0nues to grow, New York will need to dras0cally increase its number of
hospital beds. Prior to the crisis, our State had only 53,000 beds and Governor Cuomo has
es0mated that we will need as many as 110,000 very shortly.6 In order to cover this gap, dras0c
measures have begun to take place and more will need to occur moving forward.
The Navy has deployed a hospital ship to New York City.7 The City is grateful for this invaluable
resource and welcomes any addi0onal similar support of this kind.

3

COVID-19 PANDEMIC: PRELIMINARY RESPONSE & RECOVERY REPORT
The State and Federal government has converted the Javits Center into a temporary ﬁeld hospital8
Further sites that should be explored for poten0al conversion include hotels, addi0onal college
dormitories, and currently unused and underu0lized public and private buildings.
Medical Staﬀ
In this 0me of crisis, New York must deploy all of its available medical personnel.
New York State has now made it so physicians, nurse prac00oners, physicians assistants, and nurses
who are licensed anywhere in the country are now eligible to prac0ce in New York without gemng a
state license.9
Addi0onally, the State has put out a call for qualiﬁed physical and mental health professionals to
supplement New York’s current capacity on a temporary basis. If you are a qualiﬁed professional and
able to help please go to this link for more informa0on.
In order to further expedite the recer0ﬁca0on process for recently re0red health professionals, New York
State should waive licensure fees.
While the City and State has successfully recruited 90,000 medical professionals to volunteer to aid our
hospital staﬀ, it hasn’t been able to eﬀec0vely deploy these volunteers. As of April 8, 2020, only 908
volunteers have been deployed. Logis0cal improvements must be quickly developed and implemented in
order to expedite this process.
Expanding Health Insurance and Coverage
In the immediate term, New York City and State must ensure immediate maximum health insurance and
coverage by implemen0ng a mul0 pronged approach.
First, we need to ensure that we strengthen, not weaken Medicaid in New York State. The Governor
must not cut any Medicaid resources, shiM Medicaid costs onto municipali0es like New York City, or
reject any federal s0mulus due to his desire to do so. This health crisis and the ensuing economic fallout
is not an excuse to impose austerity measures that will threaten the well-being of New Yorkers.
I am disappointed that through the recent State budgetary process, the Governor cut approximately 1.6
billion dollars in state Medicaid funding, including 138 million dollars from New York Health + Hospitals. I
implore him to take immediate ac0on to reverse course here and prevent the further deple0on of
essen0al resources from our already overwhelmed hospital system.10
Second, we must expedite the implementa0on of the NYC Care program, which guarantees low-cost and
no-cost services through NYC Health + Hospitals to New Yorkers who do not qualify for or cannot aﬀord
health insurance, including non-ci0zen New Yorkers who have resided in the City for at least six months.
11 Upon full implementa0on, the program should mimic and build upon the Healthy San Francisco
model.12 You can enroll in NYC Care by calling 1-646-NYC-CARE (1-646-692-2273).
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Third, we must establish a Portable Beneﬁts Program that includes health insurance for all workers in the
gig economy including independent contractors and freelancers. More details on this program can be
found in the “Educa0on and Opportunity” sec0on of this report.
Fourth, all private insurance companies must immediately move to eliminate out of pocket payments for
all tes0ng, treatment, and recovery related to COVID-19. If necessary, the federal government should
take legisla0ve ac0on to ensure this can take place. Addi0onally, private insurance companies should
move to cover all tele-medicine, including remote mental health services, due to the unique challenges
presented by the current crisis.
Funerals and Wills
Unfortunately, government needs to address the current up0ck in deaths that is likely to con0nue due to
COVID-19. I recommend the following:
● Suspend the certain rules regarding will execu0on so that folks can make designated estate
planning immediately;
● Issue clear guidances that funeral prac0ces that violate social distancing protocols cannot occur
during this period of the pandemic;
● Compensate all workers in this sector at at least the minimum wage. Currently, New Yorkers
under Department of Correc0on custody are digging graves on Hart Island for $6.00 an hour,
signiﬁcantly below the City minimum wage.13
Racial Impact
Now that the City and State have released data related to COVID-19 broken down by race, we can clearly
see that the virus has dispropor0onately harmed communi0es of more color. Over 60% of New Yorkers
killed by COVID-19 are Black or La0no.14 15
But even these sta0s0cs are incomplete and undercounted - city data shows that in as high as 37% of
fatali0es, race is unknown. The city must take steps that will ensure that the public can fully know the
racial breakdown in rates of tes0ng and of posi0ve conﬁrmed cases to ﬁnd and correct these clear
failures.
On the federal level, I support the calls made by Senators Booker, Harris, and Warren and
Representa0ves Kelly and Pressley for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and its subagencies to monitor and address racial dispari0es in rela0on to COVID-19.16
While the coronavirus may not discriminate based on race, it is clear that inadequate response ac0ons
by all levels of government have exacerbated long-ingrained racial inequi0es. Moving forward,
government must take bolder steps including those listed in this report in order to protect the
communi0es most aﬀected by the virus. A par0cularly cri0cal step is to narrow the deﬁni0on of
“essen0al workers”, so that frontline workers, who are dispropor0onately people of color, can reduce
their exposure to the virus.
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Health Recovery
Social Distancing
In order to ensure the posi0ve health impacts that are made through the collec0ve eﬀorts of social
distancing, it is cri0cal that we do not end these prac0ces too early or too quickly. I am greatly concerned
by the President’s recent sugges0on that he is considering ending na0onal social distancing sooner than
is recommended. Before we begin weaning oﬀ social distancing prac0ces, we ﬁrst must ensure that
there will be minimal transmission when doing so. Further, at this point when we can ensure minimal
transmission, we cannot immediately halt measures that reduce density. Rather we must slowly
reintroduce normal social prac0ces.17
Vaccina0on
It will likely be some 0me un0l a vaccine is safely developed and tested for public use. But as this vaccine
is being developed, it is crucial that New York City and State begin developing opera0onal procedures to
maximize the distribu0on of the vaccine and community engagement eﬀorts to inform the public of how
to access it. This vaccine must be cost free to all.
Emergency Infrastructure
Due to the poten0al of a second wave of COVID-19 or an associated viral pandemic, New York City and
State should not immediately break down all of the emergency infrastructure developed across the
pendency of this pandemic. Certain ﬁeld hospitals, manufacturing facili0es, and emergency supplies
should remain intact as a con0ngency measure.
Further, New Yorkers have been right to ques0on why the City lacked an adequate preemp0ve plan for a
poten0al pandemic. In order to address this need moving forward, I will be pursuing legisla0on to create
a State of Emergency Response and Recovery Task Force. This permanent Task Force shall be made up of
appointees inside and outside government. It shall be a standing commitee, review the City's readiness
for a state of emergency and natural disaster, and report to City oﬃcials on ac0on to be taken per City
agency.
Health Insurance
The need for all New Yorkers to have health insurance has always been imminent, and this crisis has
shined a brighter light on this need. This legisla0ve session, the New York State Legislature must pass and
the Governor must sign the New York Health Act (S3577/A5248). This bill, introduced by Senator Gustavo
Rivera and Assemblymember Richard Gouried, would create a universal, comprehensive program—
including dental, vision, and long-term care—elimina0ng all co-pays, deduc0bles, and premiums.
In order to fund this ambi0ous Act, New York would need to generate approximately $139 billion over
four years in new revenue and savings.18 I have developed a comprehensive plan to generate this and
addi0onal revenue and savings through the following measures:
● Closing the carried interest loophole;
● Restoring fairness fees;
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●
●
●
●

Ending rebates for stock buybacks;
Ending tax breaks for luxury yachts and private jets;
Implemen0ng a Pied-a-Terre Tax; and
Crea0ng a mul0-millionaire fee.

Addi0onally, upon the end of the crisis, providers, public and private insurance companies, and
governmental bodies must work in conjunc0on to provide cost-free screenings related to the las0ng
impacts of COVID-19 including lung screenings and mental health screenings.

Mental Health Response
Mental health impacts us and all who surround us, in a very in0mate way. Yet, we are oMen not as
aten0ve and diligent with our mental health care as we are with our physical health. In the midst of this
crisis, stressors like social isola0on, fear, and grief will undoubtedly be at the forefront for many New
Yorkers. I encourage folks to be cognizant of their own mental wellbeing and to have the strength to
reach out for help when they need it.
NYC WELL and Statewide Hotline
NYC WELL is a key remote resource that provides immediate free, conﬁden0al mental health support
24/7 to all New York City residents. Services include:
●
●
●

●

Peer support and short-term counseling via telephone, text and web;
Suicide preven0on and crisis counseling;
Referrals and warm transfer to other services;
○ Including Mobile Crisis Teams, which respond to mental health crises in the community
within 48 hours of receiving a referral. Teams include mental health professionals,
mental health peers, and medical professionals; and
Follow-up to check that you have connected to care and it is working for you19

You can access NYC Well by either:
●
●
●

Calling 888-NYC-WELL (888-692-9355);
Tex0ng "WELL" to 65173; or
Chamng at NYC.gov/nycwell

Addi0onally, the State recently rolled out an Emo0onal Support Help Line through the Oﬃce of Mental
Health which is staﬀed by mental health professionals on a volunteer basis. To reach that line, call
1-844-863-9314.
Addic0on Services
New York State has rapidly authorized licensed providers to deliver remote services for mental health. If
you were using in-person resources like group counseling prior to the COVID-19 crisis, you should be able
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to con0nue the services you u0lize in a remote capacity. Go to oasas.ny.gov/ or contact your resource
provider for further details.
Addi0onally, 24/7 HOPEline is a great resource to u0lize if you need immediate help regarding addic0on:
Call 1-877-8-HOPENY or Text 467369.
However, certain addic0on treatments such as daily pick-ups of medicines like buprenorphine are not
feasible for many folks who depend on them and are dispropor0onately immunocompromised. Thus, the
State Oﬃce of Addic0on Services and Supports (OASS) should develop criteria for determining whether
pa0ents are eligible for take-home doses of these medica0ons. For those who don’t meet this criteria,
the OASAS should work with the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission to develop a no-cost
delivery system.
Mental Health Facili0es
I have been disturbed to hear reports that staﬀ and pa0ents in mental health facili0es such as
Manhatan Psychiatric Center lack necessary personal protec0ve equipment and other resources.20 In
order to protect staﬀ and pa0ents, steps must be taken to ensure that every person in these facili0es is
at minimal risk for contrac0ng or transmimng the virus. In this aim, all facility staﬀers who can eﬀec0vely
conduct work remotely must be permited to do so.

Mental Health Recovery
The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted how important mental resources are. My oﬃce has long called for
increased funding and expansion of these services, so that the city can further build upon the great work
that mental health professionals do day-in and day-out. These eﬀorts include a report on fundamentally
changing the City’s response to mental health crises, which can be read here.
Once this crisis is over, I'll be pushing for these following changes on a city level through legisla0on and
the budget process:
●

●
●
●

Increasing the number and capacity of mobile crisis teams, as well as improving their
func0onality, so that they can provide emergency response to mental health crises, and
removing et the need for law enforcement responses to these situa0ons. Notably, these teams
should operate under a model that emphasizes the role of peers. The city should allocate 20
million dollars, this year, to implement 18 new teams;
Equipping NYC WELL with a 3-digit number (988) and a 6 million dollar funding increase this year
to further its capacity;
Expanding the city’s Respite Center network. The city should allocate 7 million dollars, this year
to build two new centers; and
Expanding the city’s Support and Connec0on Center network. The city should allocate 20 million
dollars, this year, to implement four new Centers.
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Criminal JusEce Response
Removing Vulnerable Popula0ons from Carceral Facili0es
In order to reduce the rate of transmission of COVID-19 and protect the safety and wellbeing of detained
and incarcerated New Yorkers; New York City and State public employees; and the New York City and
State popula0on at large, immediate steps must be taken in order to dras0cally reduce the City and
State’s incarcerated and detained popula0on.
Due to their 0ght conﬁnes, popula0on density, lack of medical care, and lack of sanitary materials,
Department of Correc0ons and Community Supervision (DOCCS) facili0es, Department of Correc0on
(DOC) facili0es, and Administra0on of Child Services (ACS) deten0on centers are a fer0le ground for the
spread of COVID-19.
As of April 5, 2020, 273 people in custody on Rikers Island and 321 DOC staﬀ members and 53 health
workers have tested posi0ve for COVID-19.21 The recent tragic deaths of a DOC staﬀ member and of
Michael Tyson, a 53 year old facility resident who was being on a parole viola0on, held emphasizes this
risk and the urgency of this situa0on.22
While Mayor de Blasio, DOC Commissioner Cynthia Brann, and New York City’s ﬁve borough-based
District Atorneys have begun to authorize releases from Rikers Island, this process has been excessively
slow and narrow in scope. As of March 31, only approximately 900 people had been authorized for
release.23 As the New York City Board of Correc0on (BOC), the City’s independent jail oversight board,
has laid out mul0ple 0mes to the DOC, con0nued delayed and limited ac0ons here will have dire
consequences, including avoidable losses of life.24 The Board has responsibly called for the review and
release of at least 2,000 people in DOC custody.25
Further, Governor Cuomo's process for release authoriza0ons have similarly been too slow and narrow in
scope. As of March 30, 2020, he has authorized about 1,100 people for release, with the sole cause of
release allowed being “non-serious” viola0ons of parole.26
Unfortunately, neither the Mayor nor Commissioner of the Administra0on for Children’s Services (ACS)
David Hansell have made it explicitly clear how many children have been released from custody at the
Horizons Juvenile Center and Crossroads Juvenile Center facili0es.27 The children in these facili0es who
are in vulnerable medical popula0ons and are at low-risk for re-oﬀending must be immediately released.
I have serious concerns about the Administra0on's recent decision to consolidate the popula0on of
these two facili0es at Crossroads, which could result in increased risk of contrac0ng the virus for both
staﬀ and residents.28
The Governor, the Mayor, the DOC Commissioner, ACS, and District Atorneys must immediately consider
and release those that fall under the following categories:
●

●
●
●
●

People who have underlying health condi0ons, including lung disease, heart disease, diabetes,
cancer, or a weakened immune system (including but not limited to HIV/AIDS, MS, and asthma
and other respiratory condi0ons);
People who are pregnant;
People being held on pre-trial deten0on;
People detained for administra0ve reasons (including failure to appear and parole or proba0on
viola0ons);
People serving “City Sentences” (sentences of one year or less); and
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●

People who are within 6 months of comple0ng their sentence.

Within these categories, immediate aten0on must be given to people who are over the age of 50.
Discharge Planning
In order to ensure that those who are released are able to transi0on into safe and healthy environments,
a comprehensive system of discharge planning must take place. If at all possible, this should include
COVID-19 tes0ng. If resources do not allow for this to take place, temperature checks should be
conducted as an alterna0ve.
These New Yorkers must also be connected to city health, mental health, and nutri0on resources and
programs. This must include a comprehensive update on the COVID-19 crisis including a list of the
symptoms, best prac0ces for reducing exposure and transmission, and the new public safety restric0ons
associated with the virus.
Addi0onally, we must connect those who are released to housing. First and foremost, we should be
looking to house these folks with their families and loved ones by ensuring that they have the ability to
immediately connect with their personal networks before being released. When this is not a feasible
op0on for folks, we must priori0ze placing folks in safe and permanent housing, u0lizing the Housing
First framework.
As shelters are experiencing overcrowding and risk becoming a hotbed for COVID- transmission, we
should be looking at shelters as a last resort for folks being released from the carceral system. New York
City needs to immediately iden0fy the following poten0al housing units and u0lize them as housing
op0ons for this popula0on:
●
●
●
●

Vacant hotels and motels;
Vacant NYCHA units (including immediately waiving any residence restric0ons around criminal
records):
Vacant private dwellings; and
Suitable government buildings.

Carceral Condi0ons
For those that remain in carceral facili0es, steps need to be taken to make these facili0es as safe as
possible. These include:
●

●
●
●

●
●

Compensa0ng any labor performed by detained or incarcerated people related to COVID-19
crisis response at the minimum wage set by New York City and State-- $15.00 and $11.80 per
hour, respec0vely;
Ensuring that all labor performed by detained or incarcerated people is voluntary and not
coerced;
Prohibi0ng dangerous work assignments that put incarcerated people at increased risk of
exposure;
Providing soap, CDC-recommended hand sani0zer, medical care, comprehensive sanita0on and
cleaning of facili0es and other safety measures as recommended by the CDC at no cost on a daily
basis;
Releasing to the public the exis0ng plan and procedures in place to address COVID-19 within the
jail;
Maximizing COVID-19 tes0ng capacity and administra0on, for both staﬀ and detainees;
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●
●

Ensuring an adequate number of beds in medical units; and
Prohibi0ng the use of solitary conﬁnement and other puni0ve segrega0on units for medical or
public health purposes.

In order to mi0gate the economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis, the following steps need to be taken:
●
●
●

Elimina0ng the fees for money deposits;
Elimina0ng all commissary pricing markups; and
Making commissary items associated with hygiene cost-free to the maximum extent possible.

Further, as in-person visita0ons have been suspended, the following measures should be put in place.
Currently, those in DOCCS facili0es are only granted ﬁve free postage stamps per week, two free secure
messages via electronic tablets, and one free telephone call.20
●
●

●

Immediately extending phone 0me to at least 5 calls per week for a dura0on of at least one hour
each;
Establishing a free video-conferencing system for people in carceral facili0es and their loved
ones and their atorneys. Those in facili0es should be en0tled to 5 calls per week for a dura0on
of at least one hour each. I am currently pursuing city legisla0on in this aim; and
Commimng that these measures shall not infringe upon the rights that those in these facili0es
have to in-person visita0ons upon the end of the crisis.

I am currently pursuing legisla0ve ac0on to address many of the above recommenda0ons.
Reducing Arrests
In order to minimize in-personal interac0on as the inﬂow of cases and people into the court and carceral
system, the New York City Police Department (NYPD) must take bold steps to minimize arrests, at this
0me. As I stated alongside Council Member Brad Lander and Communi0es United for Police Reform on
March 18th,
“Over-incarcera+on and the approach to broken windows policing have long been a disastrous
approach devasta+ng lives and communi+es. Now, amid the rapid spread of COVID-19, the
public health danger is even greater and more acute. I’m calling on the NYPD to suspend nonviolent, so-called vic+mless quality of life arrests which could increase exposure rates among atrisk individuals, and calling on the Department of Correc+ons to release those who are most at
risk from incarcera+on, where the close-quarters contact of our jails represents an immediate
danger. New York State, right now, is showing itself willing to use incarcerated labor to respond
to COVID-19, but not to adequately protect incarcerated people from it. The city must do beMer.
If we value safety in this city, we value safety. If we value health, we value health. If we value
each other, we value each other. If we con+nue to knowingly expose the most vulnerable New
Yorkers to this disease through over policing of broken-windows oﬀenses, those values are laid
bare.”
I strongly urge the NYPD to immediately take the following ac0ons:
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●

●

●
●
●

Suspend all low-level, “broken windows” arrests, including all those without vic0ms. This
includes a moratorium on arrests for quality-of-life crimes and fare evasion, and on the NYPD’s
“homeless diversion” program;
Cease execu0ng summons and bench warrants during the COVID-19 crisis. The NYPD should not
use the fact that people are at home to execute old warrants for long outstanding minor
oﬀenses;
Adjourn all Desk Appearance Tickets (DATS);
Ensure a “warm handoﬀ” to the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) instead of arres0ng
New Yorkers who are street homeless; and
When interac0ng with folks experiencing mental health crises, direc0ng these vulnerable New
Yorkers to appropriate mental health resources instead of arres0ng them when at all possible.
These include Mobile Crisis Teams, Respite Centers, and Support & Connec0on Centers.

Unfortunately, the Mayor and NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea have indicated they do not currently
intend to change protocols regarding arrests despite the crisis.29 In order to protect the health and safety
of New Yorkers I implore them to do so immediately and I am pursuing corresponding legisla0ve ac0on.
Police Enforcement of Restric0ons Related to COVID-19
As the City and State con0nue to ins0tute necessary restric0ons on movement and congrega0on related
to COVID-19, the NYPD will naturally play a role in enforcing these restric0ons. However, it is cri0cally
important that this does not result in over-policing or the increase of excessive and discriminatory
policing prac0ces. In addi0on to ending arrests in the categories men0oned above, I call on the NYPD to
do the following:
●
●
●

●
●

Provide clear guidelines to New Yorkers on what type of enforcement they should expect from
the NYPD during this crisis;
Focus on an informa0ve and community-oriented approach when enforcing restric0ons rather
than a puni0ve one;
Avoid criminalizing youth of more color and other popula0ons who have historically experienced
excessive policing at dispropor0onate levels. Especially given recent guidances around wearing
masks and associa0ons of criminality that have historically occurred regarding race and certain
ar0cles of clothing, with the speciﬁc eﬀorts must be made to avoid proﬁling;30
Hold oﬃcers accountable if they abuse authority and engage in abusive policing during epidemic
through disciplinary measures including dismissals when appropriate; and
ShiM ﬁscal resources have been allocated to enforcement to emergency social services and
community needs.
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Minimizing Court Proceedings & Prosecu0ons
In order to minimize court proceedings and avoid further popula0ng carceral facili0es, I urge the New
York State Uniﬁed Court System and the Oﬃces of New York City’s ﬁve borough-based District Atorneys
to decline to prosecute cases that emerge due to arrests that fall in the above categories.
I commend Brooklyn District Atorney Eric Gonzalez for ini0a0ng this process.31 I encourage his oﬃce to
further extend this prosecutorial moratorium to the above arrests and for all other District Atorneys to
do the same.
When prosecutorial proceedings are necessary, these should be conducted remotely to the greatest
extent possible. The New York State Uniﬁed Court and New York City District Atorneys have begun doing
so for both Criminal and Family proceedings and I commend them for doing so.32 As this shiM to remote
proceedings occurs, steps must be taken to ensure that defendants have the resources needed to
par0cipate.
Bail Reform
Despite the obvious need to minimize our jail popula0on, there are some who are calling for the rollback
of the crucial bail reforms that were passed by the State Legislature and signed by the Governor last
year. Weakening these reforms in any way, including increasing the use of remand through the
applica0on of a “dangerousness standard” or a “risk-assessment tool”, would further populate our
already overburdened jails through the unjust and discriminatory pre-trial deten0on of economically
disadvantaged people and people of more color.
Before the COVID-19 crisis, it was clear that these reforms needed to remain fully intact throughout the
State budgetary process and onwards. The present crisis exacerbates this need even further.
I am disappointed that in the recent state budgetary process, these crucial reforms were rolled back by
adding 15 new categories of oﬀenses that are now eligible for cash bail including misdemeanors and
“involving harm to an iden0ﬁable person or property”, an extremely vague and broad categoriza0on.”33
These harmful changes will place more New Yorkers in jail before receiving a fair trial at a 0me when we
urgently need to be reducing our jail popula0on.

Criminal JusEce Recovery
Decarcera0on
As we move towards closing Rikers and reducing New York City’s jail popula0on to a maximum of 3,000,
we must be approaching criminal jus0ce from a decarceral lens. For too long, all levels of government
have decimated families and communi0es by locking up people who pose no threat to society and
belong at home. Let us use this moment as a turning point.
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Those who were granted early release for public health reasons during the COVID-19 pandemic should
have their release reviewed upon the end of the pendency of the pandemic, with the aim of establishing
the vast majority of releases as permanent.
Addi0onally, legisla0ve, administra0ve, and procedural ac0on should be taken to move the NYPD
towards ending arrests listed in the above “Reducing Arrests” subsec0on. Further, District Atorneys
should use prosecutorial discre0on to decline to charge any people arrested for these reasons.
Carceral Condi0ons
All posi0ve reforms suggested for the COVID-19 crisis in the above “Condi0ons for Those who Remain
Incarcerated” sec0on should be made permanent. Any changes made due for public health that infringe
upon the rights of those who are incarcerated, including suspension of visita0on, must be immediately
reversed as soon as possible.
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INFRASTRUCTURE & ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
Infrastructure & Environmental JusEce Response
New York City was designed and created to facilitate mass transporta0on, hyperproduc0ve construc0on,
and employment opportuni0es, all of which do not easily allow for prac0ces which are known to prevent
the spread of COVID-19. The city of New York must take steps to promote infrastructural prac0ces which
prevent the spread of the virus, while also being mindful of the need for environmentally sound and
sustainable development and prac0ce. In order to implement these best prac0ces, the City of New York
must take steps to reduce density and interpersonal interac0on, take steps for a Green New Deal at the
city level, adequately deﬁne “essen0al construc0on”, work to support the MTA, as well as drivers,
promote food security, access to internet and WiFi, and implement a comprehensive beneﬁts and
resources portal.
Reducing Density and Interpersonal Interac0on
The City has taken many steps to ensure residents are able to prac0ce social distancing, however, more
aggressive ac0ons are urgently needed to immediately reduce density. These include:
● Closing City parks and playgrounds. While a sacriﬁce for many New Yorkers, this will reduce
conges0on and disincen0vize group gatherings. Playgrounds are not sani0zed, and as has been
widely seen, parks have allowed the con0nued congrega0on of large groups. While I am glad
that the Governor heeded the call to close playgrounds on April 1, 2020, this decision was made
too late and is insuﬃcient in scope. New York City Parks must be completely closed on a
temporary basis for no fewer than 14 days;
● Requiring essen0al businesses (such as grocery stores and pharmacies) to restrict in-store
visita0on to speciﬁc 0me slots per day for all individuals, and post signs reminding patrons of the
6-foot rule (signage should be mandatory);
● An increase in bike lanes to enable those who need to travel to work via bike more accessible;
and
● Expanding free Ci0 Bike access to all essen0al workers in order to increase commu0ng prac0ces
beter allow for social distancing. Hand sani0zing sta0ons should be installed at as many Ci0 Bike
sta0ons as possible.
Construc0on Work
Since the outbreak of the crisis, my Oﬃce has been calling for a moratorium on non-emergency
construc0on. Although late, I commend Governor Cuomo for ac0ng and restric0ng many kinds of nonemergency construc0on. However, the governor's policy s0ll permits some kinds of non-emergency
construc0on in the infrastructure sector. The City and State must recognize the diﬀerence between
essen0al and non-essen0al construc0on; recogni0on of this diﬀerence will save lives by limi0ng the
spread of COVID-19 while also promo0ng con0nual development of resources needed by all New
Yorkers.
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While it is absolutely vital that we maintain the city’s power grid, we should not permit u0li0es to
con0nue to work on projects that are unrelated to necessary repairs and basic maintenance. Recently,
Na0onal Grid put their North Brooklyn MRI pipeline project on pause out of concern for the workers that
may be impacted. While this is commendable, I am concerned that pauses on such projects are at the
discre0on of the u0li0es themselves and other similar projects may con0nue all across the city. We
should restrict all such projects during this crisis.
Further, it is clear to me that the scope of what is considered to be “aﬀordable housing” construc0on
during the pandemic must be narrowed. Currently, projects that include as litle as 20% of construc0on
towards aﬀordable housing units are considered essen0al.24 This threshold must increase to at least
50%.
Addi0onally, "Renova0ons", "Conversions", and “Improving Reliability” construc0on projects must be
halted during the COVID-19 crisis, unless they are for hospitals to expand their capacity for trea0ng more
pa0ents. Other non-essen0al ac0vi0es would be those which fall under construc0on of residen0al &
commercial as well as buildings and private homes.
Essen0al construc0on is construc0on necessary to immediately protect life and safety, such as
emergency repairs to buildings, sealing gas leaks, and preparing a non-essen0al construc0on site to be
safely mothballed.
Essen0al construc0on must exclusively be limited to construc0ng and maintaining the following:
● Potable Water Infrastructure;
● City Sewer Infrastructure & Wastewater Treatment Plants (WWTP);
● Internet Service Provider Infrastructure (Maintaining WiFi / Fiber Op0c Infrastructure);
● Gas U0lity (emergency only ex: gas leaks);
● Electric U0lity (emergency only ex: manhole ﬁres);
● Subway Sta0ons / Subway Tunnels;
● City's Bridges and Tunnels;
● City’s Streets & Highways;
● Hospital Expansions; and
● All Temporary Field Hospital Structures (Field Tents, Container/Conex Oﬃces)
I am troubled that there was a 270% increase of construc0on projects deemed as essen0al between
April 2 and April 9, 2020. It is clear to me that in order to restrict ac0ve construc0on to that which is
absolutely necessary during this phase of the pandemic, the City and State must adopt the criteria laid
out above.
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MTA and Port Authority
The city must issue a formal guidance that even during essen0al travel for groceries and pharmacies,
New Yorkers should remain within their neighborhoods in order to reduce the use of public
transporta0on.
In order to facilitate social distancing and promote the health of both workers and commuters,
leadership must con0nue to monitor the use and prac0cality of service levels.
For this reason and to adequately assess the impact of COVID-19 and the ﬁnancial needs required in the
wake of the crisis, the MTA and the Port Authority must provide full transparency in regard to ridership
sta0s0cs and prac0ce complete data sharing methods.35
Further, I am greatly disturbed by the high rate of COVID-19 contrac0on amongst transit workers, and
the apparent passive stance that the MTA has taken in rela0on to the tragic deaths of workers.36
The City of New York as well as the MTA must specify that the deaths of these workers take place “on the
job” in order to ensure that families receive the essen0al beneﬁts due to them. I am enraged that this
has not immediately occurred.37
In order to eﬀec0vely prevent more un0mely deaths, transit agencies must ensure that its frontline
workers have necessary personal protec0ve equipment and implement best prac0ces that minimize
interpersonal contact.
Addi0onally, I would like to acknowledge the heroism of MTA train operator Garret Goble, who tragically
passed away on March 27 while helping to save the lives of transit riders during a subway ﬁre.
Taxis and Ride Sharing Workers
As transporta0on around New York City grinds to a halt in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19, we
must work to support an essen0al part of the transporta0on workforce: taxi and rideshare drivers. The
city must take the following steps in order to ensure the protec0on of this workforce:
● Expanding the GetFoodNYC program38 through which licensed TLC drivers can deliver food to
New Yorkers in need to incorporate addi0onal essen0al services.
● Cancelling medallion mortgage payments for individual medallion owners for the dura0on of the
crisis and immediately stop all medallion foreclosures; and
● Adding Yellow and Green taxis to the Access-A-Ride ﬂeet in order to increase service for New
Yorkers with disabili0es.
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Food Security
Healthy food is essen0al for all New Yorkers. In an atempt to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and
eﬀec0vely ﬂaten the curve, especially in vulnerable communi0es, the City of New York must make a
concerted eﬀort to make nutri0ous food accessible. City agencies have made a strong collabora0ve
atempt to provide Grab and Go lunches to students across the ﬁve boroughs. This program has
eﬀec0vely delivered meals to thousands of children and has the possibility to provide nutrients to
thousands more.
The "Grab and Go" program must be expanded to all ages to ensure that New Yorkers who are
experiencing food insecurity are able to secure nutri0ous meals which promote their physical health and
immune systems.
I am pleased to recognize that on April 3, 2020, the Department of Educa0on announced that it had
made this expansion.39 To ﬁnd the nearest Grab and Go loca0on near you, you can text FOOD or COMIDA
to 877-877, call 311, or u0lize the digital tool found here.
See the full details of the program below:40
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Free "Grab and Go" meals are available for all New Yorkers.
Monday through Friday, 7:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Meals Hubs will operate for children and families from 7:30 am to 11:30 am, and for adults from
11:30 am to 1:30 pm.
No one will be turned away at any 0me.
No registra0on, ID, or documenta0on required.
All three meals a day may be picked up at the same 0me.
No dining space is available, so meals must be eaten oﬀ premises.
Parents and guardians may pick up meals for their children.

In order to no0fy all New Yorkers of Grab and Go loca0ons and program speciﬁca0ons, the City should
use its emergency text system to no0fy New Yorkers of the program.
To further ensure food access, the City should begin distribu0ng parcels of non-perishable foods with
high nutri0onal value at Grab and Go loca0ons in low income neighborhoods.
Those who are staﬃng the program deserve the utmost protec0on as well, and must be provided with
adequate protec0ve measures such as gloves, facial masks and access to sani0zers as well as hand
washing sta0ons.
While there is no food shortage in New York City at the moment, in the case of an extended interrup0on
of the supply chain, the city must prepare for a mechanism of distribu0ng and ra0oning exis0ng food
supplies. The Mayor's Oﬃce of Food Policy must consider and plan for this scenario in order to ensure all
New Yorkers will con0nue to have access to nutri0on. Special aten0on must be dedicated to addressing
food deserts, which create and reinforce inequality through restricted access to nutri0on.
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Internet & WiFi
As we move towards a virtual workforce, educa0on system and form of social interac0on, access the
internet is transi0oning from a privilege to an essen0al, and New York City policies must regard it as
such. Every household must have access to this essen0al resource, and inability to pay cannot be a
barrier.
A few providers have taken the essen0al step of waiving fees for students and reducing charges, a step
which should be taken by all providers. I applaud some providers for addi0onally opening their WiFi hotspots to the public, waiving late fees, and not termina0ng contracts due to inability to pay. All internet
providers should sign on to the Keep Americans Connected Pledge41, as we look to maximize the
aforemen0oned ac0ons.
Further, New York City agencies must take ac0ons to subsidize internet connec0on and create addi0onal
pathways to connec0vity.
Comprehensive Beneﬁts Navigator & Resource Guide
In the past weeks, all levels of government have begun to roll out programs intended to help folks
weather the storm of this crisis. In order to increase access and understanding of programs, New York
City should develop an interac0ve online navigator where individuals can determine how these programs
apply to them and how they can receive them.
The navigator should also include a centralized portal of resources that New Yorkers can access during
the crisis. The Department of Emergency management would manage this Navigator and work in
collabora0on with City agencies and community organiza0ons in order to maintain the page.
On April 8, 2020, Comptroller Stringer released an excellent digital resource center for New Yorkers that
houses recent policy changes regarding health and safety, op0ons for ﬁnancial support for residents and
businesses, and organiza0ons to reach out to for addi0onal assistance. The resource center can be
accessed here.
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Infrastructure & Environment Recovery
Green New Deal for NYC
With so many people out of work for the foreseeable future, and with the threat of a serious economic
downturn to come, we need to act now to protect and elevate those in frontline communi0es that are
impacted most by both economic and environmental injus0ce. Even before this crisis, those in frontline
communi0es lived in older housing with a dispropor0onately high burden of u0lity costs. They are also
those who face the majority of harm brought about by climate change.
Although we have only 10 years to ﬁght the climate crisis, people in these communi0es are already
feeling the eﬀects, whether it be through dealing with high-heat, low air quality, ﬂooding, and health
issues like asthma. It is literally 0me to get to work, and I want to highlight the demands of the Climate
Works for All coali0on42 which include
● Crea0ng local hire programs and pathways to appren0ceship and civil service 0tles that connect
city residents to well-paying jobs;
● Protec0ng the public interest by ensuring good working condi0ons via project labor agreements
and preserve work in the public sector where appropriate;
● Priori0zing renewable energy investments in communi0es that have historically been sites for
pollu0ng infrastructure;
● Conduc0ng a comprehensive cost-beneﬁt analysis of diﬀerent ﬁnancing mechanisms, including
direct funding, that facilitates the greatest beneﬁts to the city;
● Share energy savings from solar installa0ons with the communi0es and/or sites in which the
projects occur; and
● Unite members of labor and community to build rela0onships and iden0fy ways to work
together on climate change
Right now, we could use remote learning to get local workers trained on skills like HVAC and solar
installa0on. We have already been building out remote learning infrastructure through our schools, and
nonproﬁt community organiza0ons like WE ACT have the skills training programs. We can connect and
expand these programs and have our people ready to hit the ground running when the crisis is over to
retroﬁt and green our city.
MTA and Port Authority
In order to ensure the economic recovery of the impact of COVID-19 on transit, New York City leadership
must plan for a bailout for essen0al transit agencies as well as supplemental transporta0on
infrastructure including licensed commuter vans.
In order to adequately prepare, the MTA must be supported with federal resources. This money will be
used to ensure the safety of drivers and passengers, for example, through an eﬀort to disinfect sta0ons,
trains and busses every 72 hours will cost $300 million through the year.43
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The City is grateful for the approximately 3.8 billion dollars in federal funding that was included in the
federal coronavirus pandemic relief package. However, due to the extended dras0c drop in ridership that
has occurred due to the pandemic, future funds are likely to be needed as well.
It is important to con0nue the exis0ng funding plan and model for the MTA as well, given that the
projected $4 billion is based upon the understanding that the MTA will receive $6 billion in local and
state tax revenue that it was expec0ng before the crisis.44
The Port Authority of New York also requires the support of the federal government in the form of a
bailout, and has oﬃcially requested $1.9 billion in funding from the federal government.45 Any form of
bailout money must include some form of ﬁnancial relief for staﬀ which employ the sta0ons as well, such
as food service employees, and janitorial staﬀ. The needs of the 1,200 airport workers abruptly laid oﬀ
without service must speciﬁcally be addressed.46
Drivers
Uber drivers have been determined employees and have won unemployment insurance beneﬁts in New
York State, although given that the State has yet to audit the company, many drivers are not aware of
their access to these beneﬁts. Drivers must be informed of their ability to apply for unemployment
beneﬁts if they lose their job.
In addi0on, in order to ensure economic security, there must be expanded unemployment protec0ons
for drivers who have lost signiﬁcant income due to the COVID-19 pandemic as well as an established
beneﬁts policy for independent contractors, which I propose in further detail in the Educa0on &
Opportunity sec0on of this report. These measures cannot be temporary, as guaranteeing workers these
rights will improve economic stability beyond this immediate crisis.
Bailouts and Environmental Targets
As New York City aims to meet the ambi0ous environmental goals set by the 2019 Climate Mobiliza0on
Act, it is going to need the ac0ve par0cipa0on of its business community. As such, we should make
certain business support eﬀorts con0ngent upon mee0ng the sustainability goals set by the act.
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EDUCATION & OPPORTUNITY
Workforce Response
The COVID-19 Pandemic has proved to be as much of an economic crisis as it is a health crisis. When
workers are forced to risk their health and the health of their loved ones because they can’t aﬀord to
lose a paycheck, not only does it put us all at risk, it also highlights how inadequate our economy
remains for the majority of workers. Unfortunately, many of these issues have long existed underneath
the surface of our society, and the fragility of our current system is now highligh0ng how rampant the
economic inequality of our society has been all along. It turns out that many of our small businesses
have always been on the brink of closing down and laying oﬀ workers. Our newly laid oﬀ neighbors have
always been on the brink of losing their homes and being unable to aﬀord basic groceries and bills. All it
took was one month of lost income for a huge por0on of our economy to come crashing down.
Yes, local, state and federal government must provide immediate and signiﬁcant assistance to
businesses, workers, contractors, renters, homeowners, and those among us struggling the most in order
to help our society recover from this pandemic. But we must also take signiﬁcant and las0ng steps to
ensure that our society is not permanently on the doorstep of disaster.
New York City has one of the widest and most generous social safety nets in the na0on. Yet we see now
that this net has far too many holes that allow people to fall through, and even for the people it does
catch, it oMen doesn’t provide enough support for them to pick themselves back up. Now is the 0me to
right the wrongs of our economic system, our labor prac0ces, and our burdens upon hardworking New
Yorkers, so that whenever a future crisis strikes close to home, we can focus on dealing with the disaster
and not worry about pumng food on the table.

Essen0al Employees
We need to radically redeﬁne employees deemed essen0al in our workforce, and reduce hours of
opera0on wherever possible. For example, this could be done by closing Laundromats for two weeks
excep0ng limited hours for ﬁrst responders, and closing bars completely. Also, hours could be reduced
dras0cally in other “essen0al businesses” like restaurants, auto parts stores, and liquor stores to at most
a variable four-hour window, to ensure New Yorkers are staggering commutes and reducing conges0on
on public transporta0on.
Unemployed Workers
The federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act will provide a $1,200 check to Americans
earning less than $75,000, as well as increase unemployment beneﬁts by up to $600 per week for a
period of four months.47 While every dollar is crucial during 0mes like these, this act simply does not go
far enough to provide the relief that will allow struggling New Yorkers to recover. Financial assistance
should be 0ed to the cost of living index of the county an individual lives in - $1,200 goes a lot further in
Alabama than it does in New York. It also appears that this s0mulus will leave out our undocumented
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neighbors who perform so many cri0cal jobs across our city. This is unacceptable. We must move to
adopt the Denmark Model of addressing this crisis, which would entail the following steps:
●

●

The state covers 75% of a worker’s wages if they are threatened by job loss, up to $3,300 per
month. Companies will cover the remaining 25 percent, while workers will give up ﬁve days of
paid vaca0on 0me — in other words, work ﬁve days for free. The country would put the
economy on freeze. The current situa0on is forcing mass layoﬀs with no income for workers, and
would then depend on mass hirings aMer the crisis is over. This would leave millions without any
way to support their families, and would massively delay our economic recovery. Instead,
companies should retain their staﬀ, u0lize federal assistance to provide 75% pay to all workers,
and when the crisis comes to an end, our frozen economy could thaw out and everyone could
get back to work, fueling a much needed recovery. Workers will have been paid during this 0me,
paying their bills and buying necessi0es, preven0ng mass debt from accruing.
The deal covers companies who would have to lay oﬀ at least 30 percent of staﬀ, or ﬁMy staﬀ or
more. In return, companies commit to not lay oﬀ any staﬀ for economic reasons while they’re
receiving state compensa0on.

Hazard Pay for Essen0al Employees
Healthcare workers, ﬁrst responders, transit workers, pharmacy and grocery store workers, as well as
warehouse and delivery workers have stepped up to hold New York City together - they have
demonstrated the best of what our city has to oﬀer. They con0nue to put themselves in harm’s way to
keep us safe, care for our neighbors, and provide the essen0al goods that we all need. We are all dealing
with fear and worry about transmission during this pandemic, but they con0nue to show up in this 0me
of need. These essen0al workers deserve hazard pay for the danger they put themselves and their
families through. I propose that eligible essen0al workers receive up to an addi0onal 50% on top of their
exis0ng paychecks to reﬂect the danger that they put themselves through every day to serve New
Yorkers in their hour of need.
On April 7, 2020, Senate Democrats proposed a "Heroes Fund" that would provide premium hazard pay
for essen0al frontline workers. The plan would provide a $25,000 pandemic premium pay increase for
essen0al frontline workers, equivalent to a raise of an addi0onal $13 per hour from the start of the
public health emergency un0l December 31, 2020.48 I urge Congress and the President to include this
cri0cal fund in the “Phase Four” package of COVID-19 related federal relief.
Saving Small Businesses
The city, state and federal government must take huge steps in providing ﬁnancial assistance available to
our small businesses, including non-tradi0onal businesses like street vendors already reeling from the
crisis. This means providing cash to businesses that have been pushed to the verge of closing by this
crisis. This money would help businesses open back up, pay their rent, buy needed supplies, and hire
new workers while paying current workers. Businesses that retain their staﬀ and con0nue paying them
would receive grants, while businesses that decided to cut staﬀ or worker pay will receive no-interest
loans. Put simply, this means that if you keep your workers and pay them, you get to keep the money,
and if you don’t, you have to pay the government back.
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Like residen0al tenants, businesses are struggling to pay their rent due to no fault of their own. Un0l
businesses can re-open and get back on their feet, commercial rent must be suspended. I propose that
rents during this period of crisis be “cancelled,” and that the owner of the property be allowed to write
these losses oﬀ on their taxes. This provides substan0al economic relief to businesses without punishing
landlords.
Further, as the NYC Hospitality Alliance has raised, insurance companies must allow businesses to claim
business interrup0on insurance as a result of COVID-19.49
Universal Basic Income
New Yorkers are facing unprecedented levels of unemployment as businesses are shutering doors and
temporarily suspending produc0on. We must immediately take the following ac0ons:
●
●
●

The federal government must incorporate Senator Sanders’ plan of a monthly payment of $2k
for everyone, regardless of immigra0on status;
The City Council must pass a plan to oﬀer $550 for each adult and $275 for each child in New
York City, regardless of immigra0on status; and
For individuals who are unbanked and cannot accept a direct deposit, we should be sending
payments over prepaid debit cards.

The federal government’s decision to send checks to households across the country is concerning as it
immediately favors those with a direct deposit account while those without an account must wait weeks,
if not months. This would aﬀect about one in ten City households or 11.2% without a bank account.50
Households without a bank account, the “unbanked,” are more likely to be low-income, in debt, and in
communi0es of more color. In addi0on, undocumented immigrants will not receive any relief from the
federal government despite enduring the same amount of ﬁnancial pain as their neighbors. This is
wrong. Yet there is a way to ensure a more inclusive ﬁnancial system with the NYC SafeStart program,
which is a City partnership with banks and credit unions that make savings accounts for New Yorkers.
The SafeStart program does not include overdraM fees or monthly fees. It also gives an ATM card and
creates a low minimum balance. People can register with an IDNYC card, which ensures undocumented
New Yorkers are considered. The program can easily expand with more partner banks in the Bronx,
Queens, and Brooklyn with a waiver of the minimum deposit required so that New Yorkers can beneﬁt
from current and future policies--federal, state, or city--that requires a bank account.
Collec0on of Debt
The New York Atorney General recently suspended the collec0on of all student and medical debts owed
to the state, for at least 30 days.51 This was an extraordinary ac0on that now needs to be extended and
expanded on the state and federal level. The suspension of all student and medical debt should last for
at least one year, with no fees of any kind. Addi0onally, the state should cancel all interest on these
loans.
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Taxes and Fines
So many of our small businesses, street vendors, and self-employed individuals are struggling during this
0me, the city shouldn’t add to that struggle. I therefore propose that we establish tax breaks and
deferments of tax payments and ﬁnes for these en00es, for a period of six months with the possibility of
an extension for cases of hardship.
I am currently pursuing legisla0on to address this aim.
Price Gouging
As New York City and State’s COVID-19 case count steadily increases, many consumers are stockpiling
food, toiletries, and cleaning products. All the while, some merchants and wholesalers have drama0cally
inﬂated prices, poten0ally exacerba0ng the threat of exposure to the virus and endangering the public’s
health. One thing is clear, above all else, price gouging is occurring - dispropor0onately impac0ng lowincome people and vulnerable communi0es of color here in New York City.
My oﬃce recently released a brief, in collabora0on with Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams,
Manhatan Borough President Gale Brewer, and Bronx Borough President Robert Diaz, Jr. aiming to
address nefarious price gouging by:
●

●

●

●

Calling on the Atorney General to issue penalty fees along with a cease and desist leter upon an
ini0al report of price gouging; and subsequently issue a viola0on accompanying the maximum
penalty fee for stores that con0nue to inﬂate pricing aMer disregarding the ﬁrst viola0on; and to
permanently revoke merchant permits if price gouging persists thereaMer;
More eﬀec0vely preven0ng price gouging on essen0al items, especially when a state of
emergency has been declared in the City of New York, including tripling ﬁnes issued for instances
of price gouging;
Requiring weekly repor0ng to the Mayor's Oﬃce, the Oﬃce of the Public Advocate, the Speaker
of the New York City Council, all ﬁMy-one New York City Councilmembers, and each Borough
President of price gouging complaints called into 311 or reported online through 311’s Store
Complaint Form throughout the dura0on of this, and all other future, city-wide states of
emergency; and
Manda0ng the city’s Department of Consumer and Worker Protec0on (also known as
"Consumer Aﬀairs") to publicly report all issued price gouging related ﬁnes to this oﬃce, as well
as to the Mayor, Speaker, and each Borough President so that we, as electeds, may adequately
respond to the mater and assist cons0tuents in real 0me.

I am currently pursuing legisla0ve ac0on to codify these recommenda0ons.
Read the full Price Gouging Amid COVID-19: Policy Brief here.
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Workforce Recovery
Paid Sick Time and Family Leave
I am enormously grateful to State Senator Jessica Ramos and the state government for passing S8091, a
bill providing paid sick leave and job protec0ons for the majority of workers aﬀected by COVID-19
quaran0nes.52
Now it is impera0ve that we build and expand on this concept. If this virus has shown us anything, it is
that every single person needs paid 0me oﬀ - that means paid sick 0me, paid vaca0on 0me, and paid
family leave. We need these not just to prevent future employment catastrophes like the one we are
currently in the midst of, we need them because they are fundamental workers’ rights. We can vastly
increase the quality of life for every single worker in New York by taking the following ac0ons:
●
●
●

The New York State legislature and US congress must pass legisla0on to grant a minimum of 14
days paid sick leave per year for everyone;
The City Council must pass legisla0on to provide paid family leave to every household; and
The City Council must pass legisla0on that I have introduced, Int. 800, to grant all workers with
10 days paid personal 0me per year. I will be working alongside the City’s small business
community to ensure that the implementa0on of this legisla0on will be supplemented with
signiﬁcant assistance related to COVID-19, including measures recommended in this sec0on of
the report.

Working From Home
One of the greatest impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic has been the realiza0on that working from home
can and should be an op0on for most workers. For some workers this could mean every day, for others it
could mean once a week. We know that it’s feasible and produc0ve, and in our increasingly connected
world, it simply makes sense. I am calling for city government and private employers to immediately
create and implement permanent policies for employees to work from home.
Gig Workers
We must move to establish a portable beneﬁts program for independent contractors and part-0me
workers that is 0ed to the individual worker rather than the employer, so they can be taken from job to
job without interrup0on in coverage or loss of funding. Beneﬁts should include paid 0me oﬀ, paid
family and sick leave, health insurance, vision and dental insurance, future savings programs including
re0rement, workers' compensa0on, disability insurance, accident insurance, life insurance, and
commuter beneﬁts. Funding should be split between a service tax and an employer tax. I am currently
exploring legisla0on that could implement such a program.
We must also classify gig workers as exactly what they are - workers. Not contractors, not freelancers,
nor any other label that allows companies to exploit workers using loopholes. Anyone providing regular
labor to a company deserves a salary and beneﬁts.
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Saving Small Businesses
No mater how much assistance is provided, we can’t forget that many businesses were struggling before
this crisis even began. A major reason for this is that many commercial landlords con0nually raised rent
on successful businesses, charging them more and more un0l they eventually couldn’t aﬀord it anymore
and were forced to close down. This is a leading factor behind why 9% percent of storefronts in the city
remain empty.53
The Department of Finance and Small Business Services must immediately develop a system for
evalua0ng small and struggling businesses within our communi0es and implement a form of commercial
rent control, capping rents with only very small increases allowed. This will allow our businesses to
thrive, hiring more employees and paying them higher wages. I also propose that we create a permanent
one shot deal program for small businesses that encounter temporary struggles. This would require strict
income and labor guidelines to receive a no/low interest loan to be paid back to the city.
AMer this crisis has passed, we need to precisely iden0fy the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has
had on our businesses. With clear data, we can easily iden0fy neighborhoods that were heavily hit and
determine which areas need the most assistance. SBS can help iden0fy these businesses by construc0ng
a database of small businesses that request loans and grants. This could then be separated by
neighborhoods, zip codes, and census tracts. The inten0on is to analyze and visualize the hardest hit
industries and neighborhoods that would lead to smarter and faster policy decisions.
Non-Proﬁts
Non-Proﬁts and Community Based Organiza0ons (CBOs) play a cri0cal role in providing services and
assistance to New Yorkers. They are on the ground when it comes to solving our city’s needs, ﬁlling in the
gaps and supplemen0ng the eﬀorts of the government. Many such organiza0ons depend on charitable
dona0ons and government funding, opera0ng on extremely 0ght budgets. It is with this in mind that we
must demand nonproﬁts are included in economic recovery eﬀorts made by all levels of government. I
join with the non-proﬁt community in proposing the following ac0ons for our community
organiza0ons54:
● Remove contractual performance targets for non-proﬁts contracted by the city that they will
likely be unable to meet amid the COVID-19 pandemic;
● Provide the same access to grants and no-interest loans as small businesses;
● Ensure healthcare for all of our community members; our uninsured and undocumented fear the
ﬁnancial costs of gemng tested, which poses a danger to all of us;
● All levels of government must commit to honoring budgeted contract levels to ensure
organiza0onal con0nuity; agencies should work with and listen to umbrella organiza0ons who
are the direct link to impacted communi0es;
● Fund immediate needs and emerging demands, like tes0ng, space for quaran0ne, supplies,
increased in0mate partner violence and bias violence against Asian communi0es;
● SBS must expand the employee grant reten0on program to include all nonproﬁt organiza0ons;
● SBS must expand the COVID-19 loan program to nonproﬁts;
● The Department of Finance must place a moratorium on debt and tax payments for nonproﬁts
and small businesses losing revenue during this economic crisis;
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●
●

The Mayor’s Oﬃce of Contract Services must suspend the wet, notarized signatures on contracts
requirement while our organiza0ons prac0ce social isola0on; and
The City must commit to paying budgeted contract levels in full and advance through FY21,
declare that new guidance supersedes previous inﬂexible guidance, and streamline the process
and templates to change scopes of work.

All guidelines above should addi0onally apply to houses of worship.
Universal Basic Income
When we are on the other side of the pandemic we now face, the need for universal basic income will
lessen, but for New Yorkers living in poverty, for families experiencing homelessness despite working, we
need to have a real plan going forward. I propose the following.
● A Universal Basic income program for all New Yorkers and children or parents and guardians
earning under $50,000 annually;
● This program would automa0cally deposit to a municipal credit union account unless individuals
demonstrate hardship in accessing an MCU site, and should be sending payments over prepaid
debit cards; and
● Payments would be $1,000 per month for adults, and $550 for children under 21;
Collec0on of Debt
I am calling on the United States congress to pass Senator Elizabeth Warren’s Student Loan Debt Relief
Act to completely eliminate student debt for every American. Paying predatory loans for decades won’t
s0mulate our economy. Money in the pockets of people looking to buy homes and goods will.
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EducaEon Response
Remote Learning
We commend the 0reless and incredible work of teachers and educators across the city who have had to
change methodology, care, instruc0on, and more of their workplace and classroom communi0es to
meet the demands of remote learning.
It is absolutely crucial that during the crisis, and at all 0mes, that students and families are supported
and feel safe in gemng the many social services provided by our schools including but not limited to
meals, medical care, mental health care, access to internet capable devices, access to internet, and
access to educa0on.
Access to Internet Capable Devices
Regardless of 0mes of crisis, year round we have heard from the community - our parents, caretakers,
families, and educators - that access to an internet access point and access to internet capable device
resources are necessary.
We are happy to see that there are a number of private-public partnerships working together across the
city to provide access to internet and access to internet capable devices to public school students across
the city.
As referenced within the Infrastructure and Environmental sec0on of this report, it is essen0al that
internet capable devices and internet connec0vity reaches all students across New York City and so it is
essen0al that the City implements plans that address access through a number of ways including:
●
●

●

●

●

●

The DOE and the City must nego0ate with a vendor to provide free portable Wi-Fi routers so that
families can take advantage of the free data plans from cellular service providers;
The DOE must beter maximize distribu0on of tech for internet capable device needs. If an NYC
student in your family needs a remote learning device, please ﬁll out the following survey:
htps://coronavirus.schools.nyc/RemoteLearningDevices or call 718.935.5100 and press #5;
DOE must implement an accountability plan that ensures outreach has been made to every
student in the DOE that conﬁrms internet access and access to an internet capable device across
the city;
DOE must implement caretaker/parent training accessible to families by phone and visual aid of
a video to help support those caretakers and parents who are not as equipped for the
technology solu0ons and troubleshoo0ng;
DOE must implement a remote learning hotline for technology issues to support students,
parents, and caretakers with the ability to reach out for direct help with technology issues they
are facing while semng up or maintaining an internet capable device of their student child
oﬀered with transla0on services; and
DOE must priori0ze IEP students to receive a distribu0on of technology with face-to-face
technology abili0es in order to allow for face to face therapy needed for students.
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Materials
●

All assignments must be provided with the ability to be completed without a worksheet and
prin0ng needed. Many assignments currently request for assignments to be printed out.

WiFi and Hardware Access in Shelters and Non-Connected Neighborhoods
●

●

Hardware equipment in school facili0es such as computers should be transferred to shelters
when possible in order to enable students experiencing homelessness to more eﬀec0vely
con0nue their educa0on; and
WiFi and laptops could be placed in school buses, then sta0oned in front of shelters to form a
mobile virtual classroom. Mobile hand washing sta0ons as well as sani0za0on methods must be
in place for these learning sta0ons as well. These buses should be placed in front of shelters
known to have large popula0ons of children in order to minimize the amount of travel needed in
order for students to atend class.

Language Access
●
●
●

DOE must ensure that informa0on on remote learning and signing up for an internet capable
device is provided in all of the DOE’s oﬃcial languages;
Many teachers do not know that they have access to transla0on services so they can beter
support parents through remote learning; and
DOE must beter promote the fact that all teachers can access transla0on services to support
families who speak languages other than English. These services, however, come out of
individual school budgets, and will run out. The DOE must commit to con0nuing to fund these
services.

Atendance
We ask that the DOE implements a plan to support both students and staﬀ who must be absent in
atending schools for learning or for work due to illness. We ask that the City considers the following
areas when developing solu0ons for this challenge including:
● Crea0ng a mandatory Mental Health/Wellness Day oﬀ where students, parents, and educators
focus on wellness. Educators can use this to prepare for the coming week;
● Staﬃng and subs0tutes for when educators are absent and unable to teach virtual classes;
● Plans to support students who may have caretakers/parents who are sick and under tested but
home sick so they aren't able to atend to support their child's remote learning success;
● Plans to account for parents/caretakers who are unable to support their students virtual learning
due to the need to be tech savvy; and
● Students who are sick during this 0me and aren't able to atend remote classes.
Extra Curricular Opportuni0es
In order to ensure best prac0ces which promote the well being - both mental health and physical health
of students, the Department of Educa0on must take the following steps:
● Engage Physical Educa0on educators in virtual learning for students; and
● U0lize online learning to lead interac0ve learning opportuni0es for students to move their
bodies and understand their mental health.
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Students with Disabili0es
The DOE must develop a comprehensive plan on mee0ng the needs of students with disabili0es during
the pandemic, including those with Individualized Educa0on Plans (IEPs). This plan should include the
following:
● Engaging 1-on-1 with parents and caregivers to the greatest extent possible;
● Ensuring that each school con0nues to make every eﬀort to have these students con0nue to
receive instruc0on from the same special educa0on teacher(s) and/or teacher team(s) and
classroom paraprofessional(s) that usually teach them. The DOE must share each school’s
progress of accommoda0ng their students;
● Distribu0ng assis0ve technology;
● Providing via teletherapy or video-conferencing through providers and schools; Providers and
schools must contact families to discuss the service plan for each student. The DOE must create
an accountability protocol for those providers who do not comply with this mandate; and
● Ensuring students in charter, non-public and preschools receive SETSS, SEIT, and related services
remotely, in the same manner, such services as provided to students in district public schools.
Grades
● Make classes op0onal pass/fail this semester for students who have a demonstrated
interference to learning due to COVID-19.
Protocol for Informing School Community of Posi0ve Tes0ng
We know that schools center much of our communi0es across the city. During crisis, we have heard from
advocates that there needs to be the following orders liMed on teachers in order to inform community of
medical contamina0on risk such as:
● Ins0tu0ng a protocol for each school to track reported posi0ve cases of COVID-19 inside their
school. This protocol should include a joint statement from the DOE and DOHMH;
● Ins0tu0ng a communica0on contact protocol to share with the school community with updates
on the school communi0es number of posi0ve COVID-19 cases; and
● LiMing gag orders on teachers and staﬀ within the school if they are repor0ng themselves as
having tested posi0ve for COVID-19.
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Childcare
While some essen0al employees are required to con0nue working without the beneﬁt of open public
schools, I recommend the following:
● A Department of Educa0on (DOE) Childcare Plan that:
○ Speciﬁes that all essen0al employees of the city are provided childcare, including
frontline workers like food-service workers, street vendors, grocery and drug store
workers in the DOE’s childcare plan;
○ Emphasizes an appropriate social distancing model that mandates a speciﬁc number of
feet per classroom per student there, which allows for six feet of distance at all 0mes;
and
○ Ensures that, for essen0al workers who don’t qualify under DOE child care plan, there is
an op0on to receive subsidized childcare; and
● Conver0ng unused DOE spaces (like gymnasiums, auditoriums, etc.) to be used as essen0al
medical facili0es for localized tes0ng, quaran0ne, and/or training so as to not overload local
hospitals and medical clinics. These spaces must be available to be used as isola0on units for
those with COVID19 with moderate - mild symptoms.
Food Provision
Access to food for all New Yorkers, especially its children, is essen0al and a basic human right. On
average, according to Community Food Advocates, the Department of Educa0on serves up to 900,000
meals per day to children across its schools.
During crisis, it is fundamental that there are localized eﬀec0ve, dependable distribu0on channels for
families to pick up meals they need without pumng themselves at greater health risk with long travel,
speciﬁcally for students living in temporary housing, shelters, and/or receive free or reduced lunch.
Schools served approximately 560,000 meals across all ﬁve boroughs last week, and par0cipa0on is
expected to rise in the coming weeks.The city is partnering with delivery service DoorDash to deliver
meals to students whose medical needs are so signiﬁcant that they shouldn’t be leaving their home to
get meals. The city has expanded their coverage with DoorDash to deliver meals to expand it to all family
members, and this must con0nue for the length of the crisis. The following ac0ons should addi0onally be
taken:
● The city’s 9,000 school food workers are s0ll working full-0me to make the meals. In past
emergencies, school food workers were allowed to come in on an op0onal basis, and oﬀered
extra pay for doing so, but that has not been the case during the coronavirus emergency. We
must make sure employees at greater risk or caring for high risk family members are aﬀorded
this op0on; and
● The city must contract with TLC, nonproﬁts like City Harvest and Citymeals on Wheels that
already do this work, and u0lize the tens of thousands DOE professionals who have signed up to
volunteer to deliver school meals to families in need, many of who have just become full-0me
teachers and do not have the 0me to travel to pick up meals everyday.
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Youth Welfare Regarding Domes0c Violence
We ask for the immediate plans to:
● Implement student support in real 0me regarding student mental health and physical well being;
and
● Implement appropriate and proac0ve outreach to students and families through ACS from their
current ACS providers and networks to ensure that maintained communica0on con0nues.
Speciﬁca0ons regarding consistency of contact must be made in order to maximize eﬃciency.
The New York City Mayor’s Oﬃce to End Domes0c and Gender-Based Violence closed ﬁve of its Family
Jus0ce Centers last week, but it’s s0ll opera0ng services remotely. I call on the City to adver0se these
services broadly, so that they can be accessed by the people who rely on them during the crisis.
From Monday to Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM, you can call your nearest Family Jus0ce Center at the following
numbers:
● Bronx: 718-508-1220
● Brooklyn: 718-250-5113
● Manhatan: 212-602-2800
● Queens: 718-575-4545
● Staten Island: 718-697-430055
In the evenings or weekends:
● Call NYC's 24-hour Domes0c Violence Hotline (800-621-4673); or
● Visit the NYC HOPE Resource Directory online at www.nyc.gov/NYCHOPE
● For help with stress and anxiety please call NYC Well (888-692-9355) or text "WELL" to 65173.
● For emergencies, call 911.56
Crea0on and Implementa0on of COVID-19 Community Task Force
I, along with Senator Jackson, Senator Ramos, Councilmember Treyger, and a number of Community
Educa0on Councils and community organiza0ons have encouraged the DOE to create and staﬀ a task
force which would be composed of two working groups, one of which would address suppor0ng
students with disabili0es, and the other focused on suppor0ng mul0-language-learners. The taskforce
should be comprised of key stakeholders such as parents, students, providers as well as DOE oﬃcials,
and play a role in crea0ng policies which address the opening of NYC public schools, summer school and
credit recovery, curriculum content crea0on, services supports for students with disabili0es, services and
supports for mul0lingual learners as well as immigrant families, services and supports in temporary
housing as well as foster care, and recommenda0ons regarding students who have been suspended.
A full proposal of the taskforce can be read here.
CUNY
We commend CUNY for the number of eﬀorts they have put forth including a special task force to
address needs across all its campuses. This has allowed them to ins0tute a number of measures that
more equitable serve students and meet needs in real 0me such as:
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●
●

●

Crea0ng a centralized place for updates - htps://www.cuny.edu/cuny-con0nuity/cunycon0nuity-for-students/;
Crea0ng the Recalibra0on Period for Educa0onal Equity, as this allows them to review and revise
processes from the ﬁrst week of virtual classes with students and faculty in order to make
appropriate adjustments; and
Extending the class withdrawal period to the last day of classes, as this means students will have
20 days from the day ﬁnal grades post to decide if they want to have the leter grade changed to
a credit/non credit to protect their GPAs.

However, there are numerous areas where addi0onal immediate ac0on is needed. I recommend the
following:
● A process as to how reimbursements will be made to students who paid for housing and meal
plans that they are no longer permited to reside in their dorms or use their meal plans due to
the closing of all residency and meal related services and buildings;
● A process to ensure housing when necessary for all students who require it, once they were
unable to remain in their campus’ residency; and
● A comprehensive plan for distribu0on/subsidizing of necessary tech distribu0on so that internet
capable devices are distributed to students who are no longer able to access their school’s public
library;
● A comprehensive plan that does not discount a student who has missed remote work while
awai0ng an internet capable device;
● Ensuring credits/hours are accumulated when at all possible.
I am pleased to recognize that throughout the beginning of April 2020, CUNY has taken ac0on to enact
many of the above recommenda0ons. Further, I would like to commend CUNY for ini0a0ng an
emergency relief fund that is providing grants to low-income students.57
Post-Secondary Readiness Support to Students
High school students - par0cularly high school juniors and seniors - are deeply impacted by this 0me of
crisis. For all prospec0ve ﬁrst-year college students, there are many ques0ons that are being updated
daily and weekly.
Below are the latest updates on the the following elements in the college process:
● College Board Updates - htps://pages.collegeboard.org/collegeboard-covid-19-updates?
excmpid=mtg625-st-1-cm
● SAT (Scholas0c Ap0tude Test) Updates - htps://pages.collegeboard.org/natural-disasters
● ACT (American College Tes0ng) - htps://www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html
● AP (Advanced Placement) Updates for Schools - htps://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/
news-changes/coronavirus-update
We commend the college and guidance counselors across our schools, the many community based
organiza0ons, and the nonproﬁts who are working to address concerns and ongoing updates impac0ng
students’ college going process, con0nued naviga0on, and its impact on college aﬀordability.
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Community based organiza0ons and nonproﬁts that support schools and communi0es with student
success, advising, and ﬁnancial planning for post-secondary readiness and success are asking for support.

Summer Youth Employment Program
On April 7, the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD) announced its inten0on to
cancel the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) in 2020, eﬀec0ve immediately, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. I strongly condemn this decision that would strip 75,000 young New Yorkers of
employment and engagement that provides ﬁnancial support, invaluable professional experience, and a
produc0ve way to spend 0me. Instead of canceling SYEP, I propose that DYCD immediately rescind
cancella0on of the SYEP program and begin retooling the program so that it can func0on remotely
through socially-distant models.
By providing young people with a ﬁnancial incen0ve to stay indoors during the summer months, a
remote SYEP would serve as a cri0cal mechanism to prevent the spread of COVID-19 both amongst
young people and those that they live with.
Addi0onally, we know that employment makes young people feel more purposeful and less likely to
become involved in illegal ac0vity. A comprehensive study conducted by the Brookings Ins0tute in
Boston demonstrated that summer youth jobs cut violent crime arrests in half, without u0lizing law
enforcement.58 As we look to immediately reduce our incarcerated popula0on, we cannot remove
cri0cal crime preven0ng measures like SYEP.
Also, the COVID-19 pandemic has severely impacted the ﬁnancial well-being of many New York families,
who have had to confront stressors like job loss, increased medical expenses, and increased child care
expenses. As such, the ﬁnancial beneﬁts of paid employment or an equivalent s0pend are that much
more cri0cal this summer for young people and their families.
Further, we know that the SYEP program has had the largest beneﬁt on our marginalized youth,
communi0es of more color, and low-income families across our City. The current crisis we are facing
dispropor0onately impacts those exact same communi0es, and cumng these programs will only deepen
the hurt these communi0es face and will con0nue to face.
It is also important to note that there are many full and part-0me posi0ons that exist within workplaces,
especially not-for-proﬁt workplaces, that are dependent upon SYEP. If the program is canceled, many
program coordinators and administrators will have their jobs put at serious risk.
SYEP can be retooled as a remote program by u0lizing exis0ng infrastructure and developing
supplementary ini0a0ves.
The money needed to run SYEP this summer has already been allocated through the City’s Adopted
Budget for Fiscal Year 2020. And just this week, employers across the City were veted and awarded as
SYEP providers. The City already has the structures it needs to implement a remote SYEP program that
supports providers, their staﬀ, and young people. In order to do so, DYCD should:
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●

●
●
●
●
●

Engage directly with the es0mated 6,500 employers who are SYEP providers by distribu0ng a
survey that would help the Department assess providers’ capacity to provide par0cipa0ng youth
with a work curriculum that can be performed remotely;
Ensure students should be able to keep the remote learning devices given to them by the DOE
and use these devices to perform remote work;
U0lize DYCD’s virtual student orienta0on and training on SYEP, which was used in 2019 for
students assigned to certain providers;
Create a private-public partnership with an online learning pla•orm that would allow for SYEP
providers to develop virtual remote SYEP structures and processes across all providers;
U0lize exis0ng approved and used video pla•orm of MicrosoM Teams, which also meets capacity
needs allowing for mee0ngs to host up to 250 members; and
Convene a virtual event for all provider directors to collaborate to develop all youth employment
curricula

While some providers may be unable to provide a remote work curriculum, DYCD can mi0gate this dropoﬀ by implemen0ng a s0pended training program that provides youth with cri0cal skills that will prepare
them to thrive in the modern workforce. This would also improve learning outcomes for youth by
mi0ga0ng the “summer melt” phenomenon, in which 0me away from classroom sets signiﬁcantly youth
backwards in their learning trajectory. Further, this framework would also allow for youth who are
tradi0onally excluded from SYEP due to immigra0on status to par0cipate. Trainings can include:
● STEAM for All (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math)
○ Professional development in partnership with a coali0on of organiza0ons to teach high
demand skills such as coding.
● Green New Deal Workforce Development
○ Remote learning can be used to get young New Yorkers trained on skills like HVAC and
solar installa0on that are needed to perform green jobs and help New York City tackle
the climate crisis.
● Digital Census Organizing
○ Young people can work alongside NYC Census and contracted community-based
organiza0ons to increase census par0cipa0on through measures such as phone-banking
and text-banking.
● Project-Based Learning
○ Remote project-based skills can connect to essen0al skills on how to use tools like
Google Suite, 0me management, and other essen0al skill building.
● Career Readiness
○ Skills based engagement that helps to build career skills like resume building,
networking, learning from team members, management, interviewing, informa0onal
interviewing, and job searching.
● College Access for All
○ Nonproﬁt partnerships could be leveraged to use exis0ng virtual trainings and learning
pla•orms to grow skills and build mastery in college preparedness grades 9-12.

36

COVID-19 PANDEMIC: PRELIMINARY RESPONSE & RECOVERY REPORT

EducaEon Recovery
Materials
Students in need of technology must be allowed to keep the remote learning devices given to them
par0cularly students in Temporary Housing (STH).
CUNY
The CUNY student body is made up of predominantly students who come from low-income
backgrounds, who will be dispropor0onately impacted by the economic eﬀects of COVID-19. The City
must take ac0on to address their unique needs. My Oﬃce has long called for increased resources for
CUNY and I am proud to have released a report last fall which laid out my recommenda0ons, which are
par0cularly apt in this current moment, including:
● Full programma0c funding from the City and State- $108.2 million and $137.7 million in Fiscal
Year 2020, respec0vely;
● Elimina0ng the TAP gap in the pursuit of moving towards making CUNY tui0on-free once more;
and
● Suppor0ng CUNY faculty including adjunct professors, who should make at $7,000 per course.
The full report can be read here.
Addi0onally, I will be exploring a new funding stream for CUNY by requiring private universi0es to pay
property taxes on all future real estate purchases and direc0ng all subsequent revenue to CUNY.

HOUSING EQUITY
Housing Response
Rent
46% of New Yorkers are renters, an on average, rent makes more than 32% of their income.59
In order to ensure the health of en0re communi0es, as leaders, we must suspend rent payments un0l
New Yorkers are able to return to work. Similar to the manner in which mortgage payments have been
suspended in New York State, rent payments in New York must also be suspended. No individual or
family should be accumula0ng any form of rent debt.
We cannot leave renters behind while incen0vizing homeowners and landlords with payment
forgiveness.
I implore the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign pass S8125A/A10224A
sponsored by Senate Deputy Majority Leader Michael Gianaris and Assembly Member Yuh-Line Niou,
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which would cancel rent for tenants across the state who are facing ﬁnancial hardship because of the
coronavirus and in turn allow landlords to write oﬀ that amount from the mortgages they owe.60
Addi0onally, rent increases must be frozen un0l New Yorkers are able to return to work. A rent freeze
would prevent exis0ng rental agreements or new ones from increasing for the dura0on of this crisis.
Further, we must end the carve-outs that are writen into the statewide evic0on suspension. While the
suspension is an essen0al step in recognizing the importance of housing as healthcare, the current
memorandum s0ll allows new evic0on cases to be ﬁled. No new evic0on cases should be brought to
court and a state-wide rent moratorium must be enacted.
U0li0es
Access to heat, hot water, gas and electricity are necessi0es that promote the health and well being of
individuals and communi0es, and therefore must not be compromised during this 0me due to inability
to pay. Con Edison has taken a valuable step by suspending shut-oﬀs due for customers experiencing
payment diﬃcul0es during this 0me.61 Moving forward, all u0lity payments should be suspended during
this 0me of crisis.
Housing Opportuni0es for New Yorkers Experiencing Homelessness
People experiencing homelessness have consistently been a vulnerable popula0on, however now more
than ever it is essen0al to recognize housing as a form of healthcare. There are approximately 62,590
people experiencing homelessness in New York City as of December 201962 and more than two thirds of
the sheltered popula0on are families. Individuals and families who are currently experiencing
homelessness are deserving of their right to housing. If New York City takes the steps below, we can
dras0cally increase housing during this par0cularly fraught moment.
First, New York City must u0lize empty hotels and dorm rooms as housing. Given the lull in travel,
hundreds of hotel rooms are empty and should be repurposed for use by people experiencing
homelessness. Alameda County in California leased two hotels for $2.1 million a month, with priority
given to those experiencing homelessness and over the age of 60.63 New York City should follow suit by
contrac0ng with hotels in order to u0lize empty rooms. Last year, the use of City hotel rooms and
services for people experiencing homelessness averaged $237 per night. In addi0on, given that students
have vacated campuses, dorm rooms could also be u0lized as housing for people experiencing
homelessness through the dura0on of the crisis.64
Addi0onally, we need to iden0fy and grant emergency access to vacant apartments. There are thousands
of empty apartments in New York City which could be used to house the most vulnerable. A similar eﬀort
has been put in place in Des Moines Iowa, where individuals over 60 with compromised immune systems
have been housed in formerly vacant apartments.65 This eﬀort should be replicated in order to ﬂaten
the curve and save the lives of hundreds.
Further, in order to permanently house people experiencing homelessness as well as low income New
Yorkers, the Department of Housing Preserva0on must assess the feasibility of proposing vacant and
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abandoned buildings for permanent long term housing. I have long advocated for the repurposing of
vacant and abandoned buildings and passed the Housing Not Warehousing Act in 2018, which requires
the Department of Housing Preserva0on and Development to report on the vacant buildings or lots
under the jurisdic0on of the Department.66 This current moment of crisis further emphasizes the need
for immediate ac0on in this area.
Improving the Shelter System
There are more than 18,000 individuals housed in New York City’s Shelter system,67 however the manner
in which the shelters are operated does not prevent the spread of COVID-19. The city must take the
following ac0on steps to adequately shelter New Yorkers and reduce the risk of shelter residents
contrac0ng the virus:
● Remove at-risk shelter residents. At-risk residents are deﬁned as those with asthma,
compromised immune systems and those over 60. These residents should be placed in more
easily isolated housing accommoda0ons such as vacant hotels and dorm rooms;
● Facilitate social distancing and isola0on within the shelter system through expanded access to
private areas. All shelter residents must be allowed to stay in dorms during the day instead of
being forced to leave;
● Waive eligibility rules for people entering shelters;
● Suspend local requirements to pay shelter rent;
● Dedicate safe and isolated space to the to the care of shelter residence who test posi0ve for
COVID-19; and
● Ensure staﬀ at these facili0es have all necessary personal protec0ve equipment and have
established workplace protocols necessary to minimize risk of contrac0ng the virus.
Access to Resources
In addi0on to physical shelter, there are a number of resources which promote the health and well being
of people experiencing homelessness. Many of these resources fall within the jurisdic0on of New York
City, and many have minimal ﬁnancial implica0ons and will promote health as well as con0nued
personal, professional and educa0onal development.
● Increase access to showers. The Department of Parks & Recrea0on has 54 Outside Pool facili0es
and 12 Indoor Pool facili0es that can be converted into public showering facili0es. In addi0on,
public schools which have shower facili0es should be opened for people experiencing
homelessness;
● Many schools that have access to electronics such as computers may be transferred to shelters
which would enable students experiencing homelessness to con0nue their educa0on; and
● Wiﬁ and laptops could be placed in school buses, then sta0oned in front of shelters to form a
mobile virtual classroom. Mobile hand washing sta0ons as well as sani0za0on methods must be
in place for these learning sta0ons as well. These buses should be placed in front of shelters
known to have large popula0ons of children in order to minimize the amount of travel needed in
order for students to atend class.
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New Yorkers Who Are Street Homeless
Thousands of people who are experiencing chronic homelessness are dispropor0onately vulnerable to
the risk of contrac0ng COVID-19. In order to ensure best prac0ces which promote the well being of this
popula0on, the City must take the following steps:
● Halt on issuing summonses to street homeless New Yorkers who refuse to go to a Subway
Diversion outreach centers/teams. These centers may be crowded with other individuals, and
puts these homeless individuals at risk of contrac0ng or spreading COVID-19;
● Halt violent and harsh removal prac0ces for people experiencing homelessness. There must be
no stops, 0ckets or arrests for people experiencing homelessness, as this can and will promote
the spread of COVID-19. Police must be removed from outreach mechanisms and prac0ces; and
● Open public restrooms as well as create more public hand washing sta0ons available for all New
Yorkers. In these areas, hygiene kits, hand sani0zers and warm clothing must be provided.
● As addressed at the top of this sec0on, hotel rooms and vacant apartments should also be open
to street homeless New Yorkers to provide safety and sanitary condi0ons, as well as poten0al
isola0on for this most vulnerable popula0on.
Inclusion in Financial Relief
Current discussions on ﬁnancial relief at the federal level create a variety of barriers whereas people
experiencing homelessness would not be able to receive said relief. In New York City this cannot be the
case. When ﬁnancial relief is oﬀered, the City must ensure that the parameters would enable those
experiencing homelessness to receive ﬁnancial relief as well. I call on the Department of Homeless
Services to develop a plan that will ensure that this takes place.

Housing Recovery
Rent and Evic0ons
Once a rent moratorium is liMed at the end of the COVID-19 pandemic, addi0onal steps must be taken to
prevent evic0ons and halt the exorbitant rent increases that far too many New Yorkers have been
experiencing. These include:
● The passage and signing of the statewide Home Stability Support (HSS) A1620/S2375 bill
introduced by Assemblymember Andrew Hevesi and Senator Liz Krueger. This bill would create a
new statewide rent supplement for families and individuals who are eligible for public assistance
beneﬁts and who are facing evic0on, homelessness, or loss of housing due to domes0c violence
or hazardous living condi0ons. HSS will be 100% federally and state-funded, and will replace all
exis0ng op0onal rent supplements;
● The passage and signing of the statewide Good Cause Evic0on bill A5030B/S2892B Pass good
cause evic0on with no unconscionable rent increases to protect tenants who live in small, nonowner occupied buildings;
● Upholding the crucial rent stabiliza0on ac0ons passed by the State Legislature and signed by the
Governor in 2019;
● Close loopholes in the State’s current rent laws that incen0vize tenant harassment, cause sudden
and permanent rent hikes, and lead to evic0ons and a loss of aﬀordable housing;
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●
●

Improving tenants rights through the passage of my upcoming Worst Landlord Accountability
Act; and
Fundamentally revising policies around Mandatory Inclusionary Housing and rezoning, including
the passage of my bill Int. 1572, which would mandate a racial impact study for all rezonings.

U0li0es
Once a rent moratorium is liMed at the end of the COVID-19 pandemic, addi0onal steps must be taken to
keep u0lity bills down for New Yorkers including the moving of certain u0li0es under public ownership
and expanding public control of the wider grid, from genera0on to distribu0on.
Homelessness
It would be gravely irresponsible for the City to not establish a comprehensive housing permanency plan
for homeless people and families following the extraordinary circumstances of this unprecedented public
health emergency. It is incomprehensible that governmental oﬃcials are just now beginning to seriously
consider common sense ac0ons to give our most vulnerable safe places to live.
Homelessness has been a crisis in New York City long before the COVID-19 pandemic began; if we do not
exemplify the leadership this moment warrants to ensure housing as healthcare and a human right, the
homelessness epidemic will be only exasperated. We must work to provide housing permanency for the
homeless following this pandemic so as to not just simply return homeless people and families back to
the streets aMerwards.
Ac0ons that I support include:
● Using vacant apartments, abandoned buildings, and other city and state subsidized housing
developments to care for those experiencing homelessness; and
● The full implementa0on of a Housing First approach by DHS, which would priori0ze gemng
people into homes without barriers, under the no0on that once they have housing, they can
begin to deal with the factors that caused them to become homeless, such as job loss, mental
health issues, or addic0on.

CIVIC & COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
Immigrant Response
ICE Raids
In the face of the dire threat that the COVID-19 pandemic presents, Immigra0on and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) have cruelly con0nued to carry out deporta0on ac0ons in New York City. On March
18, ICE conducted at least three raids on Staten Island.68 I have consistently made it clear that New York
City is a sanctuary city that has no need for ICE’s presence. The health concerns presented by COVID-19
cement this fact—ICE must cease all enforcement ac0ons in New York City including Opera0on Palladium
and all BORTAC deployments.
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ICE in Hospitals
It is absolutely crucial that during the crisis, and at all 0mes, that immigrants feel safe gemng the medical
services they need. If New Yorkers who are symptoma0c avoid going to hospitals due to a fear of
immigra0on enforcement, it puts their risk as well as the health of the broader public at risk.
However, Immigra0ons and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has made it clear that they are not above the
cruel prac0ce of arres0ng and detaining people in and around hospitals. In February of this year, ICE
agents arrested Gaspar Avendano-Hernandez at Maimonides Medical Center aMer tasing him and
shoo0ng his partner’s son in the face outside of their own home. Incidents of this kind create an
atmosphere of fear that dissuade immigrants from seeking the care that they need.
ICE needs to immediately commit to permanently ceasing enforcement in and around hospitals. Further
New York City public and private hospitals must commit to turning away ICE agents if they enter their
facili0es and develop processes for doing such. I am currently pursuing legisla0ve ac0on that will allow
this to happen.
Immigra0on Court Proceedings
It is clear that immigra0on court proceedings cannot con0nue under these circumstances. I call on all
three immigra0on courts in New York City to immediately cease opera0ons through the dura0on of the
pendency of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Execu0ve Oﬃce of Immigra0on Review (EOIR) have postponed hearings scheduled to occur at the
immigra0ons courts at 26 Federal Plaza and 290 Broadway throughMay 1, 2020.69 I strongly urge them to
extend these closures.
Hearings for current detainees that are scheduled to take place at the 201 Varick Street immigra0on
court are s0ll proceeding.70 This presents several diﬃcul0es regarding ﬁling documents and atorneys
appearing telephonically, poten0ally resul0ng in defendants appearing without representa0on. In order
to protect due process, all proceedings must be temporarily suspended and cases should be
rescheduled.
Further, I call on the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign the Protect Our Courts Act
(S425A/2176A). This bill, introduced by Senator Brad Hoylman and Assemblymember Michaelle Solages
would prohibit civil arrests in and around court proceedings.
Immigra0on Deten0on
Civil ICE deten0on has long been a cruel and unnecessary measure that has impacted many immigrant
New Yorkers and their loved ones. The inhumane condi0ons that have plagued these facili0es for years
have been made even worse by the COVID-19 crisis. Staﬀers and/or detainees at Bergen County Jail71,
Hudson County Jail72, and Elizabeth Deten0on Center73-- all of which hold New York City residents
detained by ICE-- have tested posi0ve for COVID-19. I call on the immediate release of all ICE detainees.
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Green Light
The State Budget quietly amended the Driver's License Access and Privacy Act (commonly known as the
Green Light Law) to allow the State DMV to share records with ICE and CBP "as necessary for an
individual seeking acceptance into a trusted traveler program, or to facilitate vehicle imports and/or
exports". While immigra0on agencies having access to the records of trusted traveler applicants or
vehicle importers and exporters are not of concern, this change could have dangerous implica0ons.
The amended language in the bill does not specify a process by which the DMV will share individual-level
data with ICE and CBP. If stringent measures to prevent overreach from ICE and CBP are not put in place,
it could put Green Light par0cipants at risk. Further, the amendment also sets a dangerous precedent for
future legisla0ve ac0on (taken outside of the formal legisla0ve process) that could further weaken Green
Light.
We must stand strong with our immigrant New Yorkers and ensure that we do not open the door to
exposing their informa0on to immigra0on enforcement.
Public Charge
The Public Charge rule implemented by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) earlier this year
restricts the ability of immigrants who use certain government programs to get VISA extensions and
permanent residency status. To be clear, this rule does not strip away the rights of any person to receive
these services. I encourage New Yorkers to call 311 if they have ques0ons about how the rule applies to
them or their loved ones.
I have long opposed Public Charge, which is a policy rooted in barely-veiled racism and xenophobia that
creates an atmosphere of fear and threatens the wellbeing of many New Yorkers. I reiterate my call that
this rule be immediately terminated. At the bare minimum, DHS must place a temporary moratorium on
the rule during the COVID-19 crisis so that immigrants can access cri0cal government resources.
VISA and Immigra0on Status
Ability to work, study, and travel interna0onally have all been severely impacted by COVID-19. The
federal government must ensure that the inability to do these things during this pandemic not does not
impact VISA or Immigra0on statuses of aﬀected people.
DACA
Ending the Deferred Ac0on for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program during this na0onal emergency would
have devasta0ng consequences. The Americans who depend on this program for work authoriza0on and
legal residence would be put at both economic and health risk. Further, many of these Americans are
working on the frontlines of ﬁgh0ng COVID-19 including a large number who work as medical
professionals. Removing these folks from the workforce at the current moment would also threaten the
public health of the broader popula0on at large. I call on the federal government to ensure the
con0nua0on of DACA throughout the pendency of the pandemic and onward.
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Xenophobia
I am deeply disturbed and angered by the heightened xenophobia that has emerged from this crisis.
From the President publicly referring to COVID-19 as the “Chinese virus”74 to violent hate crimes
occurring against An0-Asian Americans on New York City streets, these xenophobic responses have
become unsetlingly frequent and I condemn them with the strongest possible language.
I want New York’s vital and vibrant Asian-American community to know that I and the en0re City of New
York stand with them in these trying 0mes. I urge the Mayor’s Oﬃce for the Preven0on of Hate Crimes to
use the full extent of its resources and authority to address this issue through preemp0ve measures and
full accountability.
Restaurant Workers and Delivery Bikers
The hard work of restaurant workers and delivery bikers are helping to keep New York fed in this 0me of
crisis, and the City and State must take legisla0ve ac0on that will ensure their wellbeing.
First, Governor Cuomo must take ac0on to eliminate the sub-minimum wage for these workers, and
ensure One Fair Wage for all New Yorkers. Thankfully, he passed legisla0on in December of last year to
end the sub-minimum wage for nail-salon workers, hairdressers, and carwashers-- and we have already
seen the beneﬁt of this change. However, 300,000 restaurant industry workers, many of them women,
s0ll depend on 0ps from customers, or business owners to cover 0p credits in order to reach our $15
minimum wage. This dynamic has contributed to the restaurant industry having horrifying rates of sexual
harassment and assault.75
Second, the Governor must pass legisla0on that would legalize e-bikes for delivery workers, who need
this equipment to do their jobs eﬃciently. The framework of this legisla0on must match the provisions
laid out by Senator Jessica Ramos and Assembly Member Nily Rozik in their bills S5294A/A7431B which
passed both legisla0ve chambers before being vetoed by the Governor.
I am pleased to recognize that the Governor passed such legisla0on on April 1, 2020.76
Further, the New York City Council must similarly legalize e-bikes on a city level by passing Intro. 1264
which is carried by Council Member Fernando Cabrera and I am proud to co-sponsor. The ﬁnal provisions
of this bill should mimic those passed on a state level. Addi0onally, the Mayor and the NYPD must
permanently extend the moratorium on e-bike enforcement which has been put in temporarily
ins0tuted for the dura0on of the COVID-19 pandemic.77
Street Vendors
Street vendors play a vital economic, food provision, and cultural role in New York City. This crisis has
placed a par0cular burden on this sec0on of the workforce, which has already been burdened by a
convoluted regulatory system, lack of support from governmental agencies, and excessive enforcement
by the NYPD.
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In order to provide street vendors with support during and aMer the COVID-19 crisis, I am calling on the
City to take the following ac0ons put forward by the Street Vendor Project:78
●
●

●
●

●

Waive all late penal0es for late sales ﬁlings for NYS Department of Taxa0on and Finance which
are due on March 20th;
Immediately suspend all New York Police Department, Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene, Parks Department, and Department of Consumer Aﬀairs enforcement of street vendor
compliance viola0ons – regardless of whether the vendor has a permit or a license. Waive
outstanding 0ckets issued since January 2020, as vendors won’t be able to work for the
foreseeable future;
Ensure street vendors and delivery workers are included in NYC Department of Educa0on child
care plan for frontline workers;
Ensure workers who are employed by food cart or truck owners, including undocumented
workers, are eligible for unemployment insurance and any forthcoming emergency relief funds;
and
Include street vendors in all aid programs provided for small businesses. In order to ensure
coverage, eligibility for these programs should not depend on commercial rent payments. A
mobile food vending license or permit, a general merchandise license, or proof of quarterly sales
tax ﬁlings to be suﬃcient proof of sole proprietorship. Addi0onally, proof of income being at or
below federal poverty levels should be allowed as appropriate documenta0on of low-income
status.

Further, the New York Council must pass and the Mayor must sign Int. 1116, which was introduced by
Council Member Margaret Chin and I am proud to co-sponsor. This bill would allow the city to issue 400
new street vending permits each year over the next decade, create an Oﬃce of Street Vending
Enforcement, and create a Street Vendor Advisory Board with relevant stakeholders.

Immigrant Recovery
It is absolutely crucial that all New Yorkers, included undocumented New Yorkers are included in all
recovery eﬀorts on a federal, state, and local level. For any programs on a Federal or State level that
undocumented New Yorkers are excluded from, I call on New York City to take its own ac0on to extend
these New Yorkers these key protec0ons.
In order to further protect our immigrant neighbors, I call on the permanent end to ICE enforcement in
New York City, ICE deten0on, and the public charge rule.
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Senior Response
The elderly are par0cularly vulnerable to the coronavirus - especially seniors who are suscep0ble to
poverty, homelessness, and food insecurity. We must be cognizant of the needs of seniors in this
moment to ensure their longevity. The following are tangible proposals to reduce harm and empower
wellness:
Wellness Checks
There is a great concern that seniors who live alone and are not members of a senior center, or
recipients of Meals on Wheels, will be forgoten and leM behind. We need to provide consistent and
rou0ne wellness checks to be sure seniors have an adequate supply of their medica0ons and are able to
reﬁll prescrip0ons as necessary; that their pantries are stocked with nutri0ous food or are receiving
home-delivered meals in the case their not able to cook for themselves; that they are able to con0nue
living a life of quality in a clean environment with freshly laundered clothes; that all essen0al u0li0es
remain working and readily available.
We must be cognizant that many seniors do not have internet access and that communica0on may be
limited to landlines. Wellness checks should include the assurance that seniors are able to access
telehealth portals so that physicians can do telephone check-ins with pa0ents at or close to their
appointment 0mes. Addi0onally, the City should immediately prepare and distribute palm cards of
resources, emergency numbers, and other crucial informa0on to seniors - including COVID-19 guidances
and informa0on pertaining to meal distribu0ons, such as Meals on Wheels, community-based
organiza0ons, or senior centers that deliver.
Issue of Isola0on
Seniors need to heed the advice of healthcare experts and mandated guidelines issued by Federal, State,
and City governments: remain home, self isolate, and limit interac0ons with younger people who can
unknowingly spread contagion. There are a mul0tude of issues that arise with isola0on - food
uncertainty, loneliness, depression, and suicidal isola0on are just a few non-physical symptoms the
coronavirus presents. We must do all we can to ensure the mental health and wellness of our senior
popula0on; in that regard, I recommend the following:
Recrui0ng senior center staﬀ and tenant and block associa0on presidents to conduct daily
•
telephone calls to check-in with seniors on their needs in real 0me as they come about;
Establishing a 24-hour senior support hotline much like the suicide preven0on hotline to provide
•
adequate and trauma-informed support around issues of isola0on;
Distribu0ng mailers from trusted sources including local elected oﬃcials and community that
•
include phone emergency hotline numbers and informa0on on how to register for meal delivery;
and
Collabora0ng with public access channels to run exercise, medita0on, and wellness videos for
•
seniors at speciﬁed 0mes
Food Uncertainty
Although seniors are advised to stay indoors, seniors in good health should be aﬀorded the
accommoda0on to pick up meals from neighborhood schools that are providing meals. Furthermore, the
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City can take the ini0a0ve to collaborate with Community Board Organiza0ons that are in the Meals on
Wheels network to expand delivery to well seniors in addi0on to using Community Boards and
tradi0onal senior centers as resources to locate seniors at home who would otherwise regularly have
lunch at senior centers.
Homelessness
Seniors who are homeless are at par0cular risk of exacerbated health issues and should be immediately
moved oﬀ of the streets and out of shelters that are not up to maximum standards for protec0ng at risk
New Yorkers, and moved instead housed using one of the alterna0ve sources laid out in the Housing
Equity sec0on of this report.

Senior Recovery
All above infrastructure developments for seniors recommended above should be con0nued aMer the
pendency of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Civic Processes Response
Census Par0cipa0on
The Census presents New York City with a once-in-a-decade opportunity to secure the poli0cal
representa0on and ﬁnancial resources and that we need in and from the federal government. The
challenges presented by the COVID-19 crisis make it even more crucial that we fully seize this
opportunity. Due to the new online capabili0es of the Census and the diligent work carried out by many
New Yorkers including the NYC Census team led by Director Julie Menin, the City’s response rate has
increased rela0ve to this point in 2010.79 However, our response rate is s0ll lower than the na0onal
average.80
I strongly urge all New Yorkers to fulﬁll their civic duty and complete the Census. It’s a quick, easy, and
risk-free process. Go to my2020census.gov for instruc0ons and more informa0on.

Census Extensions
In order to account for the diﬃcul0es that the COVID-19 pandemic presents in regard to Census
outreach and comple0on, I urge the U.S. Census Bureau to accept Mayor de Blasio’s request for the
following:
● Rescheduling Early Non-Response Follow Up (ENFRU), to the end of the summer, when New York
City college and university students return to campus;81
● Immediately begin con0ngency planning for a poten0ally substan0al delay of the Bureau’s doorto-door enumera0on, or Non-Response Follow-up (NRFU); and82
● Extending the self-response window – currently slated to end July 31 – to Sept. 3083
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These diﬃcul0es also necessitate a dras0cally diﬀerent approach in Census outreach, including
implemen0ng remote organizing tac0cs including phone-banking and text-banking and a heavy emphasis
on digital, radio, and TV adver0sements.
Legisla0ve Process
In order to con0nue to eﬀec0vely con0nue our crucial City and State legisla0ve processes during this
crisis, the City Council, State Assembly, and State Senate must develop mechanisms that allow for
remote hearings and votes. These mechanisms must ensure that all legisla0ve convenings that would
usually take place in the public eye con0nue to be accessible to the public remotely.
Elec0ons
I commend the Governor for consolida0ng the April 28th presiden0al primary with the legisla0ve and
congressional primaries on June 23rd, 2020.84
In order to protect the sanc0ty of our democracy, as well as the health and safety of voters and elec0on
workers, I am proud to addi0onally support the following recommenda0ons for the City and State made
by Common Cause:85
●
●

●

●

●
●

●

Require coun0es to maintain occupancy limits at polling places so that no more than 50 people
are in a poll site at a given 0me un0l the CDC revises their mass gathering guidance;
Apply the suspension and interpreta0on of Elec0on Law 8-400 contained in Execu0ve Order
202.2 (1), which allows the prevalence of COVID-19 to be a valid basis for reques0ng an absentee
ballot to the June primary elec0on. New York City has already done this. This should be codiﬁed
on a state level through the passage and signage of S8015A, which was introduced by Senator
Alessandra Biaggi;
Extend the provisions of Execu0ve Order 202.2 (2) to allow voters to request an absentee ballot
via email or fax. Currently, voters may request an applica0on for an absentee ballot via mail,
which then must be mailed to them. Eliminate this two-step process, and allow voters to directly
request absentee ballot informa0on electronically;
Extend the provisions of Execu0ve Order 202.2 (2) to extend the deadlines for request and
return of the absentee ballots to the concomitant dates for the June primary (extend request
deadline to June 22 and return deadline to postmark or in person return no later than June 23);
Require county Boards of Elec0ons to provide prepaid postage return envelopes with all
absentee ballots provided or sent out for the June 23rd primary elec0ons;
Allow New York City voters to register to vote online in order to minimize the need for paper
registra0on forms, a poten0al source of infec0on. This can be done either through immediate
passage and signing into law of A8473(Blake)/S6463(Myrie) or through Execu0ve Order; and
Provide immediate funding through the New York State budget for county boards of elec0ons to
take COVID-19 emergency measures, including the cost of prepaid postage return envelopes for
absentee ballots, increased costs associated with expanded use of absentee ballots and cleaning
and other preventa0ve measures.

I also join Common Cause in calling for the Board of Elec0ons to do the following:
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

Ins0tute cleaning and preven0ve measures at polling places during early vo0ng and elec0on
date, including, without limita0on;
Impose physical distancing measures so that voters are not crowded together and maintain
appropriate distances from each other and poll workers;
Place op0cal scanners, check-in tables and privacy booths at least 6 feet apart;
Provide an0viral wipes to voters to clean their hands before and aMer vo0ng;
Require elec0on inspectors to wear disposable gloves to limit skin contact and to be changed
frequently, using an0viral wipes or gel upon removal of a pair of gloves;
Wipe down vo0ng equipment, all table surfaces and any door knobs or other surfaces used to
enter and exit the polling place a minimum of hourly with an0viral wipes;
Use glue s0cks to seal Aﬃdavit Ballot Envelopes;
Use tempered glass screen protectors for the electronic poll books that can be cleaned more
eﬀec0vely;
Provide voters who use a touchscreen ballot marking device with coton swabs to use in
touching the screen;
Prohibit county boards of elec0ons from reducing the number of early vo0ng sites, encouraging
them to go beyond the statutory minimum required, as early vo0ng is an eﬀec0ve tool to
minimize poll site crowding on elec0on day; and
Encourage those who have been recently unemployed due to COVID-19-related layoﬀs to apply
for poll working posi0ons.

Civic Processes Recovery
Census
Once it is appropriate for in person census outreach including enumera0on to resume, it will be crucial
for the city to double down on these eﬀorts to reach those less likely to be contacted through remote
outreach. In order to account for this, as well as the costs associated with shiMing to remote organizing
during the pendency of the pandemic, I urge the City, State, and Federal government to increase funding
to New York City’s Census outreach eﬀorts by $3 million dollars each.
Legisla0ve Process
Upon the end of the COVID-19 crisis, processes allowing for remote votes to occur in the City Council,
State Assembly, and State Senate should cease, as it is important that all legislators engage in the
legisla0ve process to the fullest extent.
Elec0ons
As we emerge from this crisis, the decisions of our elected oﬃcials will be cri0cal in determining the
policies we implement in order to recover. Thus, it is that much more important that we put in place
systems that allow for New Yorkers to express their right to vote for these oﬃcials in an equitable and
eﬃcient manner. We must do everything that we can to protect and expand vo0ng rights and poll access
including:
● Maintaining fusion vo0ng;
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●

●

●
●
●
●

Expanding the franchise to permit lawfully present residents and those with work authoriza0ons
to vote in municipal elec0ons through the passage of Int. 1867, which was introduced by Council
Member Ydanis Rodriguez and I am proud to co-sponsor;
Expanding the franchise on a statewide level to incarcerated New Yorkers through the passage of
S6821/A9862, which was introduced by Senator Kevin Parker and Assembly Member Nily Rozic. I
am proud to have introduced Res. 1236 in the City Council, which calls for the passage of this
bill;
Implemen0ng same day voter registra0on;
Implemen0ng automa0c voter registra0on;
Ensuring transla0on services at poll sites; and
Inves0ng in poll worker training.

LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
In my legisla0ve capacity within the City Council, I am working on addressing a number of proposals
referenced in this report.
These proposals include:
● Health, Jus0ce & Safety
○ Medical Furloughs
■ A Local Law requiring the Department of Correc0on to grant medical furloughs
to vulnerable popula0ons residing in a Department facility during the pendency
of pandemic diseases (such as COVID-19);
○ Carceral Condi0ons
■ A Local Law requiring the Department of Correc0on to take the following ac0ons
to prevent and contain the spread of COVID-19 (or future possible outbreaks) in
jails and in the communi0es in which they are located:
● Release anyone charged with an oﬀense that does not involve a serious
physical safety risk to the community and stop jail churn by ending the
prac0ce of jailing those who don’t pose a serious safety risk, including
technical viola0ons of parole or proba0on regardless of the underlying
oﬀense;
● Release of elderly persons unless there is clear evidence that release
would present an unreasonable risk to the physical safety of the
community;
● Release of popula0ons that the CDC has classiﬁed as vulnerable (those
with asthma, cancer, heart disease, lung disease, and diabetes) unless
there is clear evidence that release would present an unreasonable risk
to the physical safety of the community;
● Release of persons in the jail who are within 6 months of comple0ng
their sentence;
● Provide soap, CDC-recommended hand sani0zer, medical care,
comprehensive sanita0on and cleaning of facili0es and other safety
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●

measures as recommended by the CDC for those who remain
incarcerated;
● Prohibit dangerous work assignments that put incarcerated people at
increased risk of exposure; and
● Release to the public the exis0ng plan and procedures in place to
address COVID-19 within the jail, including guidelines for isola0on that
are not reliant upon the use of solitary conﬁnement or other puni0ve
segrega0on units.
○ Video Conferencing
■ A Local Law requiring the Department of Correc0ons (DOC) and other city
agencies to establish a free direct video conferencing system for people
incarcerated in DOC facili0es and their loved ones and their atorneys;
Educa0on & Opportunity
○ Gig Workers
■ A Local Law establishing a portable beneﬁts program for independent
contractors under the Department of Consumer and Worker Protec0on. Beneﬁts
are to include but are not limited to paid vaca0on; paid family and sick leave;
health insurance, vision and dental insurance, future savings programs including
re0rement; workers' compensa0on; disability insurance; accident insurance; life
insurance; and commuter beneﬁts. Beneﬁts are to be connected to the
individual contractor, rather than a par0cular employer, and so they can be
taken from job to job without interrup0on in coverage or loss of funding.
○ Price Gouging
■ A Local Law to codify DCA’s price gouging order, which makes it illegal to
increase prices by 10% or more of any personal or household good, or service
that is needed to limit the spread or treatment of COVID-19;
■ A Local Law to prohibit price gouging for medicine, gloves, masks and similar
equipment when there is a threatened or conﬁrmed public health pandemic,
such as coronavirus;
■ A Local Law to triple ﬁnes for price gouging;
■ A Local Law requiring NYC 311 to provide reports of price gouging complaints
called into 311 or reported online through 311’s Store Complaint Form
throughout the dura0on of a city-wide State of Emergency. These reports shall
be published to the Mayor's Oﬃce, the Oﬃce of the Public Advocate, the
Speaker of the New York City Council, and all ﬁMy-one New York City
Councilmembers.
○ Pandemic Workplace Planning
■ A Local Law to require employers to develop pandemic plans, which should
include guidelines for workforce ﬂexibility, communica0ons, and maintaining
workplace safety.
○ Emergency Tax Relief
■ A Local Law to waive and/or refund the following tax payments (or establish a
credit) during states of emergency: Property Taxes, Payroll Taxes, Addi0onal
taxes or fees under local control, Credit for essen0al city employees for
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childcare. The bill should also establish a one-0me automa0c cash grant for all
New York City taxpayers of $500.

●

Civic and Community Empowerment
○ Increasing Absentee Vo0ng
■ A resolu0on calling on the Governor to sign and the State Legislature to pass
State bill, S8015, which allows eligible voters to request an absentee ballot if
they are concerned that vo0ng in person could expose themselves or others to a
public health risk. The state should ensure that local BOE have have the funding
and resources to implement a robust public educa0on campaign on absentee
vo0ng.
○ ICE Out of Hospitals
■ A Local Law in rela0on to requiring all hospitals in New York City to have a staﬀ
member serve as a law enforcement liaison during all shiMs who has been
trained on the rights, or lack thereof, that local, state, or federal law
enforcement agents have in regard to access to those currently in the facility.

CONCLUSION
Despite the fears and tragedy COVID-19 has spread throughout New York City and abroad, the people of
New York have strength and resiliency that has yet to be defeated. The hardships that have impacted our
City historically and on a daily basis have reinforced our ability to overcome whatever challenge comes
our way. Times like these remind us of the importance of community -- to not only value, but to protect
those around us. This is especially meaningful to our most vulnerable and marginalized neighbors. I am
conﬁdent that as we work together, we will safely combat this pandemic alongside other challenges that
us New Yorkers are more than capable of tackling.
I again thank you all for the hard work and sacriﬁces that are being made to keep our New York City
neighbors and families safe, especially those serving community members that are most impacted by
COVID-19. Those who are working on the front line of this pandemic have made a contribu0on to our
City that will never be forgoten.
Going forward, I would like to seriously address the circumstances that put people in more vulnerable
situa0ons which leads to this type of pandemic danger. We must do beter for seniors, for the
incarcerated, for students, for homeless New Yorkers and any intersec0ons thereof, acknowledging the
dispropor0onate impact the failures of these policies have had on communi0es of more color.
When we come out of the other side of COVID-19, we cannot say we were not aware of these gaps in
the system, and the impact on all of us, when we let New Yorkers go without healthy and safe food,
housing, and health care.
I look forward to working with my colleagues in the city, state, and federal governments to address the
proposals laid out here.
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